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FThe Sanctuary-Keeper:

A QUARTERLY MAGAZINE FOR THE EXPOSITION AND
DEFENCE OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

“ Ye (Aaron and his sous) shall keap the charge of the sancivary, and the charge of
the altar.”—{Num, xviii. 5.)
“ Ye (brethren of Christ) are . . . an holy priesthood lo offer up spiritual sacrifices.”

(1. Pet. ii. B.)
 Thow hast kept My Word and hast not denied My Name.”—(Rev. iii. 8.}

No, 28. MARCH, 1902. Yol. VIIL.

Baptismal Beliel.

JEsus CHRIST.

Many of the references by the Apostles, when preaching to Jews,
assume that their hearers knew who and what Jesus was, but a few passages
go beyond this, by giving some kind of a definition or description. Thus,
on the Day of Pentecost, Peter says: *]esus of Nazareth, a man approved
of God among you, by miracles and wonders and signs which God did by
Him * (Actsii. 22), and in the same discourse the Apostle speaks of Him
as the “fruit of David’s loins according to the flesh ” (verse 30.) .

In preaching to Cornelius and his household, Peter reminds them that
“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power,
who went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed of the
devil, for God was with Him” (Acts x. 38.)

If these statements be taken in their simple form, they are sufficient
to show wha\vwas the nature and position of Jesus Christ at His first
appearing, but,Wwhen viewed through the ample testimony in the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures—on which they are based—they leave no doubt whatever
upon this point,

The use of the word “man” is equivalent to saying that Jesus was a
descendant of Adam, and the expression “fruit of David’s loins " proves that
He descended through the Royal line of the Israelitish nation. He necessarily,
therefore, entered the world with the disabilities pertaining to man in his fallen
state. These consisted of condemnation to death for the first sin that was com-
mitted. together with a nature defiled by sin, or, in other words, embracing evil
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desire. That this is the logical conclusion of the statements already quoted,
and of others in different parts of the scriptures of an analogous character, is
shown by the attempt which has been made by the Apostacy to exclude Jesus
Christ, by reason of His paternity, from the consequences inherited through
the fall of our first parents by all the rest of the race. A few passages, here
and there, are supposed 1o give support to the theory of Christ’s exceptional
position ; but, when rightly understood, they are seen to preclude any such inter-
pretation, and the conclusions based upnn them are easily shown to do viclence
to inspired statements of such an explicit character that no candid, reasonable
mind can endorse them.

Thus, a “man of Ged,” through whom God wrought miracles, and whom
“God anointed with power,” cannot possibly be the second person of the
Trinity taught by Roman Catholicism and Protestantism. To have been
“approved of God,” he must have been in a position in which two courses
were possible to Him—one right and the other wrong. To deny this, either
directly or by a theory which excludes it, deprives God’s approval of all value ;
therefore, Jesus Christ must have been subject to temptation, and such lempta-
tion must have been a reality, not a fiction. ¥rom the Trinitarian point of
view this was impossible ; for although, to avoid a direct denial of Scriptural
testimony, Trinitarians admit, in words, the templation in the wilderness, they
make null and void the reality of such temptation, by teaching that the real
Jesus Christ was the second person of the Trinity, who literally came down
from heaven and was clothed with a body of flesh,

The statements that God anoeinted Jesus with power, and worked miracles
through him, overthrow the Trinitarian claim that He was in all respects “co-
equal® with the Father; and when it is remembered that Christ, in His
preaching to the Jews, disclaimed the possession of the independent power
now attributed to Him, it is obvious that the exaggerated and absolutely false
claims put forth in current theology respecting Him had no place whatever
in Apostolic preaching.

THE SoN oF Gob.

The importance of recognising Jesus Christ to be the Son of God is shown
by two declarations ip the Acts of the Apostles. The first states that “ Saul,
after his conversion, straightway preached Christ in the synagogues that He is
the Son of God.” (Acts ix. 20). The secondis in an address in the synagogue
at Antioch where, in reminding the )Jews of the promise made unto the fathers,
Paul says, “ God hath fulfilled the same unto us, their childrep, in that He hath
raised up Jesus again: as it is also written in the second Psalm, Thou art
my Son, this day have 1 begotten thee.” (Acts xiii. 33.)

In view of Christ’s claim in His contest with the Jews, to have been the Son
of God, this aspect of His Mission must be viewed as essential 10 acceptance of
the Truth concerning Him. When summarising the object of His Mission
Jesus says that “ God so loved the world that He gave His only degotten Son
and He repeatedly tells the Jews that God is His Father. Hence the conten-
tion of some that both His father and mother were human, and that He was not
begatten through the powerof the Holy Spirit, must be rejected as nullifying
a cardinal item of elementary Bible Truth.

_Furthermore, the Sonship of Christ shows that He occupied a subordinate
position to God ; for a son must, in some sense, derive existence from his
father, and cannot as a consequence be of the same age as his father ; neither
can he be co-equal in authority unless such authority be granted to him. To
accept Jesus Christ, thereiore, as Son of God, logically destroys the doctrine of
the Trinity.

Jesus Christ’s position as Son of God presents two stages ; Ist, as the babe
of the Virgin Mary, begotten through the Holy Spirit; and 2nd as the Head
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of a New Creation through resurrection from the dead. It is to the latter the
Apostle Paul refers in his address at Antioch ; for in declaring that the promise
to the fathers had been fulfilled by raising up Jesus from the dead, he quotes
from Psalm ii. 7 :—* Thou art my son ; this day have I begotten thee.” When
born of the Virgin, Christ’s sin-bearing mission was in the future ; but when he
became * The first begotten of the dead.” (Rev. i. 5), he had overcome, and put
away, sin in relation to His own defiled nawre. Importantas was the first stage
of His Sonship, much more important was the second. It is the second stage
which, on the basis of His obedience unto death gives Him a placein the three-
fold name—the Father, Son and Holy Spirit—into which believers are
baptised. . :

THE DEATH OF CHRIST.

We have already seen that the resurrection of Christ occupied a prominent
position in Apostolic preaching. This suggests that His death did also. On
the day of Pentecost, Peter did not merely charge the Jews with having, “by
wicked hands, crucified and slain” Jesus of Nazareth, but declared that this was
by the “determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God ” (Acts ii. 23). This is
in harmony with the prediction in Gen iii. 15, that the seed of the serpent should
“bruise " the seed of the woman in the heel ; with the sacrifices offered up for
sin in antediluvian, patriarchal, and Mosaic ages ; and with the few, but very
specific, predictions i the Psalms and the writings of the Prophets (Psalm xxii.
1saiah liii.,, Daniel ix.)

Peter, in bis reference to the brief period during which Jesus Christ was
dead, uses an expression which clearly shows the reality of that death. He says
that God “loosed” the pains of death, because “it was not possible that He
should be holden of it ” (Acts ii. 24), and that, quoting from the sixteenth Psalm,
“ His soul was not left in hades.” Clearly, then, Jesus Christ was, for a time,
holden by the power of death, and this could not have heen, from a just point of
view, unless he had been a member of the race which was condemned to deaith
because of sin.

The death of Christ destroys entirely the Trinitanan theory, for a Trini-
tarian, to be comsistent, must believe that the inferior part of what he
describes as Jesus Christ was that only which was subject to death, the princi-
Lll part—the alleged second (rerson of the Trinity which came down from

caven—being incapable of dying. A man must, thercfore, obviously be
exorcised of the Trinutarian doctrine before he can apostolically believe in the
death of Jesus Christ.

FORGIVENESS OF SINS.

The personal sins of Jews and Gentiles to whom the Apostles preached
are not exactly in the same category. The Jews were under law to God. They
had aggravated their frequent violation of that law by rejecting God’s Son, and
some who felt the force of what Peter said on the Day of Pentecost, “ were
pricked in their heart,” and, as a result, said, “Men and brethren, what shall
wedo?” The Apostolic reply to this question was, “ Repent and be baplized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Chnst for the remission of sins ” (Acts
ii. 37-38). In these cases there was clearly moral guilt, and it was, therefore,
very fitting that they should be pricked in heart for the wickedness of which
they had been guiliy—of deeds of darkness committed, with the light in their
hands, which should have restrained them,

With the Gentiles the case was different. They had no enlightenment on
Divine things, and no opportunity of obtaining light until the Apostles ap-
Enroached them with that hght. Hence their wicked course of life was due to

owing no better. It consisted of “fulfilling the desires of the flesh and the
mind ¥ prb. it. 3), and their actions are rightly described as * wicked works”
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(Col. i. 21). These actions are called * sins,” becanse they are the offspring of
sinful flesh, and are committed under “the law of sin and death.” Gentiles
out of covenant with God, being “in the flesh, cannot please God” (Rom.
viii. 8) in relation to a future life. Consequently the statement that Gentiles
who had turned from darkness to light “received forgiveness of sins” (Acts
xxvi. 18), requires to be viewed somewhat differently from the same phrasé as
applied to Jews under a Divine law.

Ve point out thisdistinction because the term * sins” in regard to Gentiles
outside Christ is often misapprehended.

JUSTIFICATION.

In addressing the Jews at Antioch the Apostle Paul said: “ Be it known
unto you, therefore, brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the
forgiveness of sins, and by him all that believe are justified from all things
from which ye could not L justified by the Law of Moses ” (Acts xiii. 38-9).

The expression “forgiveness of sins” is rightly viewed here as having
reference to the personal transgressions of the Jews ; but the Apostle does not
stop there. He says that they may also, through Christ, be “justified from
all things from which ” the sacrifices under the Masaic Law could not justif
them. This is an important announcement, and one which has not received,
as a rule, the attention which it deserves. To be rightly understood, it is
necessary to note the things from which Jews, under the Mosaic Law, required
cleansing. Some of them might have resulted from mere accidents, suchas the
touching of a dead body, or coming in contact with matter from a suppurating
wound. But they all had their ongin in the defiled condition of fallen human
nature. Two of the most important ceremonies of this nature were: (1) circum-
cision and (2) the cleansing of a mother after the birth of a child. Circumci-
sion, and the sacrifices offered for such cleansing, typified the sacrifice of Christ.
The Jews, therefore, were reminded by the birth of every man-child that their
nature was defiled with sin, and that the new-born babe and its mother could
not approach God in the way He had appointed, without a cleansing ceremony
involving blood-shedding. A subject which was so frequently and prominently
brought before the Jewish people for a period of 1,000 years cannot be a matter
to be lightly passed over, when considering the efficacy of Christ’s sacrifice, and
an understanding of baptism.

The Jews to whom the Apastle spoke would understand, and rightly so,
that their violations of the Mosaic law, arising out of their defiled nature—
from which the Mosaic ceremonies could only temporarily cleanse them—
would be the subject of complete justification by virtue of the sacrifice of
Jesus of Nazareth.

It cannot be supposed that the promised justification was applicable to
Jews only. The Jews at Antioch rejected with disdain Pauls offer of
Jorgrueness and justification ; bul, immediately Paul and Barmnabas turned to
the Gentiles and communicated the same offer to them—saying, * It was
necessary that the Word of God should first have been spoken to you, but
seeing ye put it from rou and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life,
lo, we turn to the Gentiles” (Acts xiii, 46); “‘and when the Gentiles heard this
they were glad and glorified the Word of the Lord " {ver. 48).

The logical conclusion of this statement is that the Gentiles were told that,
through Christ, they could obtain forgiveness of their individual sins and
Jjustification from their sinful nature; for the ceremonies under the Mosaic law
arising out of the sinful nature of the Jews were imposed upon them—nat
because they were different in constitution from the rest of mankind—but
becanse they were favoured by Jehovah with the meansof approach unto Him ;
and this “open way ” necessitated a covering, or atonement, for sin in both its
aspects, viz., in nature and in action.
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It is reasonable to conclude that if baptism into Christ’s death has relation
to both these aspects of sin, some. of the references to the ceremony in the
Apostolic writings will afford evidence thereof. We have already seen that, to
understand the things pertaining to the Kingdom, briefly mentioned in the
Acts of the Apostles, a believer prior to haptism must consult the writings ot
the Prophets; and, therefore, on the same principle, to obtain a full under-
standing of the * Thmgs of the Name,” so briefly mentioned in the Acts of the
Apostles, such an one must refer to their epistles.

Writing to the Corinthian ecclesia, which was probably composed largely of
Gentiles, the Apostle says, after referring to their previous evil course of life,
“‘ But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and by lhe Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. vi 11.) This was clearly a
reference to what took place when they were baptised into Christ’s name. The
washing and the justification can only have reference 1o sin, and if there had
been sin in regard only to conduct, there would have been no necessity for two
distinct words. The word “sanctified,” of course, has reference to the separated
or holy condition, resulting from introcluction into the name of salvation.

The ecclesia at Colosse, like that at Corinth, probably contained a con-
siderable proportion of Gentiles. In chap. i, verse 1L, the Apostle describes
Christ's death as a circumcision, and states that the CO]OSSIaI’lS had partaken of
that circumcision, with the result that they had “ put off the body of the sins of
the flesh” by being “ buried with him in baptism ” (verse 12). In verse 13 this
point is amplified in the following words :—* And you, being dead in your sins
and the uncircumcision of your ﬂesh hath he quickened together with him
having forgiven you all trespasses.” Two things are stated here as having
caused the previous “ dead" condition of the Colossians. These are (1) “ your
sins,” and (2) “the uncircumcision of your flesh.” The “sins” clearly describe
their actions, their uncircumcised flesh, their sin-nature. Here, then,. are the
two aspects of sin already noticed. The statement that these two forms of sin
had caused a * dead ” condition is followed by the declaration that the Colossian
brethren had been ‘ quickened together with him.” The quickening, or, 1n
other words, life-giving condition, clearly covered that which caused the dead
condition. If the quickening had not embraced both aspects of sin, it would
have been defective, and it is worthy of note that the Apostle does not set forth
these things to the Colossians as if they were new, but he writes of them as
matters with which they were already acquainted.

In the following chapters the Apostle makes reference to the same aspect
of baptism when he says :—* Ye have put off the old man wnh his deeds, and
have put on the new man ” (Col. iii. g-10). The “old man,” synonymous with
ancircumcised flesh, is put off, not in a physical, but in a constitutional sense,
and the pulling off of his deeds is analagous to the forglveness of sinful
actions. In ]lke manner, the putting on of the “new man” is not in a
physical, but in a constitutional, sense.

In writing to Jewish brethren of Christ, the author of the Epistle to the
Hebrews says to them : —* Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies
washed with pure water” (Heb. x. 22). Here, again, is a two-fold aspect of
baptism in felation to sin. The “evil conscience” clearly has reference to
the wicked conduct of the Jews, the forgiveness of which is figuratively
described as having their “hearts sprinkled.” Dodies which needed to be
 washed” were obviously in some sense unclean. Baptism, being a religious
ceremony, was not intended for ablutionary purposes, and, therefore, the
<leansing was not literal. The washing of the bodies can only be understood
n a spinitual sense, and a washing based upon blood shedding must be related
to sin. The statement of the Apostle, if paraphrased, would read, ‘Our
consciences cleansed from evil actions, and our bodies of sin ceremonially
washed, and thus constituted holy’ (1 Cor. iii. 17).
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We have one case where baptism was administered solely in respect to
inherited sin, and that is the case of Jesus Christ. When He came to be
baptised, John the Baptist, knowing His blameless life as a Jew under the
Law, viewed such a ceremony as superfluous, and, accordingly, “forbad
him’ To this Jesus responded : “Suffer it to be so now, for thus it
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness” (Matt. iii. 14-15).

The expression, ** fulfil all righteousness” implies that Christ’s righteousness
would not have been complete without passing through a baptismal ceremony
by which he was provisionally justified from his sin-nature, preparatory to a
permanent justification, or cutting off, by his death. That which was s0 neces-
sary fur the Head must surely be necessary likewise for those who wish to be
members of His body. This is implied by the word “us.” Hence they must
recognise, as the Head recognised, their sin-nature and the cleansing efhcacy, in
a ceremonial sense, of baptism into his death. The very expression, *baptised
into His death ” (Rom. vi. 3), involves this. For why did Christ have to die?
That God, in Him, might condemn “sin in the flesh ” (Rom. viii. 3.)

It is considered necessary that the personal sins of believers should be
recognised before going through the waters of immersion, and anyone denying
- that there were such personal sins wauld rightly be refused baptism. Does not
the evidence justify a similar position in respect to the sin-nature? If it be
necessary that the believer should realise that he obtains forgiveness of his
individual sins by baptism into Christ, is it not equally necessary that he should
recognise the same ceremony to be a means of justification from his sin-

nature ?
EDiTOR.

(7o bc continued.)

[The first instalment of this article appeared in our last number—28.]

Danfel's 70 Teeks and their Connerion with the
2,300 Daysg, and Fewisb Restoration,
THE PASSAGES QUOTED ARE FROM THE ENGLISH REVISED EDITION.

Unlike Daniel's former visions, this of the Bth ch., and the prediction of
the seventy weeks in the gth, take no account of Gentile times, but are
intimately concerned with the Sanctuary and the Messiah.

The vision of the contending ram and goat predicted Persian and Greek
warfare, resulling in Greek supremacy:to be followed by a power, fierce in
aspect, and artful in ruling ability, who would, when Jewish iniquity reached
its height, destroy wonderfully the holy people, stamp the truth to the ground,
and afterwards be the subject of destruction,
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We can readily see in this a description of Rome pagan and papal; but
Daniel could not at that time. [Its dreadful prospect made him ill ; he was
“astonished at the vision, but none understood it” (viii., 27.)

Its duration was made known to him, however, and we must note closely
the question that made it public. “How long shall be the vision of the con-
tinual burnt offering and the transgression that maketh desolate, Zo grve both
he sanctuary and the kost to be trodden underfoot?” This was answered by
“Unto two thousand three hundred evening-mornings ; then shall the
sanctuary be cleansed” (verse 14.)

By this Daniel knew that their impending restoration would be followed
by greater desolation than before ; but, until the sanctuary and the nation had
been restored, and agunin been the subjects of defilement and overthrow, none
could determine the ending of these calamities, because the beginning of them
had yet to be seen.

When Darius the Mede became king in the place of Belshazzar, Daniel
knew the hour of release was at hand, having “understood by books the num-
ber of the years for the accomplishing of the desolations of Jerusalem” (ix., 1.)

He prayed according to his heart’s desire and was rewarded by a visit from
the angel Gabriel, who came to “ make him skilful of understanding,” and to
“understand the vision” (ix., 23.) What vision? Surely the one that “none
undetstood ” contained in the S8thchapter. Ile was informed—* Seventy weeks
are decreed upon thy people and upon thy holy city to finish transgression, and
to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the
most holy” (verse 24.)

The Jews finished their transgression in crucifving Messiah, who put away
sins, and brought about reconciliation and enduring righteousness, confirmed
previous covenants, and, as a consequence, was antitypically anointed, by
immortalisation.

This was to be accomplished .in 70 prophetic weeks, which is 490 years.

The Angel next proceeds to indicate the commencement of these years :—
“Know, therefore, and discern that from the going forth of the commandment
to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Anointed One, the prince, shall be
seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks ; it shall be built again with street
and moat, even in troublous times” (verse 25).

The question that arises here is, \Why is this'period of 69 weeks divided
into two purts 7 Noreason is given. :

Next we read in ver. 26, “ After the threescore and two weeks shall the
anointed one be cut off, and shall have nothing,” and that this iniquitous
proceeding would be followed by retribution, the city and sanctuary being
destroyed, and the end come upon the Jewish nation as a flood. Before this
“he shall make a firm covenant with many * during “one week” This
evidently is the seven years during which, by the preaching of John and Jesus,
many made a covenant with God, by means of the perfect sacrifice which
caused Mosaic “sacrifice and oblation to cease.”

We can see why the last important week of seven yearsis considered
separately, but again we ask, Why is the seven weeks (forty-nine years)
separated from the sixty-two?

Before suggesting the reason, let us consider when these predictions began
to come about. Like most long periods of prophetic time, there are events
leading up to the beginning, necessary for its development, which may be
mistaken for its actual starting point. Four royal decrees mark as many stages
in the restoration that took place under Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah.
Their overthrow had been gradual ; their recovery from it was the same,
Nebuchadnezzar took Jehoiakim and the city in 605 B.C., and seventeen years
later destroyed it utterly. In the first year of the Persian monarchy, “that
the word of the Lord by Jeremiah might he accomplished,” Cyrus was
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stirred up to proclaim liberty to the captives and permission 1o restore the
Temple ; and about seventeen years later (519 B.C) Darius the Persian caused
this work to be finished by another decree, necessitated by Samaritan opposi-
tion and Jewish faintheartedness, which * had caused the work to cease.”

Renewed hostility against the Jews * threatened wrath against the realm ”
of a subsequent monarch, Antaxerxes, and he made a decrce in the seventh
year of his reign, confirming previous decrees, giving liberal donations from
the treasury for the work of the restoration, and, in addition, granting leave 10
Ezra to organisc magistrates and judges in Judah; a measure of self-govern-
ment once more.  This was in 456 B.C.

The fourth decree commissioned Nehemiah in 444-5 B.C. to “build the
wall ¥ of Jerusalen, and to govern the city ; which difficult task he successfully
carried out, in the face of malevolent opposition from within and from without.
He placed Jerusalem in the security of walls and gates the same year.

Daring his administration as Tirshatha, the people were reformed, and
the polluted priesthood and Sanctuary cleansed from the presence of the semi-
wdolatrous relatives of the high priest. These events are a faint type of the
cleansing of the Sanctuary by the anti-typical Ezra (Help), and the anti-typical
Nehemiah (God comforts); by that coming governor-priest under whom
Israel will soon obtain more than “grace for a little moment, a nail in His holy
place, and a little reviving ¥ (Ezra ix., 8).

Of the four decrees having to do with the restoration and rebuilding of
Jerusalem, we have seen that the former two are notable as endings of two
stages of seventy years’ desolation. The other two mark two beginnings of
the 490 years unto the Messiah, and, consequently, there are two endings,

From the third decree of 436 B.C. to the crucifixjon or cuttingoff, 400 years
elapsed, and their expiry was foreknown to Jesus to the very day.

From 444-5 B.C., when the final decree was issued, to the thirtieth year of
Jesus, is 490 lunar years. He was then symbolically “ cut off” in baptism, and
at the same time became literally the *anoinied one” by the Holy Spirit des-
cending upon him  (Acts x,, 38).  This was * His manifestation to Israel”
when he began to preach, saying * The fime {5 fulfilled, and the Kingdom
of God is at hand ; repent ye, and believe the Gospel” (Mark 1., 15). This, of
course, is preliminary to the final ending at the crucifixion.

Jewish ecclesiastical affairs were regulated by lunar time; the moon, as
well as the sun, having been given for times and seasons (Gen. i, 14). As in
former years, “ from one new moon to another” (Is. Ixvi.) will mark off periods
for worship, when the Sanctuary is restored ; it is likely, therefore, that dates
relating to these things are given both on lunar and solar scales. A lunar year
is 10 days and 11 hours less than a solar.

Reverting now to the condition of the Jews under Nehemiah : we leamn
from sacred and human history that they enjoyed relief from oppression whilst
under the just, but stern, governorship of Nehemiah, who ruled without taking
the payment that some of his predecessors had exacted, because of his devotion
to the cause and people of God.

Their comparative obedience secured them from the domination of a
Persian governor, with a Sanctuary undefiled by Gentiles for about forty-nine

ears.

Y The close of this period of forty-nine years was signalized by a final message
from jebovah. The siate of the Israelites is vividly set forth and denounced
by Malachi. The priests had disgraced and corrupied themselves, polluted the
worship in the Temple, and caused the people to stumble at the law; God
“had no pleasure in them, neither would He accept an offering at their hand.”
The warning was uttered, “ If ye will not hear, I will send a curse upon you, and
1 will curse your blessings ; yea, 1 have cursed them already ; behold 1 will
corrupt your seed and spread dung upon your faces, even the dung of your
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solemn feasts, and ye shall be taken away with it.” Prophecy ceased at this
point of time ; a “famine of hearing the words of the Lord” supervened, and
the Holy Spirit no more spoke through man to Israel till towards the close of
the seventy weeks, when John the Baptist came “in the spirit and power
of Elijah, to revive the hearts of the fathers in the children,” that they might be
ready to accept the Messiah, and escape being smitten with the curse that was
prophesied for his rejectors. .

Whether Malachi’s words had any effect in warding off the threatened
retribution, history is not definite enough to show. The first event of note that
it records, in connection with the renewal of oppression, is given by Josephus :
it took place thirty years after the expiry of the forty-nine years.

He informs us that the high priest John, grandson of Eliashib (Neh. xiii,,
28) quarrelled in the temple with his brother—the son-in-law of the Sanballat
mentioned by Nehemiah—and slew him there. The Jews were at this time
again under a Persian governor, Bagoses, who oppressively taxed every sacrifice
offered, and who, after the murder, insisted upon entering the temple, saying
that his presence could not pollute it more than the high priest had done.
“ The people were on account of this murder, enslaved, and the temple was
polluted by the Persians” (Josephus, Book 11, ch. 7).

In such circumstances we may find the explanation of the dividing off of
the seven weeks from the 69. Seven prophetic weeks, or 49 literal years, seems
to be the length of time of their “little reviving,” under an autonomous govern-
ment ; at their expiry, I think the 2,300 years commences.

Deducting, therefore, this period from 444—in which year the command to
rebuild the walls was given—we find that 395 B.C. commences the time of
Sanctuary pollution and Jewish downtreading. From that time Greek, Syrian
and Egyptian alterpately made Palestine their battleground — enslaving,
plundering, and killing the Jews in multitudes. At intervals they obtained some
ease, as under the Maccabees. The Romans ultimately, when Jewish iniquity was
consummated in the crucifying of Messiah, carried them away as by a flood,
and completed the treading under foot that commenced afier the Restoration.

Daniel briefly adds (ix., 27) that wrath will be poured upon the Jewish deso-
lator, thus finishing with the last thing mentioned in the previous vision of
ch. 8, where we read that he shall be broken “ without hand” ; the manner
of the breaking being described elsewhere by him,

Like the representative Holy one (viii., 13), we anxiously enquire, “How
long shall be the vision?”; for Jewish upnising indicates that the time of
our redemption draws nigh.

The question relates to the giving of “the Sanctuary and host to be
trodden under foot,” which appears to have been, as before stated, in or about
395 B.C. Measuring from this time, the 2,300 YEARS WILL EXPIRE IN 1905.

Zionism is now a political factor that is to be reckoned with ; itis
countenanced by the German Emperor, and the Sultan seems willing, for a
price, to open his Palestinian dominions to the Jew. But they have not
succeeded in their commercial and other attempts to obtain enough money.
Israel sold themselves for nought, and they are to be “redeemed without
money.” It may be that success will be gained by political means. Chronic
unrest is the state of the Turk, and suspicion of the designs of each other, the
state of his Russian, Austrian, and Italian neighbours. Much may happen in
four years, and we may surely look for some event as definite as the royal
decrees for their former restoration, to take place about the expiry of that
time.

It will be seen that the above calculations are based upon the 2,300 days
named in the Authorised Version. If these be correct there is obviously
w0 need to adopt the figures found in any exceptional manuscript of Daniel.

A word as to former expositions of this Sanctuary cycle. It has beer
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thought to commence with the first event seen in the vision, namely, the uprise
of the Persian above the Median power, which took place in 536 B.C. This, as
a preliminary commencement of the cycle, brings us 1o 1764, which was a
g::lod when Jewish conditions began to improve. An Emancipation Act had
ssed m England, and was followed afterwards by the American revolted
colomes embodying the principle of Jewish cquality in their new constitution.
The French Revolution quickly followed, which shook into ruin the Contincntal
States, and, at the same time, unloosed the fetters from the then everywhere
despised and persecuted Israelite, who thereupon quickly asserted himself.

Again, it has been suggested that the first notable event in the vision, viz.,
the Persian ram pushing the Grecian goat, is the starting point. This was in
480 B.C,, when Xerxes invaded Greece. Two thousand three hundred years
from thence falls in 1820, at which time the fiist decisive blow at the power
which still defiles and possesses the Sanctuary-land was struck. Greece
revolted, and became separated from Turkey, whose fleet was also destroyed.

Azam, two thousand three hundred measured from the restoration decrees
of 456 and 444 B.C., run out in 1844 and 1856. In the former year Turkey—
the Power raised up to chastize the Catholic apostacy in the East (Rev. ch. ix.)
—was * requm:d" to cease the cxccutmn of apostates, and an edict was
extorted, granting religious toleration in its dominions; in the latter, the
Crimean war came to an end, and, by the Treaty of Paris which followed it,
the Powers undertook to regulale ’the dissolution of the Ottoman Emp:re

Each of these events 1s a distinct step lowards the “ cleansing” of the
Sanctuary-land, and it is in harmony with the Divine system of prophetic
times to regard them as initiatory fulfilments of the cycle. As they develop
we gain confidence in looking for the speedy and complete fulfilment from its
latest and final starting point.

Caution is to be advised in dealing with dates, which we have to reason
out, and modesty in our deductions therefrom, Presumptuous statements as the
followmg ought to be guarded against. Speaking of Sanctuary cleansing, a
Mr. Dimbleby declares :— “ Jerusalem cannot be trodden down a moment later
than 18983, unless we can quench the sun and stop the rotation of the earth.”

Yet difficulties, failures, and the follies of men should not deter from the
study of an element of revelation which was given that in due time it might be
understood. * Pray for the peace of Jerusalem ;” “ God shall arise and have
mercy upon Zion, for it is time to have pity upon her, yea, the sef time is
come.”

R. H. Forbp.

[We insert the foregoing thoughtful contribution as a help toward the
solution of an important prophetic time, the interpretations of which have not
hitherto been satisfactory. We shall be prepared to _consider the insertion in
future numbers of further remarks or criticisms which any of our readers may
have to offer.—ED. S.X)
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Editorial Flyleaf,

We tender our thanks to those sub-
scribers who have remitted for Volume
Eight, and, in answer-to several inquiries
relating to health, we beg to say that it
continued fairly good until the middie of
January, when, in consequence of un-
expected and very exceptional worry,
connected with business, the Fditor Lud
a recurrence of some of the symptoms
which he had two and a half years ago,
and from which, at the time of writing,
he had not recovered. What the future
may bring he knows not.  He commits
himseli to an all-wise and merciful
Father.

One of the most stupendous and useful
engineering works of modern times is
the dam thrown across the Nile, by
which 2,500 square miles of land are
added to the crop-bearing area of Egypt.
The difficulties of the undertaking have
been immense. Operations have some-
times had to be suspended for months
together when the Nile was at his highest,
and it has been necessary to dig to enor-
mous depths to find sure foundations.
The work is being carried out by British
capitalists and engineers, and Egypt pro-
vides nothing towards the cost until the
work is completed. The payments will
then be spread over 30 yeurs, and these,
it is presumable, will be a comparatively
easy task, because the additional area
of the soil will considerably enhance the
national revenue.

The undertaking is interesting as
bearing upon the future of Egypt. Any-
thing which makea that country more
productive will increase the cupidity of
Russia, stimulated by France, to wrest
it from British control Little do the

men of wealth amd skill know they are
Jdoing a work which will help to deprive
Britain of her present supremacy in
that part of Africa.

The article in the present number on
* Iuniel's Seventy Weeks,” by Bro.
R. H. Ford, contains some precautionary
remarks in regard to deductions from
Jdates connected with prophetic times,
which are very opportune, in view of the
disappointment caused in 1900, and alse
in 1896, through the presumptuous
Jdogmatism of recent prophetic exposi-
tions.

We were recently reminded of another
instance, by the re-perusal of a letter,
dated December 4th, 1874, written to us
by a very earnest brother, who said ;—

“I have just been reading an extra-
ordinary work of Thurman’s, of America,
and you should ponder its contents!
He demonstrates irom Scripture, history,
and astronomy, in combination, the com-
mencement and ending of the \x,npture
lines of time, and makes the nltimate in
ull cases to vonverge to the 14th of the
first (Jewish) month, 1875, or, say, 19th
April, 1875, and I defy you, or anyone
clse, to find a flaw in hi# reasoning out
this resalt, and what is of great moment,
in doing so he verifies the accuracy of the
text of the Scriptures.”

The Hlaw which this brother thought
it impossible to deteet has been exposed
by the cfiuxion of time. Nevertheless,
such ciforts are not to be despised.
Although failures, they often contribute
something towards a correct solution,
il only in showing to subsequent investi-
gators some of the pitialls to avoid. The
difficulties in  solving prophetic-time
problems will, doubtless, be gradually
removed as we come nearer to the time
for their expiration, Hence the wisdom
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of further investigation, undaunted by
post mistakes.

In the Chrisadelphian for November
the following passage oceurs :—

“What did Paul mean when he said
to the Colossians that they had put off the
old man with his deeds?™ Answer:
The meaning is sutliciently obvious from :
the context. Read verses 8 to 10, “ But
now ye also put off all these, anger,
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy com-
mupication out of your mouth. Lic not
one to another, seeing ve have put off
the okl man with his deeds. awd have put
on the new man, which is renewel in
knowledge after the image of Him that
created him,

“The old man” is descriptive of the
evil chnracter of the natural man. ~ The
new man ” defines the character of such
an one transformed by the knowlalge '
and obedience of Christ. A Colossian
who had been a thiet und a linr, and had !
heen transformed by the Gospel into an
honest, truthiul, affectionate servant of
Christ, would have put off the okl nan
with his deeds. The matter is us plain
as possible to senses unspoiled by theo-
logical metaphysica.

The meaning of Paul’s statement in
Colossians is certainly sufficiently obvious
from the context, but the Editor of the
Christadelphian does not give that mean-
ing. It is true that there is a putting
off of the old man with his deeds during
probation in the sense of walking in
Christ’s footsteps, but it is also true that
the ok} man with his deeds, in another |
sense, is put off at baptism, and this is
what the Apostle refers to when he says,
*Ye have put off the old man with his |
deeds.”

This fact is used by him as a reason for .
not practising some of the deeds of the |
old man, viz., lying one to another. If
the old man with his deeds had been put
off completely in the character-aspect,
there would have been no need to give
the exhortation, * Lie not one to another.”

1t was because they had put off the old
man with his deeds—in & constitutional :
sense, by immersion into the New Man .
Christ—that the Apostle appeals to them |
to act in barmony with this changed -

position. To represent the putting oft of
the old man with his deeds as wholly a
question of character is misleading; and
the reverse of a right division of the
Word of Truth. It is twolokl—1st, con-
stitutional ; 2nd, in character ; and the
first is the basis, or reason, for the
secomd.

in the same number of the Christa-
delphiun the tollowing question oceurs
in " Answers to Correspondents ”

= Could Christ have been raised from
the Jead, apart irom the shedding of his
hlmnl 2™ 1n reply, the Editor says :—

“ ft is- unprofitable for mortals to
speeulate as to what mught, or could,
have been had things been different. God
only reyuires us to rightly exercise our
minds on His will and purjuse concern-
ing things as they are and shall be. The
\ulptuns tell us concerning the resur-

i rection of Christ, that +¢ was because he
Towus
. from the dead.
. rousness was munifested in perfection in

fan holy one’ that Glod raised him
His holiness and right-

his vbedivnce unto his death. This is the
positive teaching of Scripture. We do
not care to contemplate or discuss contra-
dictory or hypothetical conditions.”

In the statements which we have put
in italies in the above gquotation, the
Editor of the Christadelphian virtually
allows the point of the question, for he
practically asserts that the shedding of
His blood was part of Christ’s perfect
obedience on the basis of which He was
raised from the dead. There need not
therefore, have been any apparent diffi-
dence in giving & straight answer to the
question. Indeed, the author of the
Tuwelve Lectures took very strong ground
in relation to the necessity of Christ’s
perfect obedicnce, including therein the
shedding of His blood as o basis for
resurrection, for in that work, pp. 146-7,
he wrote :—

* The necessities of the case have been
perfectly met by Jesus Christ. The first
necessity was that the law, both Edenic
and Mosaic, should be enforced. The
law required the death of the transgres-
sing nature, viz., human nature. . . .
But it was also necessary that he should
be holy, because, ¢/ he had been o sinner
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Limself, his sacrifice would have been uf | boustings bo continued, aiter

n0 avuil, inasmuch as kis own sin would
have prevented his [N‘l;muhon, /mzu':"
tating the per minion of deat
by g f Christ lad been a
personal transgressor, God could not have
raised him from the deud, becuuse the law
of sin would have kept him Vn the grave,
and the scheme of salvation would have

miscarried st its most vital juncture.”
(Italics ours).

This quotation is in harmony with
Seripture teaching in relation to the
operation of the law of sin and death,
and it is what we have contended for all
through the recent division. Was it
because the full force of the argument,
volved in the question put to the
Editor of the Christadelphian, was seen
to completely nullify the enlightened
rejector theory that he does not care to
contemplate or discuss  hypothetical
conditions *

The Editor of the Christadelphian,
the January number, in a note to son
one on the *Responsibility Question,”
quotes the following as evidence of resur-
rection to judgment of the unbaptised
rejector of the Truth. “To him that
knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to
him it is sin.” (Jas. 17)

i the

being
shown what God required, they would
be sin. To apply the words to any out
of Christ is to perpetrate what logicians
call & non sequitur. It is virtually to
represent the Apostle as saying that
because. those in Christ did evil when
they knew what was good, those out of
Christ doing the same were equally
guilty of sin against Divine law. This
quite ignores the apostolic dictum else-
where, that they *that are in the flesh
cannot please God,” awd that, cor
quently, all they do is sin in relation to
God’s will. Ay well might we say that
the statement in verse 6 applies to those
out of Christ cqually with those in
Christ, “God resisteth the prowd, bu
giveth grace unto the humble.”

In the Diary describing Bro. Sulley’
visit to America, Australia, and New
Zealand, there occurs the following
incident, which we cordially commen
to the notice of any others situated in
w similar position.

“Many years ago the writer Was
visiting & brother and sister almost in
isolation. After breaking bread, there
seemed to be un absence of oue necess
clement—a collection. U'pon suggesting
of making one, it Wus

This is an
f Scripture through lgnoung the con-
text. The verse begins with the word
“ Therefore,” which clearly implies that
it is connected with that which goes
before.  The preceding verses deal
wholly with those in Christ, verses 13, 14,
and 15, admonishing them that their
business affuirs should be subject to God's
will, because their life was a vapour ready
to vanish away. This apparently the
brethren in question did not do; for,
after the admonition in verse 13 to 1
the Apostle says: “ But now ye rejoice
in your boustings, all such rejoicing iv
evil”

Then follows verse 17: * Therefore to
him that knoweth to do good and doeth it
not, to him it is sin” Obviously the
word “him ™ in this verse is equivalent
to *ye,” and, in effect, states that if the

 help.

| we have no speciul call f

explained : * We are generally alone, and
r anything of

we do our

When there is.

that ki
best.
0y *We are commanded
by the Apostic to make a collection on
the first duy of the week as an offering
o t every man lay by him
in store, as God hath prospered him
(1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2). You, as the husband,
earn so mnnh * Honour the Lord with
If you put on one side
l.u.r) first d«ya proportionate sum. as
indicated in “the types under the law,
you will have the money to spend when
the opportunity co kewise your
wite—she receives so much for keeping
louse—perchance she can *suve’ out
yet a little. Now, if both lay by in
this way, it will be ready when requireil.
= I you have no case of need amongst
your smal bly, there are plenty in
large ecclesias anil in isolation who need
Then, aguin, atter your *store’
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increases to & sufficient sum, you might
make a public proclamation of the truth
in your neighbourhood, for you will
have sufficient ‘laid by’ for travelling
expenses and advertising, &c.; and the
Lord may prosper your ways and increase
Yyour numbers. ﬁle suggestion * cuught
on,’ as we say. And now there are
more than ‘two or three’ meeting in
that place ; and, moreover, many have
come to a knowledge of the truth as a
consequence of the public proclamation
in this little place.”~The Christadel-
phian, January, 1902, p. 34.

The Christadelphian Advocate for last
November contains a letter on the
Inspiration question, signed “John
Genders,” of Birmingham, dealing with
an editorial criticism of a statement in
the July Fraternal Vistor, that the
original MSS. of the Bible are “at the
present time non-existent,” and “the
most one can say concerning them is
but affirmation without evidence.® This
letter is followed by a reply by Bro.
Thos. Williams, editor of the Advoente.

The February number of the Christa-
delphian Advocate contains a second
Jetter from the above-named writer,
followed likewise by an editorial reply.
To those who are interested in the ques-
tion of Inspiration, these communics-
tions are well worth perusal, inasmuch
a8 they Jeal with the root of the matter.

In the second Jetter irom Bro. Genders,
he seys that the statement about the
original MNS, was “a slip of the pen,”
and that it related, not to the writings
themselves, but to the = parchment and
ink.® The Fraternal Visitor for Feb-
ruary contains an editorial criticism
of Bro. Williams’ article in the November
Christadelphian Advocate, in  which
Bro. J. J. Hadley says that the state-
ment in question * in ita absolute naked-
ness cannot be defended,” and further
adds that “ it ought to have been quali-
fied * by a remark that it referred to the
question as to whether the original MSS.
* were absolutely free from error.”

In the Fraternal Visitor criticism it
is contended that if the word “inspira-
tion® in II. Tim. iii. 16, means the
“ubsolute inerrancy® of the * Moly
Scriptures,” it would be equally logical
to contend, on the basis of the word “ in-
spiration ” in Job xxxii. 8, that the
“ hunman understanding ® was “ likewise
infallible.® But there is & flaw in this
reasoning. The two passages are not
of equal suthority. There is no question
about the passage in IL Tim. iii. 16
having been written by Paul under
Spirit guidance, but the statement in
Job xxxii. 8 was uttered by a man who
was not under Spirit guidance, viz,
Elihu, who spake some things that were
true and some that were false. Inspira-
tion, therefore, is only responsible for a
corrvect record of what Elihu uttered.

The whole gist of the criticism by the
Editor of the Fraternal Visitor is to the
effect that the Bible is wholly inspired,
but that Divine inspiration does not
involve [reedom from error—a kind of
inspiration which, it may be remarked,
constitutes the Bible the very reverse of
an lmpregnable Rock.

As an illustration of the kind of error
which inspired writings are said to con-
tain, reference is mude to a discrepancy
in the two records of the same event in
Matt. xxi. 40, 41, and Luke xx. 15-16, in
which an answer, attributed to Christ
by one historian, is, by the other, placed
in the mauth of his disciples.

On this puint, Dr. Adam Clarke, in
commenting on the passage in Matthew,
VS 1—

“But Luke rvelates it differently.
According to him, they said, God forbid /
The ‘Codex Leicestrensis’ omits ot
Aeyovoiv, they say; so that the fol-
lowing words appear to be spoken by our
Lord. Michaelis supposes that in the
Hebrew original the word was waiomer,
ke said ; for which the Greek translator
might have read, waiomery, they said.”
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We do not quote this as an absclute
solution of the difficulty, but as an
indication of how the discrepancy most
probably originated, and to show on what
slender grounds the contention for &
Divine inspiration admitting of error, 18

baved.

On the eve of going to press, we have
received & pamphlet, of about 18 pages,
entitled * The sign of the prophet Jonah;
a vindication of the Truth: by Wiliam
F. Richards, of 300, New Cross Road,
London, S.E." Its object is to show
that Jesus was seventy-two hours in the
Tomb, and, thereby, to refute the popu-
lar belief that he was only there from
Friday afternvon until Sunday morning.
We have not had time to critically ex-
amine the evidence and the arguments
presented by Bro. Richards—who is a
member of the South London Eeclesia—
hut we may say that we have long been
convinced that the popular view on this
subject is erroneous.

The Treaty of Alliance between Gresb
Britain and Japan, published on the 12th
of February, is a very important docu-
ment. It provides lor two contingencies.
First, if either Nation has to defend its
own interests in the Far East, the other
undertakes to remain neutral; and,
second, if either of them should go to war
in defence of interests common to both, -
and is attacked by niore than one hostile
power, it is o receive assistande from
the other party to the Alliance.

On the surfuee, it is defensive and
pecific, but, in reality, it is intended to
resist the encroschiments of Russia in the
Far East, which—notwithstanding her
disclaimers—are being steadily, but
quietly, consolidated.

This step confirms the opinion we
have expressed in former numbers of the
SaNcruary KEeeper, that the *tidings
vut of east and out of the north” (Dan.
ii. 44), which are to trouble Russia when
invading the Holy Land, are likely to
come from the Far East, and from the
British Isles.

Things RNew and OIb.—Mo, 23.

PeTir’s Firsr LeTTRR.— Continued.

The Scriptural Quotations sre nearly ail given, a3 in Young's Tranalation.

It must have been no small satisfaction
ta the brethren wha were to witness the
impending judgment upon the House of
Isruel, to receive the Divine Message, tor
such is this Fpistle. Indeed, all the
Apostolic Epistles ure Divine messages,
and each has its important bearing upon
the time and circumstances in which
hrethren have been, and are, placed.
This feature is & clear indication of their
Divine source, for none but the Deity
could have so framed & message
Or messsges B8 ut once to 50 com-
pletely provide for existing circum-
stances, end also for unborn ages, as

to afford encouragement, puidance, and
comfort to all those who were truly his
chililren. Such, however, is the case,
and a close acjuaintance with the Word
enables us to reahse this.

A correct understanding is what the
Truth-loving servant of Christ desires ;
and it is in Joctrinal matters more than
in precept or exhortation, that great
vare in interpretation is required, be-
cause the latter are much more easly
apprehended. They are more closely
related to every-day events in our lives
than doctrines which necessarily include
things pertaining to the Deity him.
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self. We should therefore realise that
in order to attain accuracy and a definite-
ness compatible with the clear and perfect
will of God, devout study snd a steady
application of the mind are absolutely
necessary. .

That such a course will be profitable
there can be no doubt ; the many refe-
rences made to other parts of the Serip-
tures will very often shed a light on a
verso or expression which enables the
true meaning to be understood, and
thereby cause us to rejoice in being able
to produce a “ Thus saith the Lord.”

That the Epistles all abound in both
exhortation and doctrine is an obvious
truth, and it is by both that we are
enabled to build ourselves and others up
in the most holy Faith in which we are
called.

Peter, like Paul, gloried only in the
Lord, and both realised their ambassa-
dorial work ; both realised that they
were chosen to be leaders of the brethren,
the one of the Jews, and the other of the
Gentiles. What would seem egotism
in men less honourably placed, becomes

. the charm of pleading and beseeching
“in Christ’s stead,” and a spirit of admira-
tion results in all those who love to dwell
on their words. How refreshing, there-
fore, is Peter’s entreaty in the first verse
of this chapter :—* Elders who are among
you, I exhort, who am u fellow-elder, and
a witness of the sufferings of the
Christ, and of the glory about to be re-
vealed a partaker ; tend the Hock of God
which i8 among you, being overseers,
not constrainedly, but willingly, neither
for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind,
neither as exercvising lordship over the
heritages, but patterns becoming of the
flock : and at the manifestation of the
Chief Shepherd, ye shall reccive the
unfading Crown of Glory ” (verses 1-4).

There are not very many words in the
above, but there is a fund of wisdom in
the seven points :—The Ellers were con-
sidered a8 shepherds among the brethren,
acting under a * Chief Shepherd,” whom
in an earlier portion of the Epistle they
had been reminded that they loved

(chap. 1, 8). Now was their practical
manifestation of that love 1o be seen ; lst,
to be constituted an overseer or shep-
herd was an honour ; secondly, the work
was to be “ not constrainedly,” that is;
with a feeling of compulsion or irksome-
ness. It is possible to accomplish work
under such conditions, but where would
the vitality be¥ Its equivalent in the
world to-day is “the form of godliness
without tho power.” Sheep tonded
under such conditions are restricted
from that sweet pasturage and love of
travelling o’er the word which improves
them, just as in the natural sheep careful
shepherding and roaming at will over
the sweet pastures fattens and keeps
them in heulth.

Thirdly, “but willingly” This is a
gramul trait of character in any worker
tor the Master ; it embraces readiness,

i desire, and inclination, without reluc-

tance. The conditions in those days
were the reverse of pleasantncss ; it fre-
quently meant the loss of all prestige, and
not infrequently the loss of life itself,
We labour under far more favourable
conditions ; let us, therefore, use that
“ willingness ” which shall be pleasing to
the Chief Shepherd.

Fourthly, “ Neither for filthy lucre.”
Under various excuses and for divers
reasons, the world, with its form of
godliness but lacking the power, has
chosen to ignore this excellent exhorta-
tion ; but happily those who know and
love the Truth have ever, so far as my
knowledge goes, resisted an innovation
which must always sap the labour of its
virtue.

Fitthly, “ but of a ready mind ” : that
is, a mind without the promptings of a
sordid nature, such as must more or less
operate where “ filthy lucre ” is an opera-
tive force. “ The hireling feeth because
he is an hireling and careth not for the
sheep,” said the Chief Shepherd.

Sixthly, “ Neither as exercising lord»
ship over the heritages.” This term
* heritages ” covers a fund of meaning ;
it is & term which shows that the sheep
were those who had come under heirship
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by a course of law. What law? Not
the Mosaic, but the Jaw of Truth (Ps, 119,
v. 142}, which centres in the Righteous-
ness of the Deity, and is manifest in
Jesus Christ, through whom all receive
the adoption to sonship and joint heir-
ship with Christ. Kquality, in the
sense of all being “ one in Christ Jesus,”
is their position, and D'eter was, in
effect, pointing out that. This would

¢/fectually prevent the lordship which is !

cxercised by *that form of godliness
which is without its power.” 1t would
further lead Lo their being

Seventhly, * I'utterns becoming of the
flock ;* in character sustaining the high
position which they were privileged to
occupy. How befitting that the reward
should be next mentioned, and asso-
ciated with the Chief Shepherd’s return,
and how grandly, too, does the power of
godliness manitest itself in the words

prevented in both, as indicated by the
exhortation, “with humble-mindedness
be clothed.” If this were acted upon
cach class would realise that “ God the
proud resisteth, but to the humble He
wiveth grace ;” and would recognise the
torce of the injunction, “ Be humbled
then under the powerful hand of God,
that He niay exalt you in due time—uli
your care having cast on Him bocause
He careth for you

Soberness and vigilance are next the
subject of exhortation—two things which
are ever necessary, but especially in the
days when the KEpistle was written,
" because your opponent, the devil, us &
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may swallow up, whom rosist,

. steadiast in the Faith, knowing the same

which the Spirit gave ; and how thank- |
ful we shoukl be, brethren, when we :
realise that we liave been brought out

of darkness into light—from a state of
alienation from God, both racial and

personal, to be constituted ss amongst

* the heritages * of God.

Although to the Eklers were given the
burden of responsibility as teachers and
shepherds, the Younger are not in any-
wise neglected, nor 18 the measure of
responsibility to be lightly esteemed.
There was to be a recognition of the
Elders' work, and a subjection to it also.
Now this would not have been the case
if the Eternal! Spirit had not been the
author and guide. The word which was
to stand for them and the subsequent
ages came from no other source. Elder
and Younger were both to recognise this;
hence theauthoritative power was always
blended with wisdom and love. The

subjection had reference to the control- ;
ling of the mind, which a right training

aims at, the perfect unity between the
Elder and the Younger being at the same
time enjoined, a3 shown by the words,

“ but all to one another subjecting your- |

selves.” I'ride would be thus effectually

sullerings to your brotherhood in the
workl to be accomplished.”

The " devil,” here styled an * opponent”
or “ adversary,” doubtiess represents the
officials of Paganism who were on the
Juok-out for Christ’s brethren, to bring
them before the tribunals for practising
a religion not recognised by the State.*

There is a similarity and a difference
between their state and ours, which a
glance at the respective times will make
more uppurent. Their times were full
of deadly peril ; the Pagan devotees were
numerous and active, and to be taken
by them was to be " swallowed up* in
death unless retractation was made. Re-
sistance, associated with “steadfastness
in the faith,” was to be the manner of
dealing with their opponents, and they
are assured that the brotherhood must
ull act in like manner, Our times are
not to be compared with theirs. There
is opposition, it is true, und I woull that
it were confined to the world, with the
- form of godliness which is without the
power ;  but, unfortunately, in these
days wherein there is & marked declen-
sion from important Truths, oppusition
comes partly from those who protess the
Truth. Itis, however, harmlessin ita effect

* Yeu, the Greek word renderad " advervary
wiealy an opponent in a suit-at-law. —~Bb, 8.X.
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to Ll ; it has no swallowing-up power
such as beset our brethren who received
Peter’s Epistle. Nevertheless, brethren,
the same kind of resistance is to be given,
and associated with the " steadfastness of
the faith.”

Finally, 2 comforting assurance is
given :—" But the God of all grace who
callel you to his age-during glory in
Christ Jesus, having suffered w little,
Himself make you perfect, establish,
strengthen, settle you.” Paul did nbwo
write, - For it is God which worketh in
you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure ;” and it is a very comforting
thought to realise that we are not in
danger of wid faiing us from our
Heavenly Father. When we are obedient
children God will help. So cheer up, ye
toilers, the goal is nearer than it was,
and the strength is no less.

“ Having suffered a little,” I think, i3
used in the comparative sense; for,
althougly many of their sufferings were
very severe an terminated in death by
violence (see Heb, xi. 33-37), yet, as
compared with the age-during glory
that is to follow, it vould be, and was,
described as “ little.”

Sanctuary-Keeper.

The medium of the letter, Silvanus, is
next introduced, and the fewness of the
words is mentioned, in which Peter says
he has “ written exhorting and testifying
this to be the true grace of God in which
ye stand.” It is also nice to read of the
salutations of the assembly in Babylen
(Rome, 1 think) jointly-elected, and Mar-
kus, his son ; and to note the true affec-
tion and peace to all who are in Christ
Jesus. Amen.

It few in words, this Epistle is very
strong in the power and wisdom of Our
God; and, in writing upon it, it has not
been in any spirit of pride that I have
done so, but in the spirit of love, and with
the endeavour to bring into juxtaposition
other parts of theWord in order to present
the meanings of certain wonls and
phrases more fully, 50 a3 to be interesting
and helpful to the brethren, in however
small a way. 1 rejoice, and I assure all
that there has been a willingness and
readiness of mind, combined with
humility, which 1 trust will ever re-
main with mysell and you.

Wa. WHITEBEAD.
New Romney.

Wandering Out of the

“The man that wandereth outof the
way of understanding shall remain in
the congregation of the dead” (Prov.
xxi. 16).

The above passage from the inspired

n of Israel’'s most illustrious and wise

ing is generally applied to all the
Gentilea as expreasing their eternal
condition when once the gates of Death
have closed upon them; but of late
some in the houseliold huve limited it
to the unenlightened Gentiles, 5: ., all
those who have not come within
the sound of the Gospel.

But such an application is inadmis-

Wlay of Wnderstanding.

sible in view of the fact that the Pro-
verbs, like the Epistles in the New
Testament, were written for * instrue-
tion and counsel” to the * Israel of
God.” It is, therefore, obvious that
these words, like the words of Promise
and Life, were addressed to one and
the same people, viz,, the *“ My Son”
(Prov. i. 3). The expression “My
Son” points to the relationship be-
tween Jehovah and the children of
lsrnel (Hosou xi. 1)—a relationship
which every son of Israel could enjoy
by virtue of being a son of Abrahamn
and of the “circumcision.” But for
such a national privilege to benefit him
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for the *life to come,” 1t was necessary
for him to believe and manifest the
“faith of Abraham”; utherwise he
could only be entitled to the blwin&m
of the Law, which pertained to thise life

only.

’¥he Law, although ordained for long
life, nevertheless brought all under its
condemnation,

The Apostle Paul sf eaks of its power
to slay in Rom. vii. 9-10, “ For ] was
alive without the law once: but when
the commandment came, sin revived,
and I died. And the commandinent,
which was ordained to life, I found to
be unto death.”

1t will be observed that the Apostle
also goes back to a time when he ** was
alive once without the Law "—a condi-
tion into which circumecision had

brought hiin. This rite, although per- |
formed by the parents, was the cere- °

mony which made every ‘“son of

Abraham " “alive without the Law.” |

1t was the initial step to *‘the way

. which leadeth to life.”
became the *““son of Abruham” to con-
tinue in the *way of understanding”
by manifeating the *Faith of Abra-
ham.”

The passage under consideration tells

us the end of that ** Son” or man who |

Lss not laid hold of the Faith of
Abraham, but has .** wandered out of
the way of undemstanding.”

Now we think it is obvious that the
“wandering oub of the way” points

unerringly to the couclusion that the |

“man” was once ‘‘in the way of
understanding ”; hence it is the de-
scription of the end of all who “ stray,”
**wander,” or *“forsaske” *‘the way”

into which Divine metcy had brought

them by the “covensnt made to the
Fathers.”

This passage can in no way relate to |
those Gentiles who were never in the |

“way of understanding ”; neitl er can

it apply to the brethien of Christ, of ;
whown 16 ie written * we must all appoar |

before the Judgment Seat of Christ”
(2Cor. v. 10). Hence it can only have
an application to some of the lineul
descendants of Abraham,

1t will be remembered that, while
every son of Abrabam received the
“sign of circumeision, u seul of the
righteousness of the Faith ” (Rom. iv.

11), fow followed in the * Faith” and :

did the *works of Abraham.” 1t was
necessary for those who daesired to be

It, therefore, !

“ heirs with Abraham of the Promises,”
as they cams to years of maturity to
offer sacrifices, and “call upon the
Name of the Lord.”

These sacritices, to ascend with
| acceptance, had to be otfered upon the
: :msis of the covenant made with Abra-
ham,

It is written, **Neither shalt thou
wuffer the sult of the covenant of thy
tiod to be lacking from thy meat offer-
ing” (Lev. ii. 13). It will be seen from
this that the etlicacy of the sncrifices
Iny in the presence uf the “ Salt of the
Covenant "—that is, that ull who offered
the sacrilices were to believe and obey
in the faith of the covenant. For such
the *“blood of the everlasting cove-
i nant” will avail .to bring from * the
i congregation of the dead” to receive
i an mheritance in the land with Abra.
' hmm for ever. Bult being an emblem
i of incorruption, is a fitting representa-
; tion of the Abrahame covenant on
l account of the everlasting character of

that covenant, and in contrast to the
| Mosaic covenant, which wus only tewm-

ll)l'ﬂ.l'y.
That man who * wanders out of the
. way of understunding”—thuat is, the
| Son in Israel whose sucrifices were not
| seasoned with the “ Salt of the Cove-
nant,” who did not lay hold of the Pro-
’ mises made to Abraham becanre of
i unbelief, he, even that * man, shall
! remain in the congregution of the
! dead.”
’ Lot us, as “sons” in the lsrael of
! God, have ‘“ealt in ourselves” that our
| sacrifices may eome up ay & sweet-
i smelling savour, and that we may
| obtain the blessing, even the **recom-
senso of the reward,” when God shall
][ ving us again * from the dead through
i the Blood of the Everlasting Cove-
! nant.”
t
[
!

Northampton. . HaxprEy.

i
[This article was:in type when our
| lust number was issued, but, for want of
I space, it had to be omitted.  Since then
, the writer—as will be seen from the
! Northampton intelligence—hus * inllen
I unlosp in Christ,” to the regret of alt
brethren and sisters who knew hin.
Wo are glad to lLnve uvbtained thia
thoughtful contribution befure his pro-
! bution closed.—Ep. 8.K.]
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The Zionist {MHovement,

Since the issue of our lust number con-
siderable activity has been shown by
some of the supporters of this move-
ment,

On November 20th a debate took
place at a meeting of the Article Club,
under the presidency of Lord Suffield,
on “The Commerciaf Future of Pales-
tine.” At this meeting both Jews and
Gentiles were present, and the princi-
Kial speech, or address, was delivered by

r. 1srael Zangwill, who went very fully
into the position of Pulestine in the past,
it relation to Turkey, and the Gentile
powers : ite exports, its industries, ite
geographical position, existing projects
for its development by railways, its
prospective connection with surround-
ing countries, and the position of the
present Jewish colonies.

Hall Caine and several other Gientiles
spoke sympathetically of the movement

vocated by Mr. Zangwill.

On December 1st, at u meeting of the
Maccabean Club -—which is composed
principally of artistic and limra?’ Jews
—Mr. Hall Caine presided at a lecture
by Mr. Israel Zangwill, when the chair-
man_expressed strong sympathy with
the Zionist movement. Mr. Zangwill’s
address was an amplification of the one
previously delivered at the Article
Club,

On December 14th a mass meeting—
one of a series about the same tune
throughout the Zionist world—was hel:l
in Shoreditch Town Hall, whichh was
crowded in every part long before the
hour of commencement. Altogether
this gathering was a most enthusiastic
one.

I'HE NEw LiseraL Review (No. 11)
for December containa an article of
20 pp. by Israel Zungwill entitled * The
Return to Palestine,” which is, for the
most, part, an elaboration of the afore-
mentioned addresses. In thisarticle he
gives a pitinble account of the existing

Jewish colonies in Palestine, which are
;mrtly on a charitable, and, therefore,
he contends, on an unsound basis. He
reviews, indeed, the efforts which have
been made for the last forty years to
wmneliorate the condition of the Jews by
one means or another, points out their
Haws and failures, and forcibly con-
tends that the only solution of the
problem js to be found in the Zionist
Movement.

An interesting pamphblet, entitl-d
¢ Zionism: Jewinh Aims and Jewish
Ideals,” has been issued by Mr. J. Ds
Haas, an enthusiastic young Zionist
residing in London, in which he givesa
review of the political, religious, and
economic position of the Jews, discusses
their possible future apart from Zionism,
and describes the growth in their midst
of the Messianic belief.

On the 26th of December the fifth
Zionist Congress commenced its sitbings
at Basle, in Switzerland. In reporting
it the Jewisk 1lorld says that it was at-
tended by nearly 300 delegatesand 1,000
vigitors,  Every country and every
tongue from South Africa to Manchuria,
and from New Zealand to Klondike,
sent its representatives; about half the
delegates Leing from Russia, where the
Movement, on account of the oppressed
condition of the Jew, excites the keenest
interest. The principal addresses were
made by Dr. Horzl, Sir Francis Monte.
fiore, Dr. Max Nordau, and Mr. Israel
Zoangwill.

Dr. Herzl reported, of course, his
interview with the Sultan, but ap-
parently was not able to make any
definite announcement as to results.
He said, “the kindness and heartiness
of this reception has filled me with great
hopes. From the words and bearing of
His Majeaty I have the feeling that the
Jewisl people have a friend and patron
in the reigning Khalifa, The Sultan
hos authorised me to say so openly ”
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A tolegram was sent from the Congress | all rolled into one, to which he ndda the
to the Sultan which elicited the fuﬁ:xw- ! roles of Speaker of Parliument and

iug reply from Ibrahim Pasha:— Chairman of Committees with Leader of
the House.”

|
“ ]
mdlpcfn ab f:»]tdm,?:o::m "~ | From the fact that the interview
; 4 - £ | with the Sultan has not, as yet, been
order of His Majesty I hasten tn | :)ll;'olwecll by any definite a.mmuynce,menr.
. A . A "o ]
oxproas high Imporial satisfaction.” . it is evident that the time is not ripe
The proceodings at the Congresa ; for such a step. It may be, as has been
appear to have been of a very enthusi- | suggested, that the openingof Palestine
astic charscter throughout, its results | to the Jows on the Zionist busis will not
baing summarised by Dr. Herzl at ita | take place until there occurs some
clove in the following worda:—* New | political complication among the Gentile
experience hud been gained during ! nations. If, however, such an event has
tho days of their deliberations; very ' yet to be awaited, we may be quite sure
much had been done which had | that the process of preparation which
strengthened the Movement; the | the Movement has undergone during
Jewish Colonial Trust h d been ad- | the last five years will have been neces-
vanced, the National Fund cremted, | sary for the combined fullilment of the
and the organisation had been impraved. | Jewish hopes and the purposes of God.
The Zionist Movement had ceased to be On the 14thof ¥ebruary Dr. Herzl,
» Utopian dream, and was now entering ~ iu response to a telegraphic invitation
on the stage of realisation,” from the Sultan, arrived at Constanti-
The mere task of sitting at the various ' nople, uccompanied by Mr. Joseph
meetings of this Congress could not | Cowen, one of the Goveruors of the
have been n light one, for on the first | Jewish Colonial Trust. After u stay of
day the evening meeting, which wasthe | four days they returned home. No
third sitting, did not close until after | anwouncement has yet been made as to
midnight ; on the third day, not until | the object, or result of the visit, but it
4,90 a.m. ; on the fourth day, not until | iy, no doubt, connected with the Zionist
3w, ; und on the lifth day, not until | movemeut, and the invitation mny be
4.30 am. Hotwoeen the sittings there ' due to the fact, receuntly annouuced in
were apparently numerous committess | the Pr.es, that the Porte is in great
which, no doubt, required constant ; strsits for money, .
attendance by the office bearers und | In an article in Household Words for
many of the delegates. February 22nd,on the Zionist movemeat,
Dr., Herzl appears to have been the bly Iarael Zangwill, it is suggested that
“gole and controlling genius” in the ' there may yet be a Jewish Republic in
whole Congress. An Knglish Jewish  Palestine, with Dr. Herzl as its first
doleg‘h says of him that, “to the  President.
Jewish nation he is Premier, Foreign
L y, Ambassador, party ger, | Enitog.

Our Letter Bor.

DANIEL X1l 1.

time of the Second Advent. Taking a
broader view of the prophetic times, in
relation to latter-duy developmeonts, he
considers that allowing 1927-8 as the
el of the seven times ol Isruel's down-
treading, there are alyo the Gentile times,
ending some 20 to 30 years earlicr,

H. B, commenting on the article
in the last number of the SANCTUAKY-
Kexegr, on “Danmt’s Sepven Tises,”
agrees with the main facts, and the
remarkable signa of Israel’s awakening,
sad end of Jewish times ; but does not
follow the reasoning with regard to the
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1801-10, to be taken into account. Also,
the 1,260 years of the Papal Horn-
Power, which ended in 1870, must not
be overlooked. If these times affect
spiritus) Israel after the type of Israel's
deliverance from Egypt, may not the
non-sppearance of Christ at the end of
the 1,200 years, or the present year, he
explained by the fact that there is »
little margin in the 3} yeurs left over
from the 70 weeks of Duniel, which
should be added on to the 1,200.* OF
one thing, ssys H. B., we may bo cer-
tain : the signs in the political heavens
are unmistakable, and as members of
the One Body desirous of being included

* We do not think that Aniv portion of the
Seventy Weeky is still untulfilled, and connot,
therefors, enterialn the above sugygested ex-
planstion.—¥n., B.K.

in the “ Bride,” which “ maketh herself
ready,” let us “so run” that we may
obtain a place in His glorious Kingdom.

A Sister (“ Prove all Things "} would
like answera to the following questions,
which we submit for the consideration
of our readers :—

m. vi. 5.—" For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of His
death, we shall be also in the likeness of
His resurrection.”

When does the planting take place ?

1 John iii. 9.—"* Whosoever is born
of God doth not commit sin, for his sesd
remaineth in him, and he cannot sin
because he 18 born of God.”

Can we say that we are without sin
now !

Within the boly Place,

ABERGAVENNY.

5, Monk Street : Sunday, 11 a.m. and
8-30, Wodnesday (Bible Claxs) 8 p.m.

Since the formation of our ecclesia our
numbers have been a.ufmented by Annie
and Edith Bennet, who have accepted
the tenets of the truth and cast aside the
traditions and commandments of men.
Being 80 isolated irom other ecclesias,
and having to rely upon our own

Jecturing abilities, it is only by great’

efforts that we are able to keep “our
room”™ on. Yet we continue to trust
that some *fruit of our labours™ may
soon be forthcoming to encournge us.
We shall be extremely giad of the help of
any brothers who may be passing this
way.
J. PricE
BRISTOL.

We have not much to report, except
that we have had the pleasure of a visit
from Sister Sawtell, of Glastonbury, and
Sister Rushforth, of Abergavenny. We
shall be pleased to welcome any brother,
or sister, of “ like precious faith,” who
may happen to ocome this way. Our

address is 14, Shaftesbury Avenue,
Montpelier, Bristol.
W. PaLMER.
BURNLEY.

It is with great pleasure that I write
to inform you that we, as an Eecclesia,
have agreed to report our unily of mind
with you respecting the question of
resurrectional responsibility, and the
nature of Christ.

That is to say, we, the undersigned,
heartily believe that Christ, by His
death, was cleansed from His own sin-
nature, which came by condemnation in
Adam, and that we, being buried into
His death by baptism, must likewise

rtake of that justification, as well as
&i ng forgiven our personal sins,

, that resurrection and appear-
ance at the Judgment Seat of Christ ar
for the receipt of reward and punishment
for those only who have come under Jaw
to God.

And that the Basis of Faith, pub.
lished and held by the Ecclesia meeting
at Barnsbury Hull, London, is in entire
accordance with Divine Truth,
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We meet for breaking of bread on S8un-
day sfterncon at 12.30 p.m., at my
house, 270, Cog Lane, Burnley ; and it
would give us great pleasure (o0 meot with
sny of the same fsith who inay come

this wag.

k0. ASHWORTH BarvLow,
SisTer IsaBELLA Banrow.
Sisrer Auiox Rivmy.
S1sTER EMMa GaBuoRY.
Ssrxe Auice Kay.
SisTER Kprre Bakvow.

ASHWORTH BaRLOw.

HOVE (BRIGHTON),

Since ovur last report, wc have con-
tinued to sow the seod of the kingdom,
and, I am glad to say, thut our labours
lwvo been rewarded. We hud a visit
from Bro. Strunge, Barnsbury Hall,
who spent his holidsy here, and broke
bresd with us on August 4th and 11th ;
also from Bro. J. Duvies from the
Mumbles, Wales, who spent a fcw months
with us, but returned to Wales on Nove-
ber 17th ; and also, on November 24th,

from Bro. Mockford, from Camberwell,
who waa a great help in exhorting and |

leeturing.

On December 1st we were very pleased
to get a visit from Bro. Puttenden, who
has heen some time in isolation at Seven-
oaks ; and on January 5th from Sister
Annie Roberts, of Barnsbury Hall. We
shall be pleased to see any others of like
precious faith.

Miss E. Brooks, age 20, who for some
time has been looking into the truth,
embraced its teaching as she told her
Bible Class teacher, “ with her own free
will; " she through the waters of

)

baptism, t;ngeby putting on Christ, on ,

December 3

We have added to our Library the .

bound vol. 1-6 of the SaNcTvaRY KEEPRK,
with the * Blood of the Covenant,” and
we would strongly urge other brethren
to do likewise.

We also had a visit from Bro. J. Owler,
of Barnsbury Hall, on February 2nd, who
helped us by s#n exhortation and a
lecture.

© well

With respect to brethren taking their |

Lokidays, I shall be ver,
nish apy with a list of nl‘;n lo apartments
at Hove, where they will receive a hearty
welcome from those in the Bond of the
Covenant.
C. R. MosLey, Recording Bro.
10, Wordsworth Street, Hove.

leased to fur- °

JERSEY.

Kaithful proclamation of the truth has
for some time past shown no visible
result.  Cheering signs of an opposite
charucter are at last causing hope and
grateful rejoicing.

N. J. Puice, Revording Bro.

ST. LEONARDS.

Since our last report we have no specia
nows to chronicle, save that we have
been visited by our Sister Greenhalgh,
and the Brethren Carlow, of Cowden.
We spent a very profitable time in Scrip-
ture research.

Our Sistor Hadden has beon seriously
tll, but we rejoice that health has now
been restored.

Our usual subdvor cfforts were con-
tinued through the summer months of
lust your. Wo had many uapparcutly
attentive listeners, and wo trust they will
take heed to the truth lasid before them
ero it be too late.

F. G. W. Sivmons.

LONDON (NORTH).

Baunspury Harr, BarNssury Steeer, N
Sundays, 11 a.m and 7 p.m.; Wednes
days, 8 p.m.

It is gratifying to be able to veport
that since the last number of the Sanc.
TuarY Kerpek was issued, we have been
cheered by the introduction into the
Saving Name of Mrs. Florence Home
and Miss Amy Ethel Davey, who were
immersed on 12th January ; also of Miss
Mina Isabella Owler (voungest daughter
of Bro. and Sister W. Owler), who passed
through the baptismal waters on 9th
Fcbhruary. We earnestly pray that they,
with us, may be found worthy in the day
of His coming.

Our usual tea meeting was held on
Boxing Day, and proved interesting and
instructive.

The attendance at the lectures is fairly
intained, some t of interest
having been aroused by our inviting
questions from visitors.

We take this opportunity of acknow-
lolging anonymous contributions of £5
snd 2¢. G, ; wlso £3 14s. (from Jersey),
to our Poor Fund, timely assistance
which is most gratefully nppreciated.

. Jous Owren,
Reeording  Bro.
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LONDON (80UTH).

Surery Masonic Hari, CampeRwrLL
New Roap, S.E,

We are plessed to report that our Bro.
Albert Addison and our Sister Elizabeth
Woods were joined together in murriage
on 31st October, 1601,

Also that William Robert Jeucock, in
obedience to the command, was immersed
on December 20th, 1001, after » good
confession,

We have also to report that our Bro.
W. Richards, sen., father in the flesh to
our Bro. W.F. Richards, fell asleep on
January 3rd, 1002, and was laid to rest
on Monday, 6th January, 1802, full of
hope, in the assurance that the Lord, the
rightoous Judge, will raise him again
from the dust of the earth to stund in his
Yot at the end of the days.

NEW ROMNEY.

We have had the pleasure of a visit
from our Bro. Prett, from Sandway,
near Maidstone, since 1 last wrote you;
and we have also had staying for some
weeks with our Bro. Cook, Bro. Albert
Hall, of the Great George Street Ecclesia,
Leeds, & very worthy young brother, who
is anxious for other brethren to umler-
stand the true object and nature of the
Sacrifice of Christ, and the present free-
dom from the condemnation in Adam of
all who are baptised into Christ’s Name
according to the Scripture. [ have
Pleasure in enclosing » statement written
by our brother on this point.

. WHITEHEAD.
Tue “ EpeNtc Law ™ AND THE * DEATH

Passep uroN aLL Men.”

God placed Adam under a law in Eden,
by which Adam was liable to a death by
slaying on the Jday of transgression.

After the law had been broken, but
prior to the pussin;f of sentenve upon the
transgressors, God, by an exercise of
mercy, introduced another law in the
promise of the woman’s seed, who was to
take away the sin (Gen. iii. 15).

Hence for the accomplishment of this,
when God passex] sentence upon Adam,
the penalty of the law was modified (Gen.
iii. 17-19).

When Paul says *esth passed upon
all men" (Rom. v. 12), he refers to the
death mentioned in Gen. iii. 19.

1t was from this death that Christ
came to redeem us.

But how are we rodoemod there-
from ?

Death by decay coull not take away
sin, for God's lsw declares * without the
shedding of blood there can be no remis-
sion of sins ; ” therefore a sacrificial death,
or death by slaying, alone could meet the
requirements.

n this we see the justice of God in
demanding the sacrificial death of his
Son, by which He, for Himself, obtained
eternal redemption.

All who are baptised into Christ par-
take of the etficacy of His sacrificial death,
whereby death hath no longer dominion
over them.

The principle upon which God insugu-
rated that " without the shedding of
blowl there is no remission of sin” (by
which law it was not possible for the
bitter cup to puss from Jesus) iy that
Adam, by his sin, incurred a death by
slaying: hence a death by slaying alone
coull take away that sin, and redeem
those under the sontence of death from its
dominion,

Avbext Haww,

NORTHAMPTON.

Lopue Room, Trmpezasce Hawn.
Sundays, 11 and 6.30.

We deeply regret to report the death
of our dear Bro. Handley, who fell asleep
in Jesus on 27th November last, aged 40.
Qur brother earnestly desired to live until
the return of Christ, but his supreme
hope was to attain to * glory, honour,
and immortality in the Kingdom of God,”
and we all trust that this hope will bo
realised by him.

Our brother was fully sensitive to the
evils of the human race, and it way a
constant source of oy to him that he
knew of the future deliverance in store.

We lnid him to rest on the following
Sunday morning, Bro. W. Owler, .of
London, kindly comiug down to conduct
the funeral, and otherwise labour in the
* Truth.”

I neeid hardly say how much we all
sympathise with Sister Handley in her
bereavement, and pray that our I"imvenly
Father will give her strength and con-
solation in her sad trouble.

We Lave been assisted in our work by
Brethren J. J. Andrew, R. H. Fonl, K.
Overton, J. Owler, C. Bulls, W. A. Wille,
and  F. Mockiord. We trust their
efforts will be rewsrded both now and
hereafter.

T. E. Boobvisaron,
Recording Bro.
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Baptismal Belief.

THE DgviL.

This word is only used twice in the Acts of the Apostles ; onee by Paul in
addressing Elymas, the sorcerer, and once by Peter in addlesamé, Cornelius
andd s Lousehold.  But in both cases its use implies that its meaning was
undvnlm(l Indewd, its purport s indicated by Taul in a supplementdly
plirase == "Thou child of ‘the devil, thou enemy of all righteousiess " (Aets
xup. ).

Peter introduces the word quite mcuimlally, in referring to what his
hearers knew about Jusus of Nazareth, that he * went about domg good and
healing all that were oppressed of the devil " (Acts x. 38). To a Jew this
statement would convey a very different idea from that which would be
understood by a modern believer in the Devil of Paganised Christianity,
[‘Iu- Jews had been promised immunity from disease if they obeyed the Mosaie
Law (Fxexl. xv. 26 3 Deuat. vii. 15). This implied that sin would bring diseuse ;
a lruth which was recognised by the Jews in the lifetime of Jesus Christ (Jno.

2), and whieh Christ confirmed in connection with some of the cures he
ctlvct(,d— Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee ” (Jno. v. 14).

Peter’s allusion, thucfore to Jews that were “ oppressed with the devil,”
weant that they were suffering disease in consequence of sin ; and this i3 in
accordance with the import oF the word in the Apostolic Epistles, When,
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therefore, the Apostles preached forgiveness of sins, or justification from the
sin-nature, they were to all intents and purposes setting forth that which the
Bible personifies under the name of * the devil.”

t must be remembered that the word devd wus not al that time enerusted
as it is in our day, with the theological darkness of many gencrations, There-
fore, there would not then be the nced which exists now of exorcising the
mind of false notions derived from Papal corruption.  The simple reference 1o
the slanderer, which it was the mission of Jesus Christ w destroy, would,
doubtless, be suflicient to convey 1o the mind o correet iea of whiat was icant.
This, indeed, appears evident from the way in which the word dewil is intro-
duced into the Apostolic Epistles. Thus—" 1ot not the sun go down upon
your wrath, neither give p’acc to the devil ™ (ph. iv. 26, 27); " Resist the
devil and he will flee from you " (Jumes iv. 7) ;" The Son of Guild was manifested
that He might destroy the works of the devil ™ (F John i 5). The ouly
passage which, in itself, defines the devil, is the fumiliar one m Heb. i, 1),
where it is declared 1o be “ Him that had thie power of death.”  In the saine
passage it is declared that it was an essential part of Christ’s mission to * destroy
the devil 7!

Two of the statements just quoted - that Jesus Christ’s mission ipvolved
the destruetion of the devil, and also of the works of the devil—carry us back
to an nnnouncement by Jolm the Baptist before the Apostolic preaching
recorded in the Acts of the Apostles :—" }khol(l the Lamb of God which taketh
away the sin of the world ” (John i. 20); which is equivalent 10 saying that
the Lamb of God would destroy the devil.  Whether, therefore, the word
devil was mentioned by the Apostles in their prcaching or not, their announce-
uent that Jesus Christ had died to free men from sin and its consequences,
would really mvolve their subsequent statements to the same efleet, under the
termy devil. But in the present day such would not necessarily be the case.
Men might believe the statement concerning the destruction of sin, and yet
believe that there was also a superhuman being adverse to God.  Would it be
Seriptural to allow sueh an one to go through the waters of immersion ! A
full view of the case necessitates a negative answer.

Puul's mission to the Gentiles was defined as follows :—"To vpen their eyes
and to turn them from darkness to hight, and from the power of Satan unte
God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins " (Acts xxvi. 18). This des-
cription is a very comprehensive one. Much is involved in the phrase “ 1o
turn them from darkness to light.” It obviously requires the elimination
from the mind of the theological “darkness,” by which Cllrislumlom is blinded ;
and there 13 no point on which that darkness 13 more gross than in relation to
the Bible devil. It completely distorts Christ's mission—nay, it renders that
mission an impossibility ; for, if the devil be superhuman, there could be no
destraetion of him, or of his work, by Jesus Christ through death ; and, further-
mwore, ib turns the mind away from that which is the real source of tewptation
and sin, and directs it to one which is ilmaginary—a thing of nought—which
the Seriptures aptly describe as vanity or a vain thing. A mind which still
indulges in the teaching of the Apostacy on this subject cannot have been
“ turned from darkness,” neither can it Liave entered into the light of Divine
Truth. For these reasons it is clear that if anyone were allowed to pass through
the baptismal water, believing the Miltonie conception of the devil, or any of
its modifications, thos coneerned would be guilty of a neglect of duty, and
ineur a grave vesponsibility ; and we are convineed that the ceremony would
have no validity for the imimersed one.

Scriptural teaching concerning the devil affects the nature of man, not as
he was originally created, but as he is since the Fall. 1t is recoguised that a
belief in the mortality of man is nceessary for the acceptance of Jesus Chrisy
as the only means by which immortality can be obtained. Is it not equall
important to understand man’s nature from a 1norul, as well as from a phyuicar;
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point of view 7 The fall in Eden not only brought the race under the power
of death, but transmitted from the first human pa.\r to all subsequent genera-
tions a nature containing evil desire, described as * sin in the tlesh,” and synony-
wous with the devil.

Many blmx]»z]lcddmu ceremonies under the Mosaie Taw were intended to
be a provisional covering for this evil nature, and, as sueh, they obviousty
foreshadowed a more effective covering, or, in realny, a destruction, by Christ.
Under the section headed Tustlhc.\hun, we have seen thas the Mosaie defile-
ments from this source were mentioned by Paul for the purpose of informing
the Jows that they conbd be completely eleansed from them by the Blood of
Jesus Christ. In the light of subsequent explanations, Paul's announcement
WiLs Gl A]l‘l\l 10 an nﬁ« r of justification from defidement eansed by inherited
sin-nattre or “devil,”

The death of Chirist, by destroying the devil in himself, laid the foundation
for its destruction in others, The first step towards this result is to be * hap-
tised into his death ™ (Rom. vi. 3). The verse in whieh this expression ocenrs
is put in the form of a question, and the question unplms that the Roman
believers recognised their numersion to be baptism into Christ’s death. * Know
ve not,” says h(' “ that qu many of us as were baptised into desus Christ were
ln.xplm-d into His death ™2 The mere fact that haptisni is not thusdeserilnsd in
the discourses of the Apostles is, I itself, no evidence that it was not explained
Lo their converts before going llnnu"h the eeremony.  The familiar way in
whieh the cerenony is vefer ved toin this and ullu-r passages, already quoted
i the seetion ™ Justification,” indicates that the Apostalie converty knew more
prior to baptism than appears from a surfaee veading of the disconrses in the
Aets of the Apostles,

1 s recorded that when Barnabas and Saul were at Salamis, they ~ preached
the Word of God in the Synagogue of the Jews ” (Acets xiil. ), a comprehensive
expression which involves the setiing forth of all that s fundamental in God's
plan of salvation.

I departng from Ephesns, Paol said, “1 know that ye all among whom 1
have gone preaching the kingdom of Gad shall see my face no more.  Where-
fore } take you ta record 1his day that } an pure from the blood of all mieh.
For Thave not shunned to declare unto you all the eounsel of Gud ™ (Aets xxi.,
35, 27), Preaching which enibraced " all the counsel of God * must nh\mmly
set forth, not only e mortal nature of man, but hns moral nature sinee the
l".l(”}llv’(”lll witl the remedy in relation t hot h aspeels, through the sacrifiee
of Christ

BrvorTaLITY.

It Las already been shown that the Covenant of David, which the Apostjes
preached, offered aosalvation that incuded fije, Bat this does not exhaust
e references 1o this el et of the Trath in the Nets of the Apostles,

Peter, an the day of Pentecost, ingnoting fmm the sixteenthe Psaluon, says
Wit David deseribies Jesis Christ as saying o " Thou hast nuude known 10
me the ways of lile 25y The nature of H:h “life " s obvious from
the preceding verse, inowhiel David predicss that God would not suffer His
“Holy One 1o see corruption.”  Jesus being capable of seeing corraption,
und 1o whom the way of hfe was mude known, could uot have been innmortal,
and therefore other men were not.

o the vhied chapter of Nets, Peter, in addressing © Men of Gsrael,)” says: * Ye
denited the Holy Unr and the dJust ... and killed the Prinee (or Author)
of life ™ (Nets nis 11, 19) - title which implied that Jesus Christ was the only
vue through \\Imm "future life, desevibed s salvation ® (Aets iv. 12) coul]
be obtained. '

When the Apostles saild to the Jews, " Save yoursehes from this nntoward
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generation " by baptism into Christ, they were, in effect, offering the life
to which Clirist had already attained—a life without corruption.

The Angel who released the Apostles from prison by might gave them this
command : * Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of
this life” (Acts v. 20), the *life ” intended being obviously a future life, or
immortality.

That this angelic commission was fulfiled by the Apostles i3 evident by
what is recorded of them. Thus Paul, when at Antioch, addressing
* Children of the Stock of Abraham.” saild, **To you is the Word of this
Sadvation sent.” And when this offer wus subsequently rejected by them.
the Apostle concluded his testimony by these words: ** 1t was necessary thar
the Word of Gl should first lave been spoken to you ; bt seeing ye put it
from you, amd judge yourselves unworthy of cverlesting life, lo, we turn o
the Gentiles ™ (Acts xiii. 46).

The " Word of this Salvation " is obviously synonymous with “the words
of this life,”" and it involved the offering of ** everlasting life,” or immortalivy ;
otherwise the Jews could not lave Judgel themselves unworthy of the

L.

g When the Word of Gad was extended anto the Gentiles, the Jewish be-
lievers, after hearing a full explanation fromn Peter, showed what they under-
stood to be the effect thereof by exclaiming : “ Then hath God also to the
Gentiles pranted repentance anto dife " (Acts xi. 1s)—that is, the life w come.

Although, Lhere}oro, the Word Zmmortatity is not used i the Aets of the
Apostles, there is wmple evidence thint it was an cletnent of Apostolie preaching
to Jews and Gentiles.

Baprisa.

This subject hus been partiadly dealt with under the seetions headed ™ For-
giveness of Sins” and ~ Justification,” but there are some: further observa-
tions required. .

From what has already been said, it is obvious that, to be baptised beeawse
it iv a conmnand, is not suflicient.  There st be an understanding ws o
the meaning and relationship of the ecremony.

The formula used by Peter was * Baptism in (or into) the Name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins ” ; and by Ananias, in the ease of Saul of Tarsu,
Baptisin for sins, “ calling on the Name of the Lord ™ (Aets xxii. 16).  lBut
in Christ’s commission to the Apostles after His resurreetion, we find hin say-
mg, “ Baptise them in {or into) the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit ”
(Matt, xxviii. 19).

Although there are variations of language m these forms of speech, there
is no variance in the meaning. ‘The phrase, ~ Name of Jesus Christ,” is
equivalent to the " Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,”  beeause it is
a doetrinal name given to Jesus of Nazareth, not by birth of the Virgin Mary,
but, as the result of His obedicnce unto death (Phil. ii. 5, 9), by begettal from
the death state (Acts xiil. 33).  And to " eall on the Name of the Lord ™ 13 to
enter the name of salvation (Prov. xviii. 10). That Name required the
Father to devise the plan, the Son o put away ~in by death and resurreetion,
and llhe Holy Spirit 10 be the medium through which salvation will he en-
Joyed.

1t i3 reasonable to conclude that a man, before entering this Name, should
have some understanding of what it ineans,and of what is involved by incorpora-
tion therein, -

If properly instructed concerning his relationship to Adam and the law of
sin and death, I» will pereeive that, by entering o Name which comprises
the Father, he becones u son of God, and, ast a consequence, a brother of Jesus
Christ.  His relationship to two elements of the Nanw will thus be quite clear,
But what about the third 2 The Holy Spirit, not being o person apart from
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God, how is his relationship to it to be deseribed 9 The Apostle Paul speaks
of it a8 the “fellowship of the Spirit " (Phil. ii. 1), and he makes’reference
to the brethren of Christ as “living in the Spirit ” (Gal. v. 25), ~ praying
in the Spirit " (Eph. vi. 15), and “ worshipping in the Spirit " (Phil. iis. 3 ;
Jno. iv. 23)—expressions whieh are only applicable to these who have passed
irom a relationship to the flesh, and Lecome related to the Spirit, in the sense
defined in Romans viii. 9, with the hope of becoming, if asproved, corporeal
cwbodiments of the Spirit, when they receive at the hands of Jesus Christ
life and incorruptibility.

Girrs or e Houy Seirir.

In telling the Jews, on the day of Pentecost, what they must do to be saved,
Peter says that, as a result of baptism into the Name of Jesus Christ, they
would receive “the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Some persons are perplexed as
to the meaning and fulfilment of this promise. But the earlier portion of
the chapter explains it. The disciples from many parts of the Roman Empire
were “filled with the Holy Spint,” and “spake with other tongues, as the
Bpirit gave them utterance " YAcls i. 4). This, said Peter, was a fulfilment
of a prophesy spoken by Joel. It was, with this illustration of the gifts of
the Spint before them, that Peter said to the Jews, " Ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit.” 1t was thus equivalent to saying, * Ye shall receive
zifts of the 8} irit?ike those possessed by Christ’s present ﬁisciples, the mani-
festations of-which ye have a}]r('udy witnessed,’

Subsequently the bestowal of these Spirit-gifts appears to have bwen left
to the Apostles, for when the people of Samaria had believed and been baptised,
through the preaching of the Evangelist Philip, none of them could receive
power to work nuracles witil the arrival of Peter and John, whao fivst prayed
and "t})wn laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit " (Aets
vili. 17).

The use of miraculous gifts by the Apostles and early diseiples was, doubt-
less, due 1o the wark uiey had 1o do in attesting the Divine character of ihat
work 1o rebellious Jews and benighted Genules. As o yesult, the Pagan
religion was abolished, and a spurious form of Christianity established in its
place, by which the Bible, although perverted, has come to be widely, if not
universally, recognised as the Word o} God.  With this in prospect, the Spiric
predicted that ™ whether there be prophecies they shall fail ; whether there Le
tongues, they shall ecase ™ (1. Cor. xiil. 8). .

From these facts it is evident that the possession of miraculous gifts is nov
necessary to a baptised believer, or 10 the Chureh of Christ.  They were given
for’a specifie gbject, which has been accomplished, and their possession imposed
an the reeipients an additional responsibility,  Should they again be deemed
necessary before the close of this dispensation, we may rest assured that they
will be given as a favour from God in His own way. “DITOK.

(Lo be continued.)

{The first and secoml portions of this artiele appeared in the kst two numbers
= November, p. 73 and Mareh, p. 3.]
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Evitorial Flyleaf.

For the infurmation ol those who have
kindly made inyuines converiing the
Editor’s health, weare thankiul to he alile
to report an improvement sinee the issue
of the March number, but not, as yet, 1ull
restoration 10 the strength enjuyed hefore
the relapse in February.

Since the issue of our last nmber we
lave received some further subseriptions
for Volume VIIL There are, however,
a few renewals still unpeil. These wo
shall be glad to receive.  We understand
that some of our subscribers in the United
.States tail to receive a copy ocrasivnally
through miscarriage in the maids. We
should be much obliged if such would
send & posteard to that etfect, and we witl
with pleasure Torward u duphivite.

In executing a reeent order tor = The
Bloud of the Covenant,” fur the Umted
States, we took the opportunity ol count-
ing the number that were lett, and founil
the stock to be nearly exhausted. It
therefore, any of our readers are likely to
require copies fur themselves, or others,
it will be advisable to scenre themat onee
tor, when the present edition is exhausted,
it is not likely that there will be a reprint.

The return of Lord Rosebery tu politival
life is an event which will, inwst probably.
have an iluence on the development
of prophetival events.  As the head of the
Imperial Liberals, he represents a move-
wene which is destined to increase in
impotance and magnitwle, especially
now the South Africun wur is over. 11
this section of the Liberal party does mn
take the lead at the next General Election,
it will undoubtedly obtain  greater
strength, And when it outnumbers
what are valled the ~ Litde Englader”
it may possibly be the means of carrying
Lord Rosebery into power, with the

“countr]

resalt that tuether steps will be taken
towards “the merchants -of
Tarslusli aml wll the young lions thereot ™
into a United Empire.

welding

1t may olso fall o
Fawd Romelery’s ot to tarther the aims ot
Zionism 3 For his marrige with o Jewess
vannot but have Rindled in his mind a
sympitthy with = the chosen race”

Siner the eonclusion of the Anglo-
Japanese Treaty—referred to in our last
number—Russin and Framee have issued
a Juint diplumatic note to the gifect that it
i3 in accordance with the objects they huve
in view in the Fur East. Lut that never-
theleas, if their interests shoukd be inter-
fered with by any Power they reserve to
themselves the pight to consider what
wction they shall ke,

It dwes not require much perceptive
power to see that this is o veiled methel
ul saying that they do not like the treaty .
It is not, therefore, surprising to tind
a St. Petersbury newspayer—the Novoste
—writing as lollows :—

~ In view ol the diliculties which Eng-
luned and Japan have placed in the way
of Russinn attempts to s

seeure @ base of
action vn the shores of the Pacitie, Russia
must eileavonr to open her way to-ihe
Indian Ovean by way of Afghanistan aml
Beluchistan. exven it it should be necessary
Lo destroy the indepundence of these two

Hussia aml France have already shown
A abesire to abtain a tootingg in the Persian
Gull 5 and.an aceordance with the above
intimation, we nay lwok for further
efforts in that direction, theveby forcing
Britain te seize Muscat. the modern name
for the Dedun of Exek. xxxviii. 13,

The will of Cecil Khodes ad bis letter
to Mr. Stead in 1890, published since his
duath, present i dream of the future such
us might be expeeted Nrom s godless man
who Jrears the reputation of being an
Empire-maker,  To wish for a federation
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of the Anglo-Saxon rage which  shail
dominate the world is the highest ideal ot
the natural mind devoid of Divine wis-

dom. But the promises to the Hebrew

tathers preclude ita realisation.
design for blessing the world through
these promises is transcendently superior
to the greutest benefits which thie most
advanced  Gentile race is capable of
hestowing.  Every bube in Christ shoukl
e thankiul that he has been taught that
of whicli the mien who are now adored are
utterly ignorant.

We observe that several Eeclesius in the

[HTT

Nuorth of England have passed the follow-

iy resolution, as a result of u conlerence
with the Editor of the Christadelpliiun .—

“ That the mind of G is the standard
ot right and wrong, Ml who know Gal's
mind are responsible to the extent of
their knowledge. Those who do not

Ii all who suppurted this resolutiun
believe in the resurrection of any out of
Christ for the purpose of punishment, and
are satisficd that thetr belief involves a
yuestion of fellowship, they are quite
consistent in their action.  But if there
ure any who believe that resurrection to
Judgment is confined to those in Chuist,
these have obviously bartered away their
counvictions, If it
b to maintain cxisting associations, what
is the result 7 A rivetting of their union
with thuse who deny a part of the birth-
right of Christ’s brethren.  The Christa-
delphiun has frequently denicd thut
Laptism into Christ justifies from con-

For what purpose ?

" demnation in Adam, sometimes ridiculing
 tus privilege as = metaphysics.”  For any

eomply with God’s known requireiments

will be punished by Him. The absenee of
haptism is no burrier to their resurrec
tion.  Any ol a contrary mind will not
be wimitted to fellowship.”

who understand and believe this element
of the truth to prefer alliance with its
rejectors, may be pleasant and convenient,

© but it is not an indication of that faithiul-

ness which will stand the test of the Day

of Serutiny.

Inspicvation Jtems.

The Praternal Visituor for March, in ' but this does not prove that everything

replying to the remarks in our last
nwber (p. 14), says that -—

T Bro. Amdrew has cvidently nuxed
up Elbu with Job’s *three friends ' who
were divinely rebuked.  We do  not
Lelieve, that Elibu, in the statement in
questiun, uttered anything but what
was true. The word * inspiration * may Le
suseeptible of move senses than one, but
that 15 altogether a dilterent guestion.
It shows, however, that the controversy
15 not to be settled simply by quoting the
wonl aml insisting that it must wmean
what the person quoting it thinks it ought
to mean.”

In response to this eriticism, we have to
say, that we did not mix up Elihu with
Job’s three fricnds, Tt is true that Elihe
was nut ineluded in their Diving rebuke,

I

|
;:
|

IZlibu said was correct, much less that

he was inspired.  In support of what we

| swid that sume of Elibu’s statements were

talse, we call attention to the following :—

- What man is like Jub who drinketh
upscorning like water 7 Which gocth in
company with the workers of iniquity,
anl walketh with wicked men ?7 (Jub
xxxiv. 7, &)

" Remand not iniguity ; for this bast
thuu chosen rathier than athiction ” (Job
xxsve 2}

Contrast these quotations with the Lord's
statemient that Job was ©a perfest wan,
ong that feareth G, and escheweth evil
Job i. 8), and it will be at once seen that
Elihu was very far Irom being inspired.
1t has been suggested that the reason why




he was not included in the Divine rebuke,
was that he spuke what was truc m
respect to God’s object in visiting Job
and others with atliction ; and this was
the main point in the vontroversy. Hence
the Lord could not say of hin, as e suid
to the other three speakers, * Ye have not
spoken of Mo the thing that is right, as
my servant Job hath ” (ch. xlu. 7).

The Xditor of the Fraternad Visitue he-
lieves that the statement ol Elhu about
“inspiration ” (Job xxxit. 8) is true. He
is quite at liberty to holl this beliet, but
he is not justitied in arguing thut because
Elibu’s “inspiration ” does not involve
infallibility, therefore laul’s does not.
Indeed, his own suggestion—that  the
word may be susceptible vl more senses
than one "—shows the fullacy of such a
mode of reasoning. l'ur, even it Elihu's
statement be true, it evidently bas no
more than a natural meaning, whervas
Paul’s has a spiritual meaning of the
highest order ; and, to put the natural
on u par with the spiritual, or to reduce
the spiritual to the level of the nutural, is
to show, to say the least, unskilfulness
in handling the Word of Gal.

In considering this matter we are not
lett to Paul’s usc of the word = inspira-
tion” in 2 Tim. hi. 16. We lLave an
analogous statement in Heb, i 1, where
the writer says that * God spake in time
past unto the fathers by the prophets.”
The * Scriptures given by inspiration of
God ” are thus defined as Uod speaking by
the prophets. s 1t necessary to ask
whether God speals that which is untrue?
If not, it should be equally unnecessary to
ask whether lle 7nspires that which is
untrue. For what He inspires is the
same as that which He speuks through
prophets.

The same numbcer of the Fraternal
Visitor contains an extract from the
New Biblical Gwide (scnt by a corres-
pondent), that Luke i. 3 should read,
“ Having had perfect understanding of
all things from abuve,” instead of, as in
the AV, “ from the very first.> This is
dismissed as “ingenious” und as “ un-

The Sanctuary-Keeper.

tempered mortar” by the Editor, who
prefers the rendering of the Rev. Version:
- Having traced the course of all things
aceurately from the very first.”

There is, however, much more to be
said in support of the rendering suggested
by the New Diblical Guide than Bro.
Hadley apprars to  think. The word
rendered " trom the very first™ is
apwber (anithen), the primary meaning
of whichis given by Liddell and Scott as
from above, from fHoaven ; as a second-
ary meaning they give from the begin-
ning.  An the work of translation it is a
recognised rule thar, when the primary
meaning is in harmony with the subject,
it should be prererved, the secondary
meuning being used only. where the
primary is obvivusly unsuitable. <

What is there in the Gospel of Luke to
render the expression from above unsuit-
able or inadmissuble 2 Does it not dea|
with matters which originated in Heaven?
And does it not recond events which it was
impossible for Luke to have witnessed *
Where, then, coulid his “ perteet under-
standing ” of these things have come from
unless from Heaven 2 It will not do to
say that he copicd them from the other
three Evangelists, fvr his Gospel contains
some events not to be found in any of
them, as any Hurmony of the Four
Gospels will at once show.  Moreover, he
makes statements which it would he
Presutptuous for any uninspired man to
write. Thus, In ehap. i, 6, Luke says that
Zacharias and  Ehzabeth “were both
righteous befure (iod, walking in all the
commandments and ordinances of the
Lord blameless.”  Aguin, in chap, i 52,
“ Jesus increascd in wisdom and stature,
and in favour with God and man.” How
could Luke know that Zacharias and
Elizabeth were © righteous before God,”
and that Jesus ~ increased in favour with
God,” 1t Le did net reedive the information
“from above”? To attribute them to
any other source would indeed be to use
“ untempered mortar.”

For the information of our readers we
may mentivn that there are two passages
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in the New Testament where the word

wrwbev is rendered * from above” :— .

* He that cometh from above is above all.
Hu that cometh from Heaven is above
all” (John iii. 31).
every perfect gilt is from above, and

cometh down from the Father of lights *

(Jus. i. 17).  In neither of these could the
word anathen be used in the sense of time,
and in the first it is shown (o relate to

“ Every good and i

place by reason of the parallel phrase =

* trom heaven.”

The Christadelphiun Advecate for April
devotes about thirteen pages, and for
Muy seven pages, to the inspiration ques-
tion, which ure well worth rembing ; and
the Fraternal Visitor fur May contains
abuut two pages by way of rejoinder to
the April Advocate. In the latter Bro
Hudley makes the fllowing statement :—

“The question is not whether inspira-
tion could err, but whether a man
commnssioned by Gud to write Lis mes-
sage, was necessarily preserved from any
mustake whatever.  That he would he
preserved from any material error—trom
anything which would mislead our faith
or judgment—is an eminently reusonuble
presumption. But, supposing the ac-

count of an occurrence given, say, by -
Luke was defective in some minor par- -
ticular, it is not necessary to say that .

finsﬁ»imtiun mado an error.” \
involves that the inspiration was suffi-
cient to seeure o substantially accurate
record, and that more than this was
not in accordance with the Divine pur-
pose.”

The weakness of this contention is, that
if the supposed error is not to beattributed
to inspiration, it must he nttributed to the
penman. It would obviously be im-
possible to test every stutement in an
inspired writing—whether relating to the
past or to the future : and consequently
there would be no guiding principle as té
which was from the inspirer and which
irom the penman.

The Editor attempts to safeguard him-
sclf by presuming that inspiration would
preserve the penman “from any error
which would mislead our faith or judy-

It simply .

' mainder to the same source.

ment.” On what is this presumption
based ? Is it not on the fact that the
inspiration is from an infallible source ?
1t is on the same ground that Bro. Thos.
Williams Dbases his contention that a
livinely inspired document is wholly free
trom error. Bro. Hadley hus, therefore,
only to extend the basis of his = eminently
reasonable presumption ™ a little furthor
to enable him to accept the conclusions of
the Christadelphian Advocate. Until he
docs so, 1t will be tutile to diselaim the
charge that he belicves the Bible to be
partly of divine, wnl partly of human,
authorship—a belict which robs the Holy
Scriptures of the title, [mpregnable Kock.

To refuse to apply Bro. Hudley's
- eminently rcasonable presumption” to
all that the inspired ponman wrote,
instead of to that part only which affects
- our faith and judgment,” is to set aside
one of the ordinary principles of sound
l'cusulling.

Tt is admitted on all hands that there
are mistakes in our version of the Holy
Seriptures. There are only three sources
to which these mustakes can be aseribed :

1. The Inspirer.

2. The penmen.

4. The copyists or translators.

It is not necessary, says the Editor of
the Fraternal Visitor, to attribute them
to the Inspirer; and, therefore, he
attributes them to the penmen, unless it
cun be proved that they are duc to the
vopyists or translators. He cannot but
admit that muny mistakes have been
proved to be due to copyists or translators,
and yet he refuses to attribute the re-
He prefers
to ascribe them to the penmen ; although
us yet, nol a single mistale has been
proved against them.

It is u recognised rule in a court of
justice that a witness whose cvidence
cannot be shaken must be preferred to
une who can be shown to have made mis-
statements.  This 13 o perfectly_veason-
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able course of prucedure; and it e
applied to the yuestion of inspived
writings what should be the * eminently
reasonable ” conclusion 7 That the un-
explained mistakes are due to the copvists

|
|

i

and trunslators—aguinst  whom  other
mistakes have been proved—and not to
the penmen, when writing under infalli-
Lle guidance, and against whom no mis-
tuke has ever becn proved.

Reblg to Lrothcr Campbell.

Danten xii. 7, 11 axp 12,

In response to the alitoria) postseript
to the article ~ Dan. i, 117 in Tue
Sarcrusky KEEPEK ™ tor Novembey, 19ULL
1 beg to ofier a few brie! remarks.

I am unable to agree with the writer
that Gog, or the King of the Navih, is
“The abomination that maketh
Yate ” of verse 11, The text reads, = Anid
from the time that the continuad harmt
offering shall be taken away, und the
abomination that maketh desolite set
up, there shall be a thousand two hundred
and ninety days” (R.V.) 550 it is evident
that the abomination spoken of must
precede and not ante-date the 12850 day-

desu-

years.

I, in the discourse of the Lord to his
diseiples, in bis admonition to them, ot
the abomination desolation,  {Matt.
xxiv, 19), his relerence to = Daniel the
prophet ” was to that place known to us
as Chapter xii., verse 11, are we not shut
up by the lListurical facts of the case o
the conclusiun that the abomination of
desolation was Romish 7

of

During some contributions on Chrono-
logy which appeared in The Cheiso-
delphian about the midille of the st
decade, the view was advanced by the
editor, that the Roman abomination of
desolation was * set up” in-Papal mani-
festation, in A.D. 607, and that year
of the Phocun era waus taken as the
commencement  of  the 1290 years.
Several writers at that tine, with some

assuranee, and  much hope, expeeted
that their termination in 1897 might
witiess the coming of the Lord and the
resurreetion, But as far as we know
suel was not the case, although T agree
with Brother Campbell that a most
notable and glorions event did then tuke

i place—The  Zionist Congress, with the

much that it implied and meant, and
coinciding, we might add, with the
termsination  of  “the  seven  times”
Wadewdary, froms the burning of the
Temiple and the destruction of Jerusalem
by Nebuchadnezear, B.CL G587,

In speaking of Goy as the desolator of
the Haly Land, 1 observe that Brother
Cimpbell makes reference to Jeel i 3.
While it may be wdmitted that Gog will
be wdesolator of the land, and of many
wther vountries besides, 1 think it will be
Tuund on examination that the prophecy
ot Joel quoted, has no reference or
vonnection with the matter. Joeli. and ii.
has to do with God's punishment, by
means of a plague of locusts und drought,

whereby  the land @5 devastated and
vegetation  devoured  and  destroyed.

Figuratively the swarms of locusts and
other pests arve likened to an invading
army, which judgment is removed by
vepentance, prayer and facritice, and the
blessing amd favour of God  restored
as promised in Chap. i, 25—* And
L will restore to you the years that
the lucust has eaten, the cankerworm and
the caterpiller, and the palmerworm,
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But if alter the Luttle of Yermuk, and
the occupation of Jerusulem and Syria
Ly the Arabs or Saracens, in A.D. 637,
the Roman power came to an end, how
comes it that it is still there, tolerated by
the Turk, and under the powertul pro-
tection of vue of the ten borns of the
Roman beast > Besides, 15 1t not the
case that the Roman power is to continuo
till the " little stone ® descends with des-
tructive force and then scatters it, or
takes it away for ever.

The “ Time. tinies and a hali,” of Verse
7. 'Bro. Campbell  regards  as 1280
vears, anu as the second hall, of what he
terms * Moscs’ times,” wnd expiring n
1897. The questivn arises, it the period
spoken of really ended in 1897, how vould
it be said all the things revealed in the
vision were finished ? The vision con-
cludes with the Resurrection. It woubl
rather appear as if the durvation ot the
times were tu exten] also to the end of
Lsreel’s dispersion, and inferentially to
the end of the * times of the Gentiles.”

If this be correct, it may wot be un-
reasonable to view “ the time, times, und
an half,” as a period of time extending
from the beginning of the vision, in the
third of Cyrus, to the time when all the

things spoken of in the vision *shall be

finished.” We have observed, as a matter
ol fact, that taking one time, tour tinies
~and an half® (uf the latter four), viz.,
two times, we have a total of seven times,
-which, in their calendar scale, reach
approximately to 1932, the year in which
the 1335 solar years from GO7 A.D.
expire, as previously remarked, when it
i3 possible the, full end of the lung and
dreadful times of the Gentiles will have
come, and the Kingdom of God so longed,
prayed, and waited for, by the Saints of
the Most High in all their gencrations,
be sob up, and its righteousness, blessed-
ness and glory, Le extended throughout
all the carth,
It may be noticed as significant that
between the calendur ending and solar

ending of the 1335 yeurs, there is o '

period of forty yeurs, extending, un the

theory suggested, from the present year
1902 to 1942,
I, ot course, firmly believe the * time,
‘ times, and half a time,” of Dan. vii,
i 23, is to be understood as 1200 years,
! during which the saints were given into
I the hand of the little papal horn, und
which lad so distinct and signul an
expiry in our own day, in the events
of 1866-70.  Bven jin this, it may be
added, it has been shown by others, there
were varlier lunar and calendar termini,
both having to do, us history testifies,
with stages in the fall and destruetion of
the papal power.
| The siyns of the times, are most im-
i pressive, and such as to inspire xr!ucll
thanktulness and hope,  Sliould it come
to pass this yeur thut a charter be given
¢ the Zionists to retwrn, it would be of
. greuter  significance and - importance
" than the decrees of Cyrus and Artaxer-
xes, Jor this would be the initiation of the
final restoration ; und when we view the
confessedly nll but completed stage of
. the Kuphratian evaporation, it would
scem as if = the way,” or road, was aboub
realy, or preparcid, for the kings of the
East, whether tor the immortalized
- children of God, or the nationally
resurrected House of Isracl.

As for u charter, the return of the
latter may not come through the per-
mission of the Sultun of Turkey. It may

, be brought about, for aught we know,
as un expediency in the policy of the
© Powuers in their present endcavours to
i settle the ever present Eastern Question.
- The fact that the Zionists arc arranging
: to purchase land in Palestine, implies
 their permission to do s0, and when
i- aciquired, will they not forthwith again
I re-aceupy *

. Meanwhile, whether it be “ the times,*
or * the signs of the times,” those in true
union with Christ ; those who hope for
the performance of God’s “ merey * and
“truth,” promised to the Fathers from
" the days of old ; those who are reckoned
as crucified with Christ, that the body
. of sin might be destroyed ; those who
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believe the faithful saying, “If we dicd
with him we ghall also live with him” ;
these will continue to watch and pray
amidst the darkness and disorder of the
fast ending days of the Kingdoms of men,
and will ccho theinspiced words, “ Come
Lord Jesus, come quickly.”

Would there were in the Chureh, as of
old, men divinely appointed of God, to
instruct, guide, snd comfort; men
spirit-endowed and as such, authoritative
and infallible.

C. H. Evaxs,

Kaslo, British Columbia.

Pan, rii,, 11.12.

Danier’'s Davs oF DesoLarioN AND BLEssED ENDING.

The unintelligibly translated versc
eleven is rendered as follows by D
Thomas :—* And  after the time the
daily shall be removed cven for to set up
an sbomination making desolate, a
thousand two-bundred and ninety duys.”
{Eureka Yol 3, p. 125 of Exposition of
Daniel).

The Lord’s statement in Mat. xxiv., 15,
that * the abomination of desolation ®
spoken of by Daniel the prophet was
to be seen by that gencration, is proof
that the ‘abomination’ he referred to
was Roman. That power removed the
“ daily sacrifice ’ when its armies burned
the tempic.” (Dan. viii. and ix., 27.) After
this, in the year 637, another power,
abominable in essence, and desolating
in practice, was *set up” on the hill of
Zion,and has dominated the Holy land ever
since. It is the only power that has for
nearly thirtecn centuries appropriated
the land upon whicl: “ God’s eyes rest
from the beginning of the year even to
the cnding of it.”

Our text gives one thousand two-
hundred and nincty years as the dura-
tion of the Moslem abomination ; there-
fore, as its “setting up” in the Holy
Land was in B.C. 637—when Omar
captured Jerusalem and began (two years

later) to bLuild the mosque which still
bears his name—its overthrow should

. tuke place in 1927,
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Mahomet’s great imposture will, of
course, cease to be in Palestine when
Christ sets foot there to found his king-
dom. At that time the Roman desolators
in the shape of the armies of Latin
papalized Europe, will also occupy the
land. “Then shall the Lord go forth
and fight against those nstions. And
his feet shall stand in that day upon the
Mount of Olives whichisbefore Jerusalem
on the east, and the Mount of Olives
shall cleave in the midst thereof toward
the cast and toward the west (that is,
towards Jerusalem) and half of the
mountain  shall remove toward the
north and half of it toward the south,
making o very great valley.” (Zech.
xtv, 3-4).

Such a convulsion of the earth as this
must inevitably overthrow the city of
Jerusalem.  We know from other testi-
monies  that marked changes in its
natural  features will ensue. Those
outward visihle signs of abomination,
the Mosque of Omar, the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre, &e., will be swallowed
up, and the site for the Temple of the
Lord prepared in thetr place. If this
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earthquake thus appropriately marks
the ending of the abonnnations in the
Holy Land, it also indicates the epoch of
the appoaring of Christ with his suints.
{ver. 5).

Daniel aldds in Chapter xil. verse 12,
*Blessed s he (hat  waiteth, and
cometh to the thousamd, three-hundred
and five and thirty Jdays” This period
I3 nowhere else given in the Beriptures,
and yet he speaks of 1t as i~ the wise ”
would expect that forty-tive years would
elapse from the removal ot abominations
to completc Dlessedness.  This might
have been cunjectured trom the types,
(Josh., xiv,, 1. Mic. va,, 13) bat
wag not fully revealed il the Apoca-
lypse was given. Dr. Thomas has
shown that that time s allotted to the
subjugation of the world ; sv that from
a small beginning, in Jerusalem, the
Kingdom will grow and 1l the whole
earth.

After réjection at the julgment seat,
the unfaithiul will = be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence
of the Lord and trom the glory of His
might.” Being driven from the conlines
of his territory they will Lecome involved
in the luke of = tire prepared fur the devil
and his messengers.”  This five will be
co-extensive with the Roman fourth beast
dominion in Europe, then being con-
sumed with the devastating judgments
of the Most Hizh, by the instramentality
of the Jewsand the sumnts. (Dun. vii. 11,)

The unfaithful will not * come to the
thousand, threc hundred and five and
thirty days,” because destroyed belure
their expiry. They had lorgotten to

patiently " wait 7 for the Lord from hicaven
Jduring tleir probation, and so forfeited
the blessing promised to him that
“waiteth.” Those who wait are the
Daniel class, and are not hurt during
the “time of trouble” that will prevail
during the 435 years. At its beginning
they hal reecived the cruwn of life; at
its close they stand in the lot of their
mberitanee, und  shine forth in the
Kingdom of God. The verse may also
comprehend those Jews who survive the
purging process {Bzek. xxi) by which
they are lrvught forth out of the nations
to torm the subjects of Messiah's
Kingdom ; also such (entiles as respond
to the anvitation sent forth befors the
Judgments are poured out—to * kiss the
son” (%s41.), and to * Fear God and give
him glory."—(Rev. xiv,, 7). All these
will be able to " wait 7 and *come to”
the end o1 these days of tribulation, and
cnjuy the rest and blessedness of the
kimgdom.  Secing that we know these
things * what manner of persons ought
we to be in holy hving and godliness,
looking forward and earnestly desiring
the coming of the day of God,” when
Gentile heavens and earth are to be dis-
solved, and “new heavens and earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness,” firmly
established. t * Wherelore, beloved, seeing
that yc looked fur thess things give
ddigence that ye may be found in peace,
without spot, and blameless in his sight.”
R.H.F.

[The above exposition commends itself as

a very probable solution of Daniel,

Niio, 11, 12— Kb, S.K.)
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J usTicE—MERCY.

“ All God’s ways are judgment ; 2 God
of Truth and without iniquity ; just and
right is He.”  (Deut. xxxii. 4.)

“ For Thou, Lord, art good and ready to :

forgive; aml plenteous 1n mercy unto
then that call upon Thee,” (Ps. Ixxxvi. 3.)

By Justico we understand the render-
Merey suggests |

ing to everyone his due.
a willingness to save from strict justice.

In the beginning, when God gave a
w to mamn, it foreshadowed nothing but
strict justice. There was rcason in this.
It in the terms of the law of Fden there
had been any hint of the possible exer-
<ise of mercy, then it would have put a
premium upon the breaking of that law,
and the law itsell, being by su much
weakened, the sin of Adam would Lave
been less heinous than it was.  Indeed,
if the law had not been so stringent and
unequivocal, where would there lave
been scope jor the exervise of Divine
Mercy? Hath it not the greater glory in
that the FEdenic law breathed never a
thought of it ?

In regarid to the laws of men, whatacts
as & deterrent to the breaking of them?
fsit not the cold prospect of their
penalties  being strictly carried ovut?
Divine mercy in Eden * rejoiced against
judgment ” (James ii. 13) in providing
for a “seed " tu restore that which He
took not away; and Divine Mercy has
also brought us, through that = seed,”
into the way of Salvation. Asa poct
has sung :—

“ Though justice be thy plea; consider
this,

That in the course of justice nonc of

us

Shoull sec salvation; we do pray. for
nerey,

And that same prayer doth teach us alf
to render

The deeds of merey.”

Long before this, the Spirit had placed
on record such words as these :—

“ [ will be gracious to whomn I will bs
arwious” (Exod. xxxiii. 19; Rom. ix.
15).

“I will have merey upon her that
had not obtained mercy.” — (Hoses i
23).

“ Not by works of righteousness which
we have done, but according to His
mercy He saved us.”—(Titus ii. §).

It is well for us to remcmber that
naturally we have no claim upon God for
Salvation; for “ all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God.,” This truth
enables us to appreciate the difference
between Justice and Mercy., We vau
the better realisc what a debt of grati-
tude wo owe our Heavenly Father for
His * unspeakable gift,” and it shoukl
stimulate us to greater chdeavour to
prove worthy. ’

The esteem in which God holds the
quality of justice may be gathered trom
a consideration of a few passages bearinyg
upon the subject.  For instunce :—

% A false balance is abomination tov the
Lord ; but u just weight is s delight.”
—(Prov. xi. 1}).

“The memory of the just is blessed.”
—(Prov. x. 7).
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“ He that ruleth over men must be
just, ruling in the fear of God."—(1L. Sam.
xxiii. 3).

This, as we know, will be the feature of
the coming kingdom ot Christ on earth ;
for, of Him in that day, it is written,
* He shall judge thy people with right-
eousness, and thy poor with judgment.”
—(Ps. Ixxii. 2): and rvespecting Mis
whole life in the flesh He is called the
* Just One,” the only pertect example of
this attribute of Gul.

In regard to Merey there are many
injunctions in the Scriptures for our
guidance. “Be ye therefore merciful,
as your Father also is merciful.,”  (Luke
vi. 36.) “ Bleased are the merciful, tor
they shall obtain merey.,” (Mutt. v. 7.)
It was one of the charges against the
Scribes and Pharisees in Christ’s Jay that
they had “omitte] the weightier matters
of the law—judgment, merey, and faith”
—which they ought to have exhibited.
{Matt. xxiii. 23.) ~ Mercy and truth pre-
serve the king, amd his throne i
upholden by mercy ” (Prov. xx, 28) is a
statement which will be pre-cminently
verified in the case of Christ when King
of the whole world. Then will God
“perform the truth to Jacob and the
mercy to Abraham ” which He has sworn
unto the Jewish fathers trom the days of
old. (Micah vii. 20),

We¢ must, however, guard against our
anxiety for the excrcise of merey over.
ruling our judgment, as it i3 sometimes
apt to do. Weare required to " contend
earnestly for the faith,” which implies not
only the proclamation of the Truth to
those who are still “alienated from the
fife of God ” (Eph. iv. 18), but, also a per-

sistenee in keeping the “purity of the
doctrine " : and there are veeasions when,
after mercy has failed to remedy an evil,
justice must take its course. “ Evil men
understarncd not judgment * (Prov. xxviii.
5) ; they are mostly concerned in con-
demning the law which they have broken
and which metes jout punishment to
them.

The death of Christ, as we are aware,
was necessary on His own behalf as well
as for others. It was so ordained that
“ God might be just, and the justifier of
him which belioveth in Jesus.” {Rom. iii.
26). Herc we have an exemplification of
the striet nature of Divine Justice, in tha
even Christ did not escape submission
to it. At the same time we sce
Divine Mercy triumphing, in that God
not only raised Him from the dead, but
has constituted Him “ the Way, the Truth,
and the Life” to those who are united to
Him in the appointed way.

Does it ever oceur to us to reflect upon
what it means]to know that we lave
been - bought with a price, even tho
precious blood of Jesus™?  To put it
plainly—Do we realise that God, having
made this purchase, expects us to prove
warthy of Hiy condeseension—His merey
—in so doing ? If we do not so realises
will not the price have been paid for us
invain? Weshall all stand before the
judgment scat of Christ when there will
be impartial Justice for all, cach receiving
according to his works—yet Mcrey, while
it will not condone wilful sin, will be
extended in gracious measure to all who
have tried to do their Father's Will and
not neglected or ignored it.

Joux OwLER.
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BorN oF WATER ANU THE SPIRIY.

This passage of Scripture {(Jno. ii. 5)
is often severed and made to apply to
two distinet expericnces, Born of Water
is said to refer to baptism, while born of
Spirit is supposed to refer to immortalisa-
tion, A little reflection should Iead to
the conclusion that both statements
apply to one experience, viz., baptizm
into Jesus Anointed.  The Galatians are
said to have *ruceived the Spirit” by
the hearing of faith (Gal jii. 2), and
so began a probationin the Spivit (ver, 3).
The brethren in Rome were tokd that
they were “in the Spirit” (Rom. v,
4), and so were to © walk in the Spivit”
(ver. 4), and to mind the things ot the
Spirit (ver. 5) 5 that if any man had not
the Spirit of Christ he is none ot 1lis.

These and other passages set up o
vital relationship between Suints and
the Spirit of God. " The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God, nesther can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned, hut he
that is spiritual dJiscerneth all things™
(L Cor. . 14, 15).

The question naturally arises, How
have those who were natural become
spiritual 2 By a begettal and birth.
This may seem to be brought about by
a very simple and natural process, yet
we do well to remember the words of
Christ, " That which is born of the
Spirit is  spirit.” Wo must not ascribe
the change to natural intelligence, for
= the World by wisdom knows not God *
(I Cor. i 21). Not many wise after
the flesh are called (ver. 26). Neither
is it altogether due to a hnowledge of
the text of Scripture, for many religious
alien equal the Saints in this respect.
In the former case it is the letter which

i
i
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Kills, but in the Jatter the Spirit which
piveth life.  Is it not rather that choos-
ing, separating and canlightening are
the work of the Npirit of God as much
to-day as in past dispensations ?

Saints have ever been foreknown to
Gud, and chosen in that sense belure
the foundation of the world. It a man
comes to Gold, must we not say the
Father has drawn him ¥ 1 he sees the
truth, has not the Father opened his
eyes? Of course, this is accomplished
by the Word ; but this is the product of
the Spirit through chosen men. Then
Baptism = into the Name of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit” is baptism into
Jesus Anointed,  Consequently, the birth
of water into Christ is o birth into the
Lord the Spivit. - Elect according to
the forcknowledge of God, through
separation of the Spiri unto obedicnce
amed sprinkling of  the bluwl of Jesus ™
I Pet o 210 7 Seeing ye bave purified
your souls in vbeying the truth through
the Spirit, being born again, not of
corruptible sced, but, of incorruptible,
by the Word of God which liveth and
abideth for ever ” (ver. 22, 23), thercby
constituting such “a spiritual bouse, a
holy priesthoud, to offer up spirdual
Sacrifices acceptable 1o God by Jesus
Christ.”

This question is distinct from the
Baptism of Holy Spirit, which vecurred
to thuse assembled together on the day
of Pentecost 3 which gift was afterwards
vnly bestowed upon Saints  through
the medium of the Apostles, usually
by the laying on of hands (Acts viii
14, 19), by which operation various gitts
of the Spirit were conterred (I Car. xii.
4, 1) In the absence of Apostles
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such extraordinary favours are withhiehl.

It might be suggested that birth of
Spirit must constitute men immortal,
but such an argument is never used in
relation to baptism of Holy Spirit.
Nicodemus, as a “ Master in Israel”
surely did not require to he told thut
immortality was necessary tu enter the
Kingdom. He would know that those
who had “died in faith,” could not,
through any other arrangenmient, receive
the promise,  The words of Jusus appear

clearly to concern the living rather thun
the resurrected dead,  © Except a man
be born from above.” Nicodemus so
understood him, and hence his question,
“Huw can a man be born when he s
old*” On this basis Christ answered
him.  Birtle of Water and Spirit brings
us into a relationship with immortality
as the ultimate result of a probation

begun, continued, and ended in the
spirit.
Jersey. N. J. nise.

“Things Hard to be Wnderstood.”

BappisyM AXD

If baptism takes the place of rircum-
crzion, was not every circwmeised Jew
regponsible (o resurrection ?

—R. R.

This question is based upon a false
hyputhesis.  We have never stated that
circumeision, under the Mosaic law, was
the cquivalent of baptism unto Christ.
How can it possibly be so? (ireum-
cision Lad W be attended to when the
child was eight days old.. Baptism into
Christ must be accompanied, or rather
preceded, by a  “ knowledge of the
things concerning the Kingdom of God,
and the Name of Jesus Christ.”

Cireumcision only gave o lease of the
present life.  The omission to cireumvcise
4 male child was a breaking of Jehoval’s
covenant, punishable with the death not
only uf the parent, but of the chill (Gen.
xvii. 14; Exod. iv. 24). This lease ot
life held good until the sun, after attain-
ing to an understanding of the require-

CIRCUM{ISION.

ments of the Mosaie law, committed
transgression against one of its enact-
ments, 11 his sin came within the scope
of sucrifive, bhe averted the penalty of
death by offering the requisite atonement,
anid was thus restored to the =alive”
condition, into which he was introduced
by circumcizion {Ron vii, 9)

Obcdience to the Mosaic law gave no
rewar bevond this lite, and the punish-
ments wler it were confined, ikewise, to
this lite, with death as the finality.
Hence “every transgression and dis-
obedicnee reeeived 8 just recompenso
of reward ™ (Heb. ii. 2), No provision
was nuwde in that covenant for resurrec-
tion, whiclh comes only through the
Abrahamic covenant.  All Jews from
Sinai to the Crucifixion were in the
Mosaie Covenant, but all were not in the
Abrabamic.  Entrance into  hboth
quired  justitication by eircumcision,
but here the parallel ends: * They are
net all Israel that are of Isracl” (Rom.

re-
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1x. 6).
of ways to enter the Abrahamic Cove-
nant. “Incline your ear, &e.”
3) is one example. How did Jews enter ¥
They “made a covenant with Gl Ly
sucrifice® (Ps. L 3).
{ultid its terms to the end of their lite ;
sumetimes “ Lhe righteous turneth away
from His righteousness and vosamitteth
iniquity * (Ezck. xviii. 24}, These Jews
will be raised for condemnation—as will
the righteous Jews for exaltation—nut
because they were in the Musaic Cove-
nant, but because they were in the
Abrahamic. Those who il solely
under the Mosaie Covenant will not be
raised, because all transgressions against
it have already * received a Just recom-
penso ™ (Hceb, ii. 2). Not ~o with the
Abrabamic. Its rewards anl retribu-
tions have yet to bo bestowed. Menee
the need for resurrection.

As to what was necessary tor Jews
under the Mosaic Law to center the
Abrahamic Covenant, we bez to reler to
“the article entitled, * Wandering out ul
the Way of Understanding,” Ly Brother
G. Handley in our last number . 18,

Tue Rusr vor THE Prorie or Gob.
In Deut. = The

ir. 23, Moses suys:

They were invited in a variety |

(Isa. Iv. |

|

. of the Abrahamic Copenant ?
They did not all -

'

Lord sent you Usruclitesy from Kuadesh-
Burnea, saying, Gu up, pussess the lund
which I huve given you.” Was that an
offer of the promised land on the basis
Are we
to understand that Poul meant that it
wus, when he says that they could not

Coenter in (o leis reat) beeause of unbelief ?

If they had entered dnto His vest, would
it be the same as the “rest™ that re-
watneth to the people of God? (Heb.
v, 9).

The instruction to = go up and possess
the Jand ™ was given, not upon the basis
of the Abrahamic Covenani, which
involves cternal life, but, as part of the
Mosaic Covenant, which guaranteed to
them possession of the land so long as
they comphied with its requirements
{Deut. xxviu. 1, 2, 15

The =rest ™ into which they could not

enter because of unbelied (Heb. iv.) is
doubtless, that contemplated in the
“Abralatinic  Covenant.  lsrael, as a

nition, falled to make usc of the Mosaie
fuw as u schovhmaster in spiritual things,
and, therefore, as the majority never
understond the typical significance of
the “shadow of good things to come,”
they ditd not embrace the promises made
to the fathers as the - hope of salvation.”

Clutb and Elror.

Soov rested those who fought ; but thou
Who mingeth in the harder strite

For truths which men receive not now,
Thy warfare only ends with lite.

Yet nerve thy spirit to the proof,
And blench not uv thy chosen lot;
The tinud good may stand slouf,
The sage may frown—yet faint thou not.

Nor heed the shaft too sure

cast,

The foul and hissing bult of scorn,
For with thy side shall dwell ut lust
The vietory of endurance born.

Truth crushed o carth shall rise again ;
The eternal years of God are hers -

But Lrror, wounded, writhes in pain,
And dies amid his worshippers.

—Wiltium Cullen Bryax!.
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Qur Letter BWor.

Dip CHaisT IE For HiMSELY?

A correspondent (R, R. S, High-
gate) criticises our remarks in the nuinber
tor June, 1901, on the yuestion, = Did
Christ die for the ungodly 7 It so, did
He die for Himself ¥” He objects to
our interpretation of Heb. vii. 27 to the
etfect that Christ, as the anti-typical
High Priest, “otfered for Himselt and
then for the people,” and referring to
Lev. xvi. 6, makes this stutement : ="The
High Priest did not ofler sacrifices tor
the sinfud Israclites un the Day of Atone-
ment. He first oflered o bullock tor
himself and for lis house.  Having thus
cleansed himself trom his sins, he became
fitted to ofhiiate as High Priest to offer
the two goats for the sius ol the people.”

There is an obvions contradiction
here, on which we muke no comment,
Our correspondent points out that only
the bullock was offered tor the priest,
and only the goiats for the people, a is-
tinetion which does not atlect the matter
in the least. Jesus, he odds, being
devoid of sin (that 1s, sin-natured, did
not need the counterpart o1 the bullock-
sacrifice. This, lowever, is what the
writer of the Hebrews says He did need.
What He did not need was to do = duily®
that which the Mosaic Iriest had to do
yearly, For what the priest dildl on
cach annual day of atonement Christ
did *once ™ only. What did the priest
then do? Otfcred “saerifice first tor
his own sins, amd then for the people’s.”
“To say, as dots our correspondent, that
the expression,  “This He did onee,”
applies only to ‘the latter part of the
statement—oftering  for people—is to
stultify the use of language.

The blood of both the bulluek and the
goat was sprinklid upun the mercy-seat
1Lev. xvi. 15), and it is in contrast to
this that the author of Hebrews says,
“Neither by the blood of goats and
ealves, but by lis own blom), He entered
in once into the lloly Pluce, baving
vbtained  eternal  redemption ™ (Heb,
ix. 12).  ‘That is to say, as the Mosaic
Priest entered the typical Holy Place
“ by the blood of goats and calves,” so
Christ entered the  Anti-typieul Holy
Place * by His own blowl.” The sins of
the Mosaic I'riest were o barrier to his

entrance inta the Holy Place, but that
barrier was removed by *the blood of
guats and calves” If, therefore, Jesus
required “ His own blvod” to ¢nable
Him to enter there must have been a
harrier which was removed by His blood.
It could only be sin in some form or
uther.  Jesus had no personal sins, like
the Mosaic Priest; and, therefore, the
ouly explunation is His sin-nature.

Fhe expression, “having obtained
cternal redemption,” should include the
words  “for Himself” ; for this is the
import ot the form of the Greck verh
that is used here. 1f lle *obtained
redemption > it was because he needed
it, andd the need thereol can only Le
explained Ly the sinuature which He
inlierited,

Our correspondent gues on to say —

“The Law offerced life to the obedient
while obedient. Tt exacted the death
of none but the disobedient. Jesus way
obedient ;  thercfore He must have died
exclusively for others,”

1t is quite true that the law offered
life to the obedient while obedient, but
this litc woulll not have been immor-
tality—only prolonged lite in the land.
UHow eould Chirist, therefore, get beyond
the possibility of death, however re-
wote 7 In other words, how was he to
get rid of his mortal vature und obtain
immortahty ¥ According  to  God’s
arranygement, this was only to be done
hy suffering death in order that the
flesh and blood nature might be “cut
off,” sucreeded by a resurrection,

The next peint referred to is in relation
to vircumeision, which our correspon.
dent says, * had nothing to Jdo with
sinful flesh,” and He asks, “ How could
it svmbolise a death of the whole man ?*

The answer to this guestion is to bLe
found in Col. ii. 1)1, 32, where “ bap
tism” 18 described asa ¥ arcumeision.®
Raptism 15 admittedly & symbol of a
sacrificial death, and therefore there
should he no difticulty in vecognising cir-
cumcision to be likewise a symbol. The
omission of the italic word *sing® from
verse twelve does not affect the question
at all. For, cver since thefall of Adam
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the tlesh is described in the Blble as a bad
thmg, whereas it is previously defined
as “very good * (Gen. 1. 31).

Our correspondent is mistaken in
attributing to us the statement that
= circumeision of itself removed Adamiv
taint.> What we have taught is, that
literal circumcision was a typical Justi-
lication from Adamic sin, snd that it was
neeessary for cvery mals before coming
under the Mosaic law. But, as the
Mospie law was, in regarid to it3 blessings
aml penalties, condined o tos lile, cos
cumeision was not a sutlcient justifica
tivn for Jesus Christ to enter on a pro-
bation for eternal life. Hence the need
tor His baptism by John—a ceromony
which obviously symbolised 8 death tor
wn,  Circumcision and  baptism  only
cleansed Him provisionally. For per-
ninent elosnsing he required to undergo
the antitype thereof by w sucrificial
death. His death is describod by Jesus
as o * baptism.” * L have a baptism to
be baptised with, and how am 1 strait-
enesd till it bo accomplished ” {Luke xii.
M) I thevefore, His death be spoken
of as a *baptism,” is it not clear that
His baptism by John prefigured Ilis
death ?

In Rom. vi. 6 we remd that those
who are baptised in Christ know that
their old “ man is crucified with him,
that the body of sin might be destroyed ;™
amd it i3 in view of this changed relution-
ship that, in Rom. viii. 9, we are told
that such are “ not in the flesh, but in
the Spirit.” The flesh in regn.rd to such
is looked upon by God as * cut off,” and
their subsequent course of action is of
the nature of *circumeision of the
heart®  (ch. ii. 29). They reckon
themselves * to be dead indeed unto sin,”
and have crucified {or “cut off ”} the
Hesh wibh its affections and lusts™
(Gal. v. 24), From these consideratians
we think circumcision is & very fitting
symbol for the death or cubling off of
sin's Hesh,

Reference is next made o our re-
nmiarks concerning the provision of
animal skins for the covening of Adam
aml Kve, and from what our corres-
pondent says, he does not appear to see
any doctrinal significance in the matter,
only that *he (Adam) was expected
to wear decent apparel » .

This is the “natural man> way of
viewing the matter, but there is a

“ spiritual *  aspect, as shown by a
+0ful condition heing deseribed by the

word “naked” (see Exod. xxxii. 23;
IL Chron. xxviii. 19; Rev. iii. 17; xvi.
15). In conformity therewith a righ-
teous condition is represented by cloth-
ing (see Ps. 132, 9; Rev. ili. 18; xvi.
l.)). also by “covered* {(I’s. 32, 1) and
by *put on Christ” (Gal. ui. 27; Kph.
v, 24).
hese illustrations should Dbe quile
suilicient to show that, as Adam was
“the Agure™ of Christ {Rom. v. 14),
the reearl af his being elothed alter
annimg ust be viewed  liguratively,
ar spiritually. .
The question is asked, * If Christ was
rveafly sinful flesh ﬁom birth, where
comes in the beneflt arising trom  the
fart that a body wus specially prepared
tor flim in which He was to do the wiil
af Gud ? In reply, we refer to Heb. ii.
14, * For as much then as the children
are purtakers of flesh and blood, He wlsu
Himself likewise took part of the samne ;7
and Paul says, *1n me--that is, in my
Hesl dwelleth no good thing”® The
“body ™ was not * prepared T by spirit
hegettal, but by spirit contro] during
the tirst thirty years of Mis life, when He
was under the special "u..nllmn eare
ut tod, who kept Him from conunitting
sin, It was not until His manite stastion
to Isracl, at the time of His hlplmu by
John, that He pmchmlly waid, - Lo,
I eume to do thy will, O God * (Heb. x. 7.).
*No one,” continues “ K, K. N7
“ecan become subject to the law of sin
and \Ionth cexcept by becoming a servant
of sin® This is asserted with the view
of avoiding the idea that Christ required
tu dic for Himsell, but it is contrary to
the testimony. For we read : * Nuver-
theless, death reigned from Adam to
Moses oven over them that had not
sinned after the similitude of Adumi’s
trunsgression,”  Moveover, “R. R. 87
stultitics his own  argament, lor he
whmits that Cheist was a mortal man.
In other words, he was a man subject
to death—What for? Not for-any sin
He had eommitted, for He was “ without
sin.”  Obviously, thepefore, it wias on
account of the nature He possessed.
We altogether deprecate the flippuncy
ulhu vable in the communication from
“R. R. 5> It does not assist his argu-
nient in any way ; indeed, it is & source
ol weakness, and it iy quite aut of har-
mony with the acquisition of a right
understanding of the hisklen things of
wisdon

Enrtorg
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The Foundation of the Hoamic Sinful Race.

This question is raised by a corres- | Christ, as the Saviour of the workl, wus

pondent who demurs to the following
statement in our article on Justifica-
tion {No. 19, page 38). “ Apart trom
this promise (Gen. iii. 13), there is no
evidence that they (Adam and  Mvye)
would have had either son ur daughter,
but the promise made offspring a cer-
tainty.”  Our correspondent thinks that
this conclusion contradicted by Gen,
i. 28, " God blessed them, and said, be
fraitinl and ndtiply and replenish the
carth.”  He turther quotes Acts xv. 18,
= Known unto Guod are all His works
from the beginning of the workd.” On
the basis of these passages, our corres-
pondent contends  that Gud intended
Adam and Eve to be progenitis of u ra
und that according to his foreknowled
He knew that race woull In- born nmltr
sin. Thercfore, suys he, " the descen-
dants of Adam owe their origin, not to
the promuse in Gen. dii. 15, but w the
Divine declaration in Gen. i. 28."

It is quite true that after Adam and
Eve had been created, God authorised
them to multiply, but this is no evidence
that sinful conduct on their part would
not interfere with their power to multi-
ply. The authority to “he fruitinl»
must be viewal in connection with the
circumstances in which it was uttered.
These circumstances were that there was
harmony, or ftellowship, between God
and the first human par, hut that they
were under a command which, il violated.
would bring death. Are we justitied in
saying that a violation of the command
could not interfere with the Divine
authority to = e bruitful and replenish
the carth ?” Such a view appuears to
deprive the Creator of that which is His
prerogative, namely, to decide whether
transgressors aguinst His law shall be
allowed to live ur not. To Le fruitful,
before the introduction of sin, would he
a very ditferent thing trom the begettal
of offspring after sin had onee entered
\See Lien. i 14-19),

1t is possible Lo give a more extensive
application to the statement that © All
God’s works are known unty Him frum
the beginning of the world,” than was
intended, and we think this is done by
our correspondent when he says, on the
basiy of this passage, = [t is evident that

in the mind of God before the ervation
of Adam. It is also evident that Adam’s
fall was known unto God before He gavo
the Fdenic Law.” It is quite possible
tlmt such was the case, but of thes theve
i3 no evtederice. It s suflicient for us ta
recognise what i in the mind of God
when it is veveahsl

The expression ~ from the beginning of
the world,” is Very sugg uw, in view of
the statement in’ Rev, iii. 8, respecting
the = Book of life of the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the workd”  This, of
course, relers to the Lamb slain in type ;
that slaying did not begin until sin had
entered ;. consequently the ™ foundation
ut the workl,” as now constituted, com-
menced not with the ereation of the first
hunin pair, hut with sacrifiee for theie
sin. And what was the toundation fur
this sacritice ¥ Was it not the promise
about the seed of the woman in Gen,
. 1537 By that promise o new world
wis foreshadowed, based, not simply
upon the pewer and wisdom of God, but
upon His merey and wisdom. 1t said in
cHeet that the sin which had just been
committed should be taken away by
sacrifice, and immediately afterwards
the first sacrifice was offered up.

It God by reason of Gen i. 28, was
under un obligation to ket Adam and
Eve live after they sinned, in onder to
propagate desecendunts, the foundation
for a saerificiul death to take away sin is
deprived  of one  important  element,
Under the Mosaie Taw. it is quite evident
that the ollering up ot sacritice postponed
the infliction of death. There was thus
a relution between the death meurred
sion and the death accepted
ional atonement ; that is to
sy, death by slaying was averted by the
slaying of an animal.  The Mosaie Law,
being the " form of knowledge and of
the 'l'rulh," contains a synopsis of the
way of Salvation in type 3 consequently
sacrifice outside the Mosaic Luw should
bear the sume relation to the death in-
curred by sin, as it «did under that law.
Applying this prineiple to the first human
pair, i s not dithicult 1o perceive that
the animals, by whose skins they were
clothed, suffered the death due for their
sin, and that the slaying of these animals
averted that death,
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TWhithin the Doly Place.

BRISTOL.

We still rejoice in the trath, und ure
in loving sympathy with all of like
precious  taith, We
the visit of any byother or sistor in
tetlowship which would teud to strength
and encouragrment.

W. PaLser.

14, Shaitesbury Avenue,

Ashley Rd., Bristol.

HOVE SUSSEX).

We continue here in the things ol the
Kingdom and of the Name, sowing the
seed in and vut of sesson.  We have had
visits from  Bro. Eleomb and  Sister
¥, Mockjord, ol Camberwell, oy 25th
March. We were plessed to have thar
présence atl teewship at the breaking
of bread, and the sssistance ‘of  Bro.
Eleomb in decturing.

We have started s house-to- lnuum, i
Lribution of pamphiets, which we hope
will bear Iruit for our encouragement.
An ocuting i3 being arranged, probubly
for Coropation Day, and we shull ln
glad to have the company of sny breth-
ren and sisters who can attend.

JERSEY
After paticnt labour and waiting, st
has pleased vur Father to scver one vl
Adum’s sons from inherited condenmmna

should wpprectate |

etablish universal rightevusness, peave,
and juy in the Holy Spirit.
N. J. Prise, Ree, Bro.

LONDON (NORTIL).
Bakxssury Hapt,.

We are again sble to repott an inereiso
to our pumbers. On March 23rd weo
haul the pleasure o witness the immer-
ston into the Saving Name of Miss Jane
Pillus Owler, eldest daughter of our
Bro, and Sister Win, Owler; and on 20th
April we were cheered by the baptism
into Christ of Mr. Juhn Avery, formerly
Cliireh of Engluod.

I have to report with regret that our
Bro, W, Morley Joft us in April Jast for
British Columbia,  We trust the bless-
g of our Huavenly Futher will be with
b in his isulation,

We dare deeply gratetul to twe snony-
maas donors for contributivns of £3
amd L1 respectively to our Poor Fund.

JouN Owiner, Ree. Bro.
LONDON (50UTH).
Suunky Masosse Hart.
Since our last report we have been

i tthiully procliming the Truth both
* here und at the Imperial Hall, Dulwich.

tioh, uniting bhim to our federal Leud

even Jesus Anvinted.

Philip Hodge, in

lis earlier days, was sccptical to Divine

revelation and a military man by pro-
Tession.
by a circuitous route.  Bix years ango he
came into touch with Count Tolstwi's
writings, which so greatly impressed
Jus ml as to impel his resignation
trom  the fighting order. From that
moment he has  steadily advanced
toward the knowledge of the ‘Truth.
Now be knows the Christisn socialism
of Tolstoi to be as erronecus as the rest
of the fables of Christendom, amd luoks
forward to the time whon Christ will

He has been led into the truth |

We have been chicered by thu presence
o several strangers, who appear to
bave had their interest aroused. Bro.
W. Owler and Bro. R. Overton, of
Barnsbury Hall, huve both rendered us
ussistance in lecturing.

We are pleased to be able to report
an addition to our nwubers in the
person of Miss Hannah Jeacuek, who
was baptised on April 6th.  We surnestly
tspe IL.\L she, with us, nay be found
worthy in the Jay when the Lord will
make up His ]Lwcl:

. A. Foote, Ree. Rro.

sT. LEONARDS.
singe our fast report we have buen
vheered Ly another being added w vur
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number in the persun of Mary Pel,
formerly Church of Lngland, who, ader
a yooud confession of Ler “Delier concerning
the Kingdom of God and the Name of
Jesus Christ, passed through the waters
of baptism on March 10l OQur sister
tirst heard the truth Just sumuner at
the open-air meetings. I have also tu
add trt the breaking ot bread will in
future be at Bro. Hadden's, 23, Manor
Road, Hastings.

This is necossary In  conscjuence
of my removal through husiness to
Richmend, Surrey.  We shall, hiowever,
hold our hre&kiug of bread at our new
address, at 11 o'clock, and shull be ploased
to welcome any b:ellucn whio may visit
this town.

F. G, W, Siumoss.

34," Nupier Road, lsleworth,

LIVERPOOL.

We are still mecting at the house ol
Bru. 1. Burton, 3, Hamilton Street,
Birkenhead, and the breaking of bread
is well supported by our mewbers. Very
few visitors have paticnce o hsten to
the “joyful sound ” of the true Gospel.
One or two, howuver, sppeat to appreci-
ate the “Light” and we hope will
embrace it to their eternal salvation.

C. A. Burron.

NEW ROMNLEY.
" We are from time to time cheered
and comforted by the visits of brethren
and sisters. It is with pleusure, there-
fore, that I record the visit of Bro. and
Sister  Nettlefold, of the Camberwell
clesia, and Sister Allen, who furmerly
resided in o our midst. Against  this
pleasant side I have with regret to
announce that Bro. Cook, owinyg to his
haviug takten a situstion in London, b

The bcmctumy Ke'per.

hinl Lo sever s couperation with e in
the work of the Truth, so L must again
labour on singly. One is comiorted,
however, with the assursnce of heaveuly
wuidance aud help in faithfulness to
duty.  The Sisters Cook remain bere,
and this i> a source of joy to us. We
Lave o nore regular attendance at our
lectures than for some time past, thus
showing that the interest is maintained,
and we trust God will bless our work.
. WHITEUEAD,

NORTHAMPTON.

By the blessing of God, snd with the
help of brethren from o distance, we
have been enabled to continue the goud
work of procluiming the Word of Life.

We nade a special effort in March,
Bro. Whitchewl delivering three Jectures
on March 9th and 10th, ard Bro. Barton,
of Birkenhewd, following with two lee-
tures on the 16th and 17th. Both
brethren obtained a good hearing, and
their efforts were greatly appreciated,
We have ot seen any imnediate result,
but still keep pledding an, having full
taith in the power of the Gospel to save
ull who will obey it.

Our aged sister Parnell has been
detained from the meetings all the
winter by ler infirmities, but it is a
pleasure to visit l:el, and witness the
juy she has in the *Truth.” We Lope
with the return of warmm weather she
will be enabled to rally,

T. E. Bonbmo’ron Rec. Bro.

[Contribntions 1or this section shoul|
be sent the tirst week of the month
preceding date of publication, to Mr. J
Owler, 38, Lucerne Road, Highbury
Park, Lundon, N.J
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A QUARTERLY MAGAZINE FOR THE EXPOSITION AND
DEFENCE OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

* Ye (Aaron and bis sous) shall keep the charye of the sauctnary, and the charge of
the altur.”—{Num. xviii. 3.)
. ];‘ ¥e (brethren of Christ) are . . . an holy pricsthood lo offer up spiritual sacrifices,”
. Pet. ii. 6.)
* Thou hast kept My Word and hast not denied My Name."—(Rev. iii, 8.)
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Faptismal Belief.

In the three previous instalments of this article we have examined all the
waterial utterances in the Aety of the Apostles relating to Baptismal Belief.
Before proceeding further it will be convenient to summarise these, in order to
see at a glance the ground they cover.

1. That Gl is the Creator of all things, an | hath made of one blood all
pations of men, who, in Him, live and move and have their being.

2. That God snointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power, by which He healed those oppressed with the devil, 1.e., afflieted with
disease as the result of sin. )

3. That He was deliverel to Mis enemies by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God, althongh His conduet was Divinely approved.

4. That huving been slain, Jesus Christ, without being allowed to see
corruption, was raised from the dead by God ; was made Lord and Messiah,
and exalted to sit at God’s right hand until the time arrives for his foes
to be made His footsto 1.

5. That Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Prophet like unto Moses, and
the Prince, or Author of Life, through whom salvation, or eternal life, can alone
be obtained.

6. That Jesus Christ, when He returns to the earth will accomplish the
Restitution of all things which God hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy
prophets, and will judge, or rule, the world in righteousness,

7. That the reslization of the Hope of lsrael involves the restoration of
the Twelve Tribes to their own land, and that che resurrection of Jesus Christ
is an assurance unto all men that the promis:s to the fathers of the Jewish
pation, and the sure mercies of David, will be fulfilled.

8. That those Jews who woull not heed Jesus Christ should be destroyed.

9. That there will be a resurrection of both just and unjusi; thst
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Jesus Christ was « rdained of God to he the julge of quick and dead ; and that
the resurrection of the dead wilt be throngh Christ.

10. That Jews, by belicving in Christ receive furgiveness of sins, and are
justitied from all things from w liels they could not be justified through the law
of Moses—w hiel ineluded sin-in-the-tesl, or their inherited sin-nature.

11, That the same privileges are offered to,and oblained by, Gentiles.

12. That these privileges can only be realised by baptism into the name
gf Jesus Christ, which is equivalent to the name of the Father, Son, and Holy

irit.

’ In addition to the spoken ntterances of the Apostles there are some state-
ments in their Epistles, whicl, althongh written 1o baptised believers, so
o _viously relate to the basis on which haptisan shoukl be administered, that
they cannot I i mored in a comprehensive eonsidevation of the subjeet.

First, let us look at the Apos L- Panb’sBevenfold cnumeration of the ™ Unity
of the Spivit.”  They comprise ondy st which is in itself Spirit, or has origin-
ated from the Divine Spirit. 7 There is,” sayx the Npostle, ™ Oue Body, and one
Spirit, even as ve are called inone Hope of your ealling ; one Lord, one Failh,
one Baptism, one God and Father of all, who is ubove all, and through all, and
in you all " (Fph. iv. 4-6). .

The “one Body ™ is the maltitwdinous  Christ-Bdy, which i3 but an
enlurgement of the individual Chreist-body.  Withoat the Tatter, the former
could huve had no existence,  The body which constitutes the beginning or
toundation of the multitudinons Body, is that which Clirist possesses now,
which is wholly of Spirit-substanc-. The bestowal of this Spirit-bady was the
result of the ™ bady of sin ™ (Rom. vi. 6) having been overcome by Jesus Chirist
during His probation, from baptisn Gll death. Tle " one ™ multutudinous
* body " is thus based on Christ having, in regard to Himself, put away ™ sin-
in-the-flesh ~ (Kom vill. 3)—a amth which requires that others, who desire to
enter that " body ™ must likewise put away " sin-in-the-flesh,” in the Apostolic
sense, before they can be accounted members thereol.  This is provided for in
the justification frow inherited sin, already explained in No. 29, page 4

The " one Spirit " 1+ that Divine power by which Jehovah has communi-
cated His will and effected the work of Redemption thus fur, in the person of
His beloved Son ; of the characteristies of whieh Spirit the members of the one
Body are required to partake.

The “ one Hope ™ of their * calling ™ is the ardent desire for the fulilment
of the promises given, throngh the Holy Spirit, guaranteeing the return of the
ipirit-made Man at Gail's right land o estublish the Spirit:uled King-

om.

The " one Lord ™ is ~ the Lord the Spirit,” who is the Head of the one Body,
from whom the members derive their strength as Sons of the Lord
Almight{) ;and whotn they recognise as having attained to His present exalted
position by overcoming the world and putting away, in flis own pers.n, the
sin introduced into the world by the head of the Adamic race.

The = one Faith ” s the hving belief in the promises made to Abraham and
others by members of the Spirit-ade Angelic host, or through Holy men by
the Holy Spirit.

The * one Baptisin ™ involves a death with the erucified Christ, a burial
with Christ, and resurrection in Christ ; whereby the old man, with his deeds,
is put off, and the New Mau. with His righteousness, is put on ; the subject
of such a water-burial and resurrection being thereby justified from his
inherited sin nature and reeciving forgiveness of his previous sinful actions, At
the same time he commences a new hife in Chyist, whicly, if not forfeited by un-
faithfulness, will cnsure exaltation 1o immortality at the Judgment-seat.

The “ one God and Father of all” is the Giver of every gomd and perfect gift
the greatest of which are the perfeet written Word, and the perfect perwuaf
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Word. He who receives these gifts in the appointed way is transformed from a
child of Adam into s Son of God, by a birth from above, whereby he is able to
address God ays his Father and to seck forgiveness of sins committed after being
born again.

The above seven verities are jdentical with the seven pillars with which
Divine wisdom hath builded & House for the habitation of Him who is " above
all, and through all, and in all ” His sons.  They comprise in thetr fulness, all
that is necessary for attaining to the ~ glory, honor and immortality ” of the
Kingdom of God.  Not one can be omitted, and whalever is taught concerning
them at variance with the perfect written Word, impuairs, more or less, their
cHiciency and unity.

Thus, the doctrine of the Trinity destroys the oneness of God, the Father ;
the waching thwt Christ cxivtud before His birth of the Virgin Mary, or that
He way born without the inlierited sinmnature, makes void the pathway by
which he way exalted by His Father to be the * One Lord ;7 the belief in going
to heaven nullifies the “one hope ™ in respeet to Christ’s second appearing ;
the fable of man’s natural immortality renders unnecessary the ™ one faith " ina
resurrection from the dead to receive pmmortality and an inheritance in the

romised lanid ; the widespread eontention that contradictory beliefs on
oundation principles may exist side hy side, makes the * One Body ™ an im-
possibility ; the practise of administering humersion i water without an
understanding of its doetrinal import, destroys the validity of what was designed
to be the ~one Baptism ;" and the vain delusion that there is a super-human
god of wickedness which impereeptibly ntluences mankind to sin, introduces
an evil spirit whieli i3 incompatible with the ™ one Spirit.”

The Sons of Gud are, by virtue of their refationship to the * Father of all,”
the * children of wisdom,” and it is, therefore, incumbent on them to put into
practise the principles on which Wisdom's house has been built. This duty is
mmplied in the Apostolic expression which deseribes them as * the Church
of the fiving God, the pillar and ground of the Trath ” (1 Tim_iii. 15). To justify
this deseription they are called upon to uphold * the Truth ™ in bs doctrinal and
practical aspecty ; and they eannot adequately fulfil this obligation unless they
carefully test ap{)li(:ants for Baptism respecting their knowledge and belief.

~ Such knowledge should embrace the " Truth ™ in regard to all its first
Prmclplus, and such belief should exclude false teaching ab variance therewith ;
or " no lie is of the truth " (1 Juo. ii. 21).

The " Truth ” has been aptly compared to a cirele.  Each part is related to
the rest ; and no segment can be taken awny without impuirini;' the whole. We
have seen from the preaching of the Apostles what it ixvolves. The same result,
can, however, be arrived at in anothier way., To do this we luve but to ask
ourselves, what is necessary to constitute the Truth in its clementary aspeet,
and what errors nullify it ?

The things concerning the Kingdom of God involve the covenauts of
the promise, the restoration of the Jews, and the Second Appearing of
Christ to reign on the earth ; and these ure obviously an integral part of the
Truth. Without them the Truth would have no existence. When Clirist was
asked of Pilate, * Art thou a King, then 17 he replied by saying, * To this end
was [ born, and for this cause came | into the world, that 1 should bear witness
unto the Truth ” (Jno. xviii. 37). He was born to be a King, and hie entered
the world, when baptised by Jolui, to beir witness unto the Truth.  The

rincipal things to which Christ bore witness were the Kingdom of God
?Lu_kp iv. 43), the offer of eternal life, or immortality (Jno. x. 10), His own
position as Son of God (Jno. x. 36), the Supremacy of His Father (Jno. xiv. 10),
the Divine Authorship of the Okl Testament Seriptures (Jno. x. 33), and the
resurrection to the judgment-seat of the faithful snd unfuithful servants
of God (Luke xiv. 14; xix. 13).
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Any teaching which is at variance with these elementary things—such
as the church being now the Kingdom, the inheritance of immortality from
Adam, the human paternity of Jesus, the coequality of the Father and the
Son, the human Authorship of the Holy Seriptures given by Divine inspira-
tion, and the resurrection of the faithful only, to the Judgment-Seat—partakes
of a religious lie, and therefore is not of * the Truth ” to which Christ bore
witness.

In addition to these things there are others to which Christ bore witness,
not so mueh by word of month, as by his actions.  In submitting to John's
baptism, and to the sacriticial death of which it was a symbol, hie bore witness
to the sinful condition of human nature, his own inchuded, and to the necessity
of blood-shedding o provide a provisional justilica ion, and fisally to take it
aWay.

The doctrinal teaching of this phase of the Truth was delegated to the
Apostles after Jesus Christ had been rewarded for his faithful witness-bearing.
In the record of their preaching—already examined—we have presented to
us the affirmative side of the things pertaining to Christ’s sacrificial death ;
but in their Epistles we find certain errors which had sprung "l[P in first century
ecclesias, the subjeet of refutation and condemmnation. hese  constitute
danger-signals to warn subsequent generations against their perpetuation or
reproduetion.  One of the most important methods of giving effect to these
warnings, is for the Feelesia o carcfully aseertain that these who desire to
become members do not hold any crrors which would nullify the elementary
principles of the Truth.  'The kind of errors which shoubld be excluded may be
gathered from thos: which are reprobuted by the Spirit in the Epistles of
the Aposties.  The following are the principal ones :

1.—That eternal life was u\lluillu?)lu through keeping the Mosaie law.

2.—That the Jew in the present dispensation still occupies a more privi-
ledged position than the Gentile.

3.—That circumeision is necessary to salvation for those who have been
baptised into Christ.

4.—That there is no resurreetion of the dead.

5.~That resurrection is a past event.

6.—That those in Christ do not commit xin.

7.—That Jesus Christ did not come in the flesh.

All the above affect baptismal belief ; I ut that relating to Jewish claima
presents no practical dithiculty in this gencration. A few remarks on the
others will suffice to show that the prineiple they embody has its present-day
application.

The Jews who endeavoured to obtain eternal life through keeping the
Mosaic law. attributed to that law a power which it did not possess : they
thereby nullified the Abrabamic covenant, and substituted works for faith
as the means of attaining Salvation. The counterpart of this is to be found in
the teaching of Unitarians, Theosophists, Theists, &c.

. To add to bapiism into Christ any ceremony as a necessity for salvation
is to make the Cross of Christ 25 muceh of none effect as did the Jews who
taught that except & man be circumcised he could not be saved.

The doctrine of the immortality of the soul nullifies the resurrection of the
dead as much as did the denial by the Corinthians, and the assertion of
Hymwenaeus and Philetus that it was a past event. These two brethren, said
the Apostle, had, by their false teaching, made shipwreek of the Faith. On
the same principle immortal soulism virtually destroys the “ one faith.”

Those who taught that Christ’s brethren cannot sin, virtually made void
the priesthocd of Jesus Christ for His household ; and they are not without
present<lay successors.

Some of the first century brethrea who taught that Christ did not come
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in the flesh, believed that He was a phantom. The Apostolic reprobation of this
has beena check on its recurrence, but it has not prevented the appearance of
the error in other forms. Tmmaruns in teaching that Jesus Clirist was a
combination of the divine natnre and the hunian, nulllfy the Apostolic declara-
tions that He was " made of a woman,” " in all Lhings like unto his brethren.”
(Gal. iv. 4; Heb. ii. 17).  The divine nature i3 s0 much stronger than the
Duman that it \\uul«l completely control the hwman, and deprive it of its
feelings and temptations. f Jesus Christ had been thus constituted he could
uot have been ~tempted in sl points like ” His brethren, and woulit not,
therefore, have been fitted for ~ a mereiful and faithful high priest,” to " succour
them that are tempted."—(Heb. iv.15; 1i.17, 18).

Before the Full, Adam and Eve could not be tempted from within ; for
they were of *very good ™ nature (Gen. i 31), with no desire for evil. In
order, therefore, to test them it was neeessary that there shonld be an outside
teinpter.  Hence the provision of the serpent, who, by false reasoning, pro-
duced in the woman a desire to eat the forbidden fruit. By partaking of " the
tree of the knowledge of gool and evil,” Adam and Kve came to know evil, of
which they had been previously vmlrely destitute in all its forms.  Through
their disobedience, evil desire became a fixed principle in hwman vature,
Hence, from that time all men have been subject 1o temptation from within as
well as from withont.  To this, Jesus Christ was no exeeption.  When,
therefore, it was decmed necessary 1o put Him to the test, he was led away l)y
the bplrlt from all contact with other beings, into the w ilder ness, that He maght,
under exceptional circumstances, be left to the influenee of His owit mnul
This resulted in a conflier between His knowledge of God’s will, and the desives
of His flesh to aet contrary thereto.  Thaose desives snggested that He should
use the supernatural power with which He had just been invested, to grasify

“the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life.,” But the
Divine instruction and training with which He had been favoured enabled
Him to resist this three-fold, and all- -embracing, temptation.

If Christ existed in heaven before being born of Mary, or if He was a
combination of Divine and human nature, such & temptation would have had
no reality for Him ; it would have been a farce. It is nou diftieult, therefore,
to understand \\'hy the Spirit, through the Apostle Johin, was so strong in
dumuncmg those who denied that Christ came in the ﬂesh, as to style thl:lll
“deceivers ” who partook of the Spiriv of Antichrise (1. Jno. Iv. 1 to 3;
Jno. ver. 7).

Trinitarianismi is not the only part of current thcu]o«vy whieh makes
void the Apostolic teaching that Christ ~ came In tesh.” Phere is anulhex
and ore snbue forny of denial.  This theory admits that Christ was “ade
inall points ke his brethren”: but it denies that they possess a sinful nature
from birth.  No descendant of Adan, say its supporters, has sin in the flesh
until he commits actnal transgression ; and, as a consequence, Christ, who
never transgressed, was free from sin-in-the-fesh, or the sin-nature,

From one point of view this i3 a more pernicious perversion of Bible
teaching than that which attributes to Christ a_Divine, as well as a hwwan,
nature ; for, as a rule, Trinitarians recognise the inher ited smfulne»u of human
nature, whereas the supporters of this theory deny it.  They are " ileecivers,
tlurtforc not only in regard to Christ's nature, but in respe ct to the nature
of the wholc Adamnie raec since the fall. \\Iule admitting, in words, that
Christ * came in the flesh,” they rob their confession of an essential element by
saying that * the flesh does not contain sin.” lu all intents and urposes,
therefore, they partake of " the spirit of Antichrist.”

The contention that Chivist did not inherit sin-in-the-flesh affeets Hn position
a3 a sacrifice for sin, and the ceremony of baptism into His death.  The sin
which He pnt away hy that sacrifice could only be inherited ; for He had ne




54 The Sanctuary-Keeper.

‘rsonnl sin.  The denial of inherited sin 1akes away, therefore, the basis for

is sacrifice, and thus transforms a just death into an unjust one. As a
consequence, baptisin into Hix death cannot give to believers a justification
in respeet to their inherited sin ; for a just death is essential to a justifica-
tion. The absence of such a justification constitutes a barrier to silvation ;
and the death of Christ is the only means by which it can be obtained. !,
therefore, that death be robbed of its power to justify, there can be no
deliverance from the power of death and no bestowal of immortality.

These consilerations clearly show the need for a believer understanding
what isinvolved by Christ coming " in the flesh,” before passing through the
water of baptism.  The injunction of the Apostle John requires the rejection
of baptised believers who  confess not that Jesus Christ came in the flesh.”
This teaches us that, to avold such rejection we onght 10 be careful that a
belicver sufficiently understands the nature and sacrifice of Christ as to be able
to “ confess ” intelligently, before immersion, vhat He ~ came in the flesh.” If
he deny this, in the sense above defined, his immersion could not introduce him
into the Christ taught by the Apostles, but into ~anotlier Jesus” whom they
did not_preach, and whose existence is a myth,

It i written of the " redeemed from wimong men, the first fruits unto Gt
and to the Lamb.” that they * were not defiled with women ; for they are virgins ”
(Rev. xiv.14).  The " women ” here spoken of are evidently thie * Mother of
Harlots ” and lier daughters, and consequently, the defilement is figurative,
It is not necessary for brethren to be membersof Romish or Protestant Churches
to be *defiled.” " They may partake of defilement while remaining outside
those eounuuuitics.  To embrace their false teaching will prodoce contamina-
tion as much as Joining affinity with them.  The multifarious dogmas of
Christendom hiave so long permeated all classes of society that it is a rare thin
to mect 4 candidate for tmmersion who is not, to a more or less extent, imbue
with them. Henct the need of testing them not only in regard to the atfirma-
tive side of the Truth, but also its negative side—that is, the things which are
out of harmony with exsential first principles, and therefore constitute a lic
which is not of the Truth.

In pronouncing » blessing upon thoxe who, through doing God'’s com-
mandments, have “right to the tree of life,” the Spiric describes them as
“entering m through the gates into the city,” and then enumerates certain
classes not allowed to enter.  These inchule © whosoever loveth and maketh
a lie " (Rev. xxii. 14, 15). Tlis kind of lie is that which the Apostle John says
iy “not of the Truth.,” It is, therefore, a religious lie, The judgment-seat
will decide who, among those brought before it, huve been = defiled * by the
Apsstate Churches of Christendom, by embraciug any of their religious lies,
an1 are thereby unfit to enter the symbolic New Jerusalemn.

In view of 4 Future serutiny on_thiy basis it is apparent that the ciuestvxon
of belief will oceupy a premier position in the adjudication of those who have
“ made a covenant with God by sacrifice.”  As " the pillar and ground of the
Truth,” it is the duty of Christ’s™ Churel.” and any metbers thereof, to see
‘t;lm thuse who seek salvation are Yluntﬂl on a sounl foundation—that of
¥ the Apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief eorner-stone ” (Eph.
ii. 20). Negligence in this matter may simply have the effect of deluding a
man that he is 2 member of Christ’s Body, while still in the bondage of the
Adamnie law of sin and death.

_In our next number we purpose indicating the elements of the Truth
which, on the basis of the foreguing testimonies, should be included in an
examination of a candidate for baptisiu into Christ : and this will conclude
what we have to say on the subject of Baptismal Belief.

IThe first three portions of this artiele will le fuund in the three preceding
numbers, viz, Nox, 28, 20, amd 30.] DIPOR.



|

Trumpets of Assembly and Alarm 55

Trumpets of EHssemblp and Hlarm,

Tt is recorded in the 10th chap. of Numbers that Moses was instructed to
make two silver trumpets for use in_the service of the Tabernacle and people
of God. When they were blown the congregation gathered themselves 1o
him at the door of the tent of meeting ; when an alarm was sounded, they
were to set forth on the mareh ; and i the days of their feasts, and the begin-
nings of their monthy, they were used as a memorial for lsrael before Gord.
When marching in the prescribed order, as in battle array, and the ark began
to set forward, it was customary for Moses to say, * Rise up, O Lord, and let
thine enemies be scattered, and let them that hate Thee flee before Thee”
They were, therefore, of utility in times of danger and of travel, and joyous
in their seasons of recreation and worship.  They may also be taken as emble-
watical of things to come, ns were all the ceremonies of that faw which con-
tained “ the form of knowledge and of the truth.”  The anti-typical trumpets
and their nses way be discerned in the New Testament writings.  Moses, as
king, mediator, sud privst, prefigures Jesus Uliist, as does also the Ark, which
rested between the cherubnn in the Most Holy plaee ; its contents, viz., the
Pestimony, manna, and almond rod that budded, sigmfied the word of God,
the resurrection, and eternal life chat now reside in Christ.

*Touching the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering to-
gether unto Him " (2 Thes, 1i. 1), a trumpet will be blown, which i1s mentioned
m 1 Thes. iv. 16 and 1 Cor. xv. 32, Concerning them which fail asleep, we
are informed that " the Lord Himself shall descend from Heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel and the trump of God, and the dead in Christ
shall rise first ; then we that are alive . . . shall, together with them,
be caught away . . . to meet the Lord in the air” (the ruling place of
the nge to come). This trumpet marks the last stage of onur Journey prior to
crossing the river of judgment into the promised land of rest. Upon the
occasion of lsrael's passage of the Jordan, the judgment-seat scene was evi-
demtly enacted in type.  All passed before the Ark, placed in the midst of
Jordan, and twelve stones, representing the tribes, were taken out of the
river’s bed, and crected into a memorial altar on the other side. Twelve
stones were also placed in the river’s bed, which were afterwards overwhelmed
by the returning waters, indicating the rejection of the unfit. Read the
ard and 4th of Joshua for this matter.

Turning to Rev. x. 7, we find another trumpet mentioned, which, on
investigation, will be seen to be in the nature of an " alarm ” to set in motion
the Lord’s host, in order that * his enemies shall be scattered ;" but it is not
sounded till after the resurrection trumpet, to which we have alluded, is
blown, and the destiny of the faithful nuh unfaithful people of God 1s deter-
minek. For *in the days of the seventh angel when he is ubout to sound.
then is finished the mystery of God, aceording to the good tidings which He
declared to His servants the prophets;” in other words, the kingdom has
come, and reward has been given to those related to it by belief and obedience
to the Gospel. The mention of a seventh implies the existence of six other
Lrumpetinﬁ anfels ; they and their work are set forth in the sth und 9th ehap-
ters, & study of which shuws that they are "alarm ” trumpets, followed by s
rising up of God to seatter Hiy enemies,

The natural eye, scanning those past events in the pages of history, attri-
butes then to limman causes and for man's ends.  The spiritual eye diseerns
the hand of God in then, so working as to prepare the Roman Empire for



56 The Sunctuary-Keeper,

its final, broken-up condition, which is 1w obtain when Christ returns “ to
consume and destroy it to the end.” 1t is very noteworthy that the great
events here predicted, now nccomplished fuets, are dramaticaily shown 1o be
in answer to the prayers of the saints (Rev. viii. 3, 5.) Some of these existed
in the different agesto which the trumpets relate, and being all instructed in
the purpose of God, they daily prayed that His kingdom should come. Their
prayers prevailed in the heavens, and they were preserved from hurt during
these terrible times (Hev. vii. 1, 4). Could anything be better calculated to
show the efficacy and power of prayer, vr the privilege of knowing the Gospel
of the Kingdom of Gad 7 When saints neglect this privilege, it surely indicates
want of appreciation of the Trutly, and a love for the presenc evil world.

When Paul declared that " uines of ignorance God had winked at, but
now He commanded men everywhere to repent,” he clearly implied that
Judgments would follow the neglect of the knowledge lie and his fellow brethren
were diffusing to every creature in the Roman habitable. The Truth at first
prospered therein, but ultimiately became, in a corrupted form, the State reli-
gion. Prior to and after this stage of its development, retribution came
upon ity rejectors, opponents, and perseentors. Thus, ~ those who had been
slain for the word of God " in the fourth eentury are represented as erying for
vengeance against their paugan adversaries; they were promised that in a
*little time " their prayer should be granted, and the  great day of the wrath
of the Lamb " speedily drenched the Finpire in blood, and changed its consti-
tution from heathenism 1o a nominally Christinn one (Rev. vi. 9, 17).

The work of the seven trumpeting angels is upon this latter phase of the
Roman Empire, which perseented those who preached the enlightening
word, and would have none of it (Rev. xi. 2, and chaps. ix., xii. snd xiii.).
When they sounded, God rose up and seattered his enemies—the first four
trumpets i:l'il);.'ing disaster upon the western Roman world during the 4l
and 5th eenturies, and the fifth and sixth extingnishing the power and slaying
the devotees of those who had ” shaven erowns,” and who, * as pagans, under
the semblance of Christianity, addressed their vows to relies and images,
and darkened the throne of the Almighty with a cloud of martyrs, sants,
and angels ; und invested the Virgin Mary with the name and honours of a
goddess.”  The sixth angel sounded and accomplished his work in the 15th
century, by the subjugation of the castern portion of the Roman Empire,
through the followers of Mahomet, who, since then, have retained possession
of Constamtinople and the Holy Land. These events are preparations for
the Kingdom u} Gud, inasiuch ns they weakened the Roman Empire to bring
It to its ~ ten-toed 7 (Dan, i) and final phase.

There has been a long interval in waiting for the seventh trumpet-angel,
When he sounds, God, in the person of Christ (personal and multitudineus),
will " rise up 10 scatter His enemies ™ (Ps. Ixviil.). The woes of this trumpet
exceed In extent and terror any of the others. Iy effects upon the Koman
Catholic and Gogian confederacy will extend to the ends of the earth,

This is a time of universal Bible diffusion, and in its pages these events
are plainly as well as symbolically set forth ; added to this a command to
repent, ~ fear Gud, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment
is come,” will resound in the Gentile heavens and earth. There will be no
excuse for opposition on the part of any. True und righteous are His judg-
ments,  The seventh angel sounds, ™ the little stone cut out of the mountam
without hands " smites the Image on its feet. Ity fall is great. The stone
grows ; its weight and motjon grinds rhe fragments into dust, and the wind
carries it away. No wonder there are ~greal voices then in the heaven”
(Israelitish) ; they exclaim, * The kingdom of the workd is become the kingdom
of our Lord, and of His Christ, and he shall reign for ever und ever.”

R.H. Forp.
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This
usual.
ome for & summer holiday, which, we
are thankiul to suy, hus pot been without
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benchit to health. An occasional hour
was spent in Iulitorial work, but the
need for rest and outdoor exercise ren-
dered it advisable to keep this within
moderate limits.

At the end of July, Dr. Herzl, accom.
ponied by the Chuirman of the Jewish
Uolonial Trust, arrived in Constanti-
nople, in response to a  telegraphic
invitation from the Sultan. The visit
aceupied ten duys, during which  Dr.
Herzl had interviews with the Grand
Vizier and other officiul representatives
of the Sultan.  Sceveral statements were
prepared, setting forth the conditions
un which the Zionists desired o Jewish
Nettlement  in DPalestine. These pro-
posals were submitted to the Sultan,
and elicited w reply stating the con-
cessions which His Majesty was prepared
to make. These voncessions were not
veemed sufficient to meet the aims of the
Zimist  movement. Cunsequently, no
definite results were arrived at.  Never-
theless, Dr. Herzl s hopetul that the
Turkish Government will bafore long
perceive the alvantuges of a Jewish
Settlement such as is desired. He was
the guest, during his stay, of the Sultan,
who sent 8 message to Dr. Herzl before
he left, assuring him of His Muajesty’s
decp sympathy with the Jewish people.

Events such as this are what may be
expected in the circumstanees, Similar
delsys occurred in vonnection with the
restoration under Fzra and Nehemiah.
The concessions which the Sultan is not
prepared to grant spontuncously may
vet come through necessity. The whole
situstion is both interesting and hopeful.

Editorial Flvleaf.

There appears in the Septeniber num-
bor of Pearson’s Magazine, published in
London, an article depluring the fact
that the Holy Land, where Christ was
born amd where he lived and died, should
be under the control of a barbarous
nution.  The failure of the Crusades and,
other attempts to obtain possession is
uttributed to their departure from the
principles of Christianity. Thesuggestion
is therefore made that a new crusade be
inungurated tor the purchuse of the Land
by the contributions of Christian people,
und a republic established under the
guarantee of the European powers. The
writer is cvidently densely ignorant of
the purpose of God and of the Divine
declurntion  that the **land shall not
be sokl.”  The project, however, if enter-
tained, may have astimulating ‘effect on
Zionism, by inducing wealthy Jews to
renler financial assistance to the scheme
ol Dr. Herz) and his coaljutors,

We have received a copy of a pumphlet
entitled, A Defence of the Buffale
Statement of Fuith concerning Buaptism
and Responsibility,” in which the same
erroneous teaching is set forth on Con-
demnation in Adam and Justification in
Christ ay that to which we have called
attention in the * Canadian Declaration.™
This Defence is largely occupicd with
quotations from the writings o Dr,
Thomas and Bro. Ruberts, some of which
support certain items in the ™ Buftale
Statement.”  Unfortunately, the late
Bro. Roberts wrote things which favour
both sides of the contention—a fact
which shows that he was not clear in
his own mind, amli thut he wrote under
the intluence of the moment. Dr.
Thomas was much clearer, though he
did nut curry the principles he enun-
ciated to their logical conclusion. When,
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for instance, he says thut v believer at
beptism * passes from under the sen-
tence of dewth . . and comes under
the sentence of life” (“ Elpis Israel,”
pp. 283-4); and that, through Christ,
* the writing of death sgainst the saints
has been blotted out * (“ Kureka,” vol. 1,
p- 303), he is making statements which
require the resurrection of believers by
virtue of their baptism into Christ, and
a8 & consequence exclude the resurrec-
tion of others ; but he did not carry his
statements to this conclusion.

There is far too much space occupied
in the Buffalo pamphlet with quotations
from human writings. It would have
been much more profitable if greater
attention haxd been given to Scriptural
testimony. To deal with it at any
length would require mwore space than
we have at command, and it woukl
involve a repetition of much that has
already appeared in print, especially in
the Chrigadelphian Advocate and other
United States productions.

We have also reccived s pamphlet
signed * Allen D. Strickler,” ot Buffalo,
entitled, “ The One Great Offering of
Christ for Sin,” in which some extra-
ordinary statements are made, that
cannot be harmonised with each other
or with the Scriptures. We have not
space or time to deal with them in thiy
number. We may, however, give some
attention to them in our next.

The following paragraph is from a
letter in the Christadelphian Advocate
for June (p. 180), signed ~ E. H. Chart,
Toronto * :—

* Brother Sulley, in his ‘ Temple Plan,’
says .— There are two classes of sins
from which the human fumily needs
deliverance—those to which men are
related by racial descent and individual
trespasses ; in bc;)t.ixm there is 8 recogni-
tion of the first.” We have in our pos-
session a letter from Brother Sulley, in
which he says if he were writing that
part of the {ook over again, he woull

write it differently. Let us ask—Who
has changed ?”

The interest arising from this extract
is not a purely personal matter. Bro.
Sulley would not have written the state-
ment about there being a recognition of
rucial, as well us individual, sin at bap-
tism, unless this truth had been taught
and believed nt the time he wrote his
book on the Temple. That he would,
if writing it again, express himself
differently, is an acknowledgment that
he does not now believe what he then
wrote ; and s the inevitable outcome of
the position he has taken up the last few
vears, Of course, Bro. Sulley has a
periect right to change his belief on this
puint, but it i3 obviously unfair for
those with whom he is in co-operation
to say that we and others who still
believe the baptismal truth stated in
hiy Temple book, have, on this point,
introduced a new doctrine.

Last April we hwl u letter irom Bro.
N. J. Prigg, of Jersey, containing the
iollowing remarks :—

= Thinking of mlitary matters, is it
not almost time the brethren made
known to the British Government the
attitude we hold in relation to military
service, and obtained the same considera-
tion as Quakers. In Jemsey compulsory
niilitary service exists, and is being more
actively enforved of late. Every native
and Knglish resident is lable. If he
volunteers, he serves tive years; if not,
and he is required, he is compelled to
serve ten years ; anl, after serving, both
volunteer and pressed-man are drafted
inby o reserve forvee. The only way of
exemption for a healthy man is proof
that he is a member of the Quaker
community. None of the brethren in
Jersey or Guernsey bear arms, but you
calt quite see that some day they may
be sent to prison for refusing to serve.
T think that during a ‘time of peace,
we should usc our efforts to get the same
freedom as has been accorded to
Quukers.”

The June Christadelphian contains a
letter from Bro. T. W. Gamble, of
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Leicester, calling attention to the pre-
sent position of army reform, sl the
probability of its lealing to compulsory
service. He therefore suggests that
the time is opportune for united action
to approach the authorities with a view
to cxewption for the brethren. The
Kiitor accordingly invites suggestions,
and offers to o anything which,may, be
deemed necessary in furtherance of the
above proposal, adding that he will be
glul of the co-operation of the estranged
brethren,

We quite agree with Bro. Prigg and
Bro. Gumble thut events are ripening
for some kind of cumpulsory military
service in Grest Britwin, and that the
present is an opportune time for taking
activa to ohtain exemsption.  The more
comprehensive  the effort, the wmore
suecessful it 15 likely to be 3 and, there-
fore, we will readily co-operate with
any movemient on the part of the Kditor
of the Christadelphian, and those with

whom he is associated. We shall be

glaid to bear from our readers in Britain

<ither individually or ecclesially on the
whole subject.

The Diary ot Bro. Sulley’s tour, given
in the June number ot the Christadet-
phean (p. 273), contains the fullowing
animadversions :—

*1 was rather sorry to see a reprint
of some of the l\ymns from the hymn-
hook, without music, in use at Sydney—
first, because such w  publication is
caleulated to foster the over-weening
Jesire to vonciliate the prejudives of

attenders at the lectures by inviting
them to sing, a thing which ought not
to be done; and, secondly, because
of those excellent reasons against a
hymn-book without tunes mentioned
by Bro. Roberts (p. 172, Christudel phian,
May, 1896V

“ For similar reasons it seems obhjee-
tionable to print on slips ‘the hymns
which will be sung at Mr. Sulley's lec-

tures,” as sometimes was the case in
several places, As the lectures were
upon  the Temple, and  the Secand

Appearing of Christ, it seers like ofer-
ing incense upon the altar from the
unwashed Gentiles of the ovuter court.
If such wish to praise God, let them do
it in their own way ; but for the truth’s
sake let us not mix things that ditfer.
To do s0 is equal with, if not worse than,
being yoked with the unbeliever in other
vonnections,  Such  improper  proceeds
ings canuot be u matter ot inditerence
t the Father, who has uppointed the
unly way in which men may aceeptably
approach Him. To help to blind the
eyes of our neighbours and friends to
their true position out ‘of a mistaken
symputhy for their feelings is really
unkind, and incurs grave responsibility
upon those who s0 act.”

With these remarks we quite agree.
We should have been ghud, lowever,
it the writer of the Diary had proveeded

turther by condemning the use of
hymns at mectings specially designed
for the proclanation of the truth.

Between bymms prioted on slips, and
hymn books lent to strangers—whether
by individuals or cceclesius—there is no
Jditference. The only safe plan is to
omit singing at such mectings, Tt is a
torm of worship in which Gentiles * afar ”
from God can take no part.

B[ienation and 3Justification.

The Chrisadelphiun for August (p.
377) econtains what is denominated
“A CANADIAN DECLARATION,
consisting of a description of doetrines
wejected and endorsed.  The following
are two of what are described as * Un-
scriptural Doctrines Current” :—

“3rd. That, federally, we are all under
Adam’s xin, and are bapticed to remore
the condemnation that came therehy—
that is, Adum's sin placed the whole
rave in a state of alienation, and bapdism
remavea this inherited alienation.

*4th. That the justification of be.
tievers is effected by the imputation of
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Christ's righteous actions to them when | alienation another Adum and * another

they are baptisel.”

“We believe that the doctrines out-
lined above are directly opposed to the
teaching of Gud's Word, nnd also at
variance with the most clementary con-
ceptions of justice.”

The first remark suggested by the
above 13, that its insertion in the Christa-
delphian is u practical endorsement by
that maguzine of the contention that
there is no such thing as inherited
alienation on account of Adam’s sin,
and that the righteousness of Christ is
not imputed to believers when buptised
into His Nume. I, notwithstamling
the many utterances to the same effect
by the late Editor, und alse the present
one, there are any who have been in
doubt as tu what is the pusition of the
Christadelphian on these fundamental
points, they should need nu further
evidence lu convinee them that two vital
truths are repudiuted Dby the lurgest
section of the Christudelphians,  Faithfal
brethren, rooted and grounded in the
Word of God, shuull huve no hesitation
us to their attitude towurds such a
repudiation.

It is » Divine axiom that all sin alie-
nates from Gol; it alicnation be not
inherited, there can be no such thing as
inhented sinein-the-fesh. 1n that case,
the theory which attributes sin-in-the-
flesh t0 those only who commit sin
must be true; and on this busis Jesus
Christ {who committed no sin) could
have had no sin-nuture to put away by
4 sacrifivial death. Thus the denial of
inherited alienation logicully leads to
the vonclusion that Christ did not need
# gacrifice for Hunselt ; that His death
was solely for others, and therefore sub-
stitutionary and unjust. It is obvious
that an unjust death cunnot provide
a justification for believers ; und without
8 justification fromm inlerited sin, as
well us atonement for personul trans
gressions, there cun be no salvation for
anyone,

Thus by the simple deninl of inherited

Jesus” ure taught, neither of which
furms part of “the foundation of the

Prophets sml Apustles.” .
We cannot but deplore such a fur-
reaching  and  widespread  declension,

but, at the same time, fidelity to Christ
dovs not permit us W0 countenunce in the
leust anything in the form of. com-
promise.  If there be any who can see
this Julse dovtrine and are still in usso-
clation therewith, we would, with alk
the parnestness we can eommand,
exhort them to coe out, und be separate
from such u trutlenullifying belief, that
they be not nceounted partakers thereof.

Another Divine axiom is, that blood-
shedding, or u ceremony related thereto,
is not required unless there be sin in
some form.  On this principle, what is
to be sail of the Mosnic enactment
which required every male to be cr-
cumeised, and every mother, within a
specitied time after vach hirth, to shed
bluod for her own cleansing ¢ If there
were  nothing  which  the  Seriptures
denominute sin, in the new-born babe,
the above ceremonies would be meaning-
less. To these requirements Jesus and
His Mother were no exceptions. The
Mosaie law, throughout its fifteen hun-
dred yeurs’ duration, testifies to the
existence of inherited sin, and conse
quent inherited alienation.” It further
testifies to the Divine provision for a
provisional, und wlso 4 permanent,
Justitication from this form of sin. The
priests coull not enter upon their
duties until their bodies had been washed
with wuter, und covered with special
clothing, symbolising righteousness ; in
adiition to the offering of sacrifices.
And even the inunimate materials of
which the Tubernacle wus made, could
not be used for Divine worship until
suntice had been offercd for their
© reconcilintion ” or “ atonement " (Exod.
xxix. 36 ; Lev, xvi. 16-20).

In baptisn we have the counterpart
of this priestly consceration—buried with
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Christ unswering to the animal sacrifice ;
immersion in water to the bodies being
washed nt the. laver; and putting on
Christ, t the clothing with pricstly
garments. 1f any of the Mosaic priests
had neglocted one item of their pre-
seribed eceremeniu), it is certuin thut
they would huve been disqualified from
the performunce of the Tabernacle
duties. What ix the obvious parallel 7
That unyone who denies un cssentinl
feature of baptism into Christ is unfit
tor the veremony, und if already in the
Name of salvation, such a denial amounts
to selling purt of his birthright.

Having imitated ksau in this matter,
the subscribers to the " Canadian De-
claration ® pruceed to set forth what
they believe the Scriptures to  teach.
Amung the items is the following :—

“6th. That God justifies believers of
the Gospel in the remission of their
pust sins when they ' put on’ the name
of Christ in baptism; and thut their
blood relutionship to Adum  remains
unchanged until the clhange to incor-
ruptibility on the part of the aceepted
at the return of Christ ; but that their
intellectunl and moral alienation from
(fud is removed, through His kindness
and forbearunce, when they believe und
obey the truth; but tha!, notwith-
standing the removal of this intellectunl
und morul alienation, the ‘law of sin
and death’ is still operative in their
members, and that the freedom from
this law is not present but prospective,
and to be attained in the day of the
* manifestation of the sons of God,' on
the part of those who ~walk after the
Spirit. "

The above purngrapl tells us < lhat,
although repudinting inherited alicna-
tion, the subscribers believe in another
kind of alienution. This is detined ax
“ intellectual ond moral.® The appurent
mesning of this is that men are not
alienated from God until they commit
some intellectusl or moral act offensive
to Him. This suggests severul ques-
tions :—At what period of man’s life
does “intellectual and moral alienation ©
usually begin v Js it necessury for him

to know thut he is doing some thing
obnoxious to God for his wctivn to pro-
duce alienation? Or, does he become
slienuted by acting wecording to  his
evil disposition without knowing that
he iy doing wrong ¢ If this be answered
in the affirmative, we wre compelled to
usk how uctions, which the man’s moral
nuture does not wnlerstand, can con-
stitute “ mwral alienation”* "And, fur-
thermore, if the man is alienated for duinyg
things which he hus not the remotest
ided ure wrong, what ditlerence, in
principle, s there between  alienation
for this kind of conduct, and abienation
for the conduct of his first parents ¥
It, on the other Land, it be contended
that there cannot be ™ morul aliena-
tion ” until a4 man does what he knows
to be contrary to God’s will, the ques-
tion necessarily arises as to what is the
position of those who never heur of
the Bible—of which there are millions—
or who have no means of knowing
anything  which  Gol  has  forbidden.
Do they die, as they are stated to have
been born, in an unalienated condi-
tion ?

These  questions  cleurly  show  that
the theory which repudiates inherited
ulicnativn, und wdmits only  “intellec-
tual and moral alienagion” instead ol
simplifying  matters, introduces con-
fusion—apart from the more important
fact that it is a denial of un elementary
truth running through the Scriptures.

The statement that “ the law of sin and
dentl is still operative in the members " of
Christ’s brethren exhibits a misconcep-
tion of the Spirit’s teaching. When Paul
suys “the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus hath made me free from
the law of sin and death” he is not
deseribing a future, but a pust, event. To
deny this is, 1n effect, to say that Christ’s
brethren have not been made = heirs of
eternal life,” that their budies ure uot now
“holy " (1 Cor. ili. 17; vi. 19, that their
names have not been = written in the book
of life,” and that = life " and = death ™ are
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not now as much theirs asis Christ (1 Cor.
iii. 21-23). Thewe sre present truths
which can only be discerned by the
spiritual mind. True, they have u pros-
pective bearing ; for if those wha have
been made free “ from the law of sin and
death ™ shoukl becomie " prisoners” in
“the pit wherein is no water,” Lhey are
certain to be brought out “ by the blowd
of Christ’s Covenant * (Zech. ix. 11), and
if they have continued faithiul until that
time they will be “clothed with their
house from heaven,” und thereby be
smpowered 1o sing, “ (O Death, where is
thy sting? O Grave, where i3 thy
victory 7™ This is the physical aspect
of freedom from “the law of sin and
death ”; but if they hud never been
“mude™ or constituted free in a legnl
sense they would have hul no chance of
attaining to the future physical freedom.

It is very lamentable to find any pro-
fessing to be in the Name of the * Prince,
or Author of Life,” denying that their
usgociation with Him has mude them
“free from the law of sin and death.”
1t is equivalent to suying that He hus not
* purchased ® them from that law through
“his own blood "(Acts xx. 28), and to that

extent conatitutes o denial of * the Lord
that bought them.”

And what is the cause of this repudia-
tion of a present privilede 7 The desire to
refute the contention that He who is
* the Resurrection and the Life * wiil only
raise to His julgment-seat those who
huve “fallen asleep in Christ.” The
attenipt is & failure, because it involves
the rejection, or the perversion, of incon-
trovertible truths respecting the relation-
ship of the human race to = the law of sin
amd Jeath,” and the _relutionship of
Chrisg’s brethren to “the law of the
Spirit of life.” The supporters of this
effort fail to see that in extending
resurrection by Christ to those out of His
Name, they are forging un argument for
the = Larger Hope ™ theory that Life or
lmmortality is ulso availuble £ir some out
of Christ. The underlying principlo is
the wame in buth cases—union with
Christ for Resurrection, and Fidelity to
Him for the Life. The Apostles, when
preaching Salvation through the Name
ot Christ Jesus, preached ulso ~ resurrec-
tion from the dead through Jesus * (Acts
iv. 2, 12))

Enitor.

Spiritual Workmansbip.

A Parer Rean ar & Weex-NionT BisLE (CLass.
{PusLisnED BY REQUEST.)

The first qualification for efficient
Bpiritual workmanship is to be a spiritual
man—or woman, He, or she, must first
be spiritual in a constitutional sense—
that is, be in the spirit, or in other words,
be in the Name of the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. This qualification pertains
to all who enter recencilistion with Godl,
and to none others. A mun may be
versed in al} the lore of ancient and
modern thealogy, and he may have
studied and written about the Bible all
his life, and yet, if he hus not become n

babe in Christ, he cannot muake use of
" the things of the Spirit” (1 Cor. ii. 14)
in a thoroughly workmanlike manner.
He muy arrive at right conclusions on
some things, but, without * the key of
(spiritual) knowledge * (Luke xi. 52), he
is certain to go astray on many others.
The next qualification is to be of that
class whom Puul describes as “ spiritual ?
in contrust to those whom he says are
* yet carnal ® (1 Cor.iii. 1, 3). To become
spiritual in character, as well as in con-
atitution, it is necessary to have a love for
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divine things. A spiritual character can-
not be developed ull at once. 1t is attained
hy degrees ; and however advanced any-
one may be in this direction, there is

always room for grawth ; perfection hos

never been uchieved by anyone but “ the
man Christ Jesus.”

Where there is & love for “ the things of
the Spirit,” the mind will necessarily
vxercise itsell, in some way, in thinking,
speaking, or writing about those
~things." The daily reading of the words
of the Spirit provides an excellent basin
tor exercising the mind in either ur ull of
these directions.  Butit is not nevessary,
neither is it wdvisuble, to confine such
mental exercise to this methul.
practice of the Jews—referred to by
Christ in John v. 38, Rev. Vers.—to
“search the Seriptures,” is one which
should be followed by every conatituent
of " the Israel of God ™ (Gal, vi. 18). “ 1t

= receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God : for they are foolishness unto Him :
neither can be know them, because they
ure spiritually discerned ” (1 Cor. ii. 14).
For this reason the muany mighty intel-
lects, devout theologians, and men of
superlutive scholarship, who have held
prominent positions in the religious dark-
ness of Christendom, have falled in their
ctforts to expouml *the things of the
Spirit of Gol,”  Not having the key of
spirituul knowledye. they were unable to
unlock its treasury.

Bubes in Christ are not in thisdeplor

able condition.  They have thelkey, but

! ita practical benetit depemls upon their

The .

I3 the glory of God to conceal a thing ; ,

but the honour of kings is to search out a
matter ” (Prov. xxv. 2).
dom has been so concenled that only the
spiritual man or woman can discover it-
Henee the sons of God are exhurted to
“seurch for her as for hid tressures™
(Prov. il. 4). The Apostle Paul, in
declaring thut he spoke * not in the words
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which
the Holy Spirit teacheth,” alds an ex-
plunatory remark—" comparing spiritual

Spiritual wig- ~

things with spiritual” (1 Cor. ii. 13)— :

which aptly describes the many com.
parisons so often drawn in the Apostolie
cpistles between things recorded in the
Old Testument and some of the features
pertuining to Christ and his brethren.
It cannot be supposed that all such
compurisons have been exhausted by the
inspired pens of the Apostles. Those
which they have given may rather be
taken as illustrations of the innumerable

parsllels to be found in that rich store- |
1

house of spiritual things by the com-
mendably inquisitive who will seareh for
them as for gold.

“ The natursl man,” says the Apostle,

" facts will naturally turn to the historical :

uging it. In this, us in patural things,
facility grows with practice, whether
such use be for iwlividual protit, or tor
the benefit of others. First etforts may
be deseribed as comparatively juvenile ;
simple, or eusy, subjects were selected ;
but, after n while, as the mind enlarged
and knowledge of the Bible increased,
more wlvaneed matters were attempted—
with the result that tasks which once
appeared formidable are now undertaken
with a light heart,

Perhaps one of the most dithicult things
fur a beginner is the selection of a subject.
On this point much depends upon mental
bias and experience. Une who revels in
whereas another who feels more at home
in the study of principles will prefer
doctrines ; while a third, who tukes
interest in character, will turn his atten-
tion to the biographical portions.

1t the subject selected be historical, the
first step is obviously to read that portion
of the Bible which deals with it, noting,
at the same time, on u shect of paper, the
material incidents, together with any
puints requiring investigation. On some
historical matters tuller information can
be obtained from human records—such,
for 1nstunce, those relating to Kgypt,
Babylon, Persia, Greece, aid Rome. When
this is the vase, a judivious use may with
advantage be mude of such material. But

|
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in regard to sume m.her items of Bible

history no information s obtainable !

from any qutside source. In these cuses
the task is simplified ;
dealt witlr may be relied upon as authen-
tic—assuming, of course,*that they arc
not included in uny portion whieh_hus
Jbeon, for good ressons, wljulged an
interpolation.

After sh putline has been put together .

of any historical évept, it is well to show
its connection with other events—before
and u(wr—nm.l to examine, if possible, its
bearing on the purpose of. God. A con-
sideration’ of thesé features will help to
oxplain why it hes been xewrdctl by an
inspired penma, und so direct the mind
from its human.to jts Divine uspect.

Bible history trom the time of Abraham
onwards is divided into twe parts i—(1)
That relating to God’s chiosen rave ; and
{2) That which pertains to the Gentile

nations. -Among the lutter may be
mentioned the

Amorites Hittites
Ammonites Ishmuelites
Amalekites Kenites
Assyris Midianites
Babylon Moabites
Cunaunites Philistines
Edomites Sidonians
Egypt Tyrians
Hivitey Samarituny

All these nations were connected in
some way or other with the nation of
Israel, and it is useful to be acquainted
with the leading fucts pertaining to that
relationship.

It is also of udvantage to be familiar

every incident |

|
|
i
I
i
i
1
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Then there are the ovents which cluster
round notable cities like Jerusalem, Nine-
veh, Dumuscus and Tyre; such well-
known rivers as the Jordwn, the Nile and
the Euphrates : likewise conspivuous
mountains, us Lebanon, Carmel, Moriah,
and Sinai; snd the fumiliar troects of
water culled the Sewof Galilee, t.he Dead

*Sea, and the Mediterranean.

Biography is to wmuny people more
attractive than histdey ; and it may
salely be said that there are no bipgraphies
vqual to those recorded in the Bible. Their
chief chuaracteristic is that they reveab
sufficient t show what manner of men
theys were in relation to the purposes of
God—whether their actions were in har-
mony with, or opposed to, those purposes.

Ax exumples, look at. Moses und
Pharuoh, After the record of the mar-

¢ vellous preservation of the infant son of
: Amram and Jochebed we read nothing
© more of him until he appears in manhood
' as the*protector of un oppressed Israclite,

und then Jie is hidden for forty years untid
sutnmoned ut the burning bush to under-
tuke » stupendous task on behalf of his
downtrudden brethren. from which time
he is enguged until death in enrrying out
this Divine mission—the facts of which
are rworded in the fullest pousible

i Imanner.

I

with the course tuken by eawch of the |
Twelve Tribes uf {sruel from the time that

they left Kgypt—noting their characteris.
tics a8 foretold by Jacob in the 4uth
chapter of Genesis.

Other sections of the Jews, such as the
Rechabites, the Nazarites, the Pharisecs,
and the Sadducees, may likewise be the
subject of investigation, with » view to
familiarising the mind with their origin
and characteristics.

iowolen

And what about Pharsoh ¥ We know
nothing of him until, as the occupant of
Egypt's throne, be oppresses Israel, and
then repeatedly refuses their releasc. But
during this periodd his conduct in relation
to God’s chosen people is amply por-
trayed.

These fucts suggest that in studying,
speaking, or writing about men and
introduced into the Bible, we

i should deal chietly with their attitude
Ctowands God and His plans. Actions

deserving of commendation should be
placed side by side with those meriting
censure ; for, unlike humun biographies
there is no glossing over unpleasant inci-
dents ; right and wrong conduct are
narrated with equal faithfulness by the
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'nspired penman. The advantuge of
<omprehensive records such as these is,
that valuable lessons and impressive
warnings may be drawn from the rich
storehouse of Bible biography.

Of the many names included therein,
it is but necessary to mention a few lead-
ing ones i—

Nuoah Pavid

Abraham Solomon

Isaac Kings of. Israel
Jucob Kings of Judah
ot Isuiah

Joseph Jeremiah
Joshua JKuekiel

Gideon Daniel

Samson Jonah

Ruth Nebuchadnezzir
Namuel Yaru

Hannoh Nehemiah

Ek Paul and the
Saul other Spostles

Each of these may be made the theme
for a useful and interesting spoken or
written address.  Books, it s taue, have
been writlen on them, and also own the
historical events to which attention has
already been drawn.  But for profitable
workmanship in spiritual things these
should be ignored, or, it used at all, they
should be consulted ufter the tacts have
been extracted direct from the Bible, and
then, only to throw light on those tacts.
Independent  investigation  shoulld  Le
carried to » certain point belore recourse
is bad to the many so-culled * Helps ” and
“ Handbooks " to Bible knowledge, which,
apart from the facts they record, arc apt
to be tainted with human ideas at van-
ance with Bible truths amul principles.

Moreover, to extract trom the Bible the
muin points of any subject 1s & more bene-
ficial exercise to the mind than o make
use of the compilutions of others. Thus,
a man who has a garden, however small,
which he personally coltivates, tfinds
much more interest and pleasure in what
it praduces than he does in the products
of the most skiltul horticulture in a pri.
vate or public park. The same is true in

mental work. That which we dig from
the Divine Word impresses the mind
more deeply, snd therefore is ok more per-
manent profit than that which we mercly
hear, or read, from another.

One exception must be made to thess
remyrks ubout the non-use of compila-
tions relating to the Bible ; and that is, a
concordance. A more eflective Lelp tor
collecting varigus pussiges on any sub-
Jeet, it would be difficult to devise. Every
brother should have » copy to consult as
oceasion -requires. A word or a phrase
often ‘elings to the memory, while the
name of the book,” or the numbers ol
chapter and verse, are quite forgotten ;
but by referring to & concordanee it is at
onte found. On the other hang, a glance
at e dist of pussages vontaining a certain
word will often bring to the mind an
expression —suitable to the subject in
hand —which had,” for the time being,
wscaped the memory.

Passing tosubjeets of adoctrinalor moral
vharacter—tor the purpose ol exposition
or exhortation—there is a wide range tor
choice : and it may safely be said that no
twou brethren will deal with any one of
them inexactly the saume way.,  The tuet,
therctore, that other brethren  have
treated of a certain subject should be no
olstacle to its selection by any uther
brother, it he teels inclined to write or
speak upon it. There is an advantage in
hearing the same subjeet presented by
ditterent minds ; for one or more points
wre most likely to be introduced by cach,
which were not named by the others.
The tollowing is n list which might be
vonsiderably extended :—

Adoption Perseverance
Attiction Prayer
Atoncnment Pride

Baptism Prophevies tul-
{untentment tilled
Compission Redemption
Covetousness Reeonciliation
Diligence Keproot
Fatthtulness Nahhath
Forgiveness R Seli<denial
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Godly fear Sanctification
Goodness of God  Sin
Holiness Slander
Humility Spiritual life
Master and Ser-  Spiritual death
vants Spiritual blind-
Miracles ness
Mercy Thanksgiving
Murmuring Temptution
Purables Wisdom
Patience Zeal

These and similur subjects should, us far
a8 possible, be treated in n practical way,
and they may be made more interesting
by the introduction of personal illustra-
tions, both for and against the principle,
or truth, under considerution.

The Bible is uniyue in many of its fea-
turcs, and one of these is in respect to the
numerous types—animate aml inanimate
—with which it illustrates persons and
truths.  They constitute u rich teld for
meditation and investigation, which, to
adopt a phrase based upon one of the
types, may be described as cud-chewing.
The meaning of a tyvpe is not on the sur-
face ; some umount of Biblical rescarch
and thought are necdiul to pereeive its
right upplication.  But the result is well
worth the etfort ; for, when once a type
is clearly understood, the subject to which
it relates is more firmly grasped.

The Epistie to the Hebrews is the best
introduction to the types. An under
standing of those therein explained will
provide the key to a solution ol others.
And even those mentionci by the inspired
writer of that epistle are capable of Further
eluborution. It is well, therefore, in the
first instance, 0 expond sume of these ;
for, in treating of types explained by the
Spirit, we hiave u sale starting point, and
are not so liable to go astray. As we
become familiar with these we cun go
further afield—to thy benefit of sselves
and our heuarers.

There are also usctul lessuns to be
learned from some of the Okl Testament
men of God who were typical of persons
and events subsequently introduced.

The following is a selection from the
types which may be profitably ex-
pounded :—

Anointing oil Gold, silver and

Altar of Incense bruss
Altar of Saerifice  Horns
Broustplute Lamps
Burnt-offerings Leprosy
Cenners Laver

Cherubim Manns

Cities of Refuge Mercy Scat

1¥

Free Will Offer-
ings

Feusts of the Jews

First Fruits

Sin Offering
Shewbread
Trespasg-oficring
Priests

High Priests

In expounding a chapter it is a good
plan to write vut each verse on a separate
slipof paper. ‘Then put down under each
verse the items of which it cunsists, noting
uny difficulties which need solving. After
that it will be fuund useful to examine all
the passages mentioned in the maurgin of
a reference Bible, writing down under
the verse to which they relute, those which
are Jdeemed suitable. After that, other
passages may be sought for, by the aid of
the memory, or uf a voncordance. At the
conclusion of this process the mind will
have hefare it the material out of which
tu weilve a written or spoken exposition.
11 spuken, u cundensation into brief notes
which the eye can easily follow will be
advisable.  Notice should, of course, be
taken of the relationship between each
verse and those which precede or follow
it ; jor, much often hangs on this, and
through its neglect many passages of
Scripture ure misinterpretesl.

It is sometimes an advantuge to Jdeal
with a whole book, or part of u buok—in’
vutline, of course.  This will necessitute o
perusil of that portion enumerating,
while so doing, on » sheet of paper, the
various subjects introduced. When thix
has been done, the vircumstances under
which that portion of the Inspired Word
was written, shoull be examined, because
light is sometimes therchy thrown vn the
subjects treated. 1f the subject-matter
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bo argumentative, an attempt should be
made to extract the thread of the argu-
ment, and also to show the relationship
between the reasoning of one part with
another. This, of course, will be much
helped by an examination, on previous
oeeusions, of the sovernl chapters in
detail.

A brother who attempts any of the
foregoing tusks should not be discouraged
if unable to reach Lis own iileal by o fimst
effort. No spesker, or writer, was
proficient when he first began, Fven
those whe are naturally gifted in this
direction require their gifts to be cultr-
vated.  But, whatever the degree of
ubility, it cun be improved ; the poor can
be made goud, and the goud cun be made
better. Industry and perseverance are
two nuin factors which lead to success.
The desired improvement depends upon
the brother Jamselt 3 no one celse can

aceomplizh it for him ; the way to develop
wny mental faculty by proxy hus not yet
been discovered.

“ By reason of use,” says the Apostle,
the senses are able “ to discern both guod
and evil 7 {Heb. v. 14). A successtul pro-
butien depencds upon this power ol discern-
ment ; for, by its use, pitfalls may be
avoided and the knowledge which under-
lies it will at the parting of the ways,
show which s the path to take—the right
hand or the left.  Self-laterest in our own
spiritual welfure shoukl be suthciently
strong fo lead us to store our minds with
the facts and principles necessary to keep
us from going astray ; and interest in the
wellure of our brethren should stimulate
us to use our tongue, or our pen, in con-
veying to them the result of our effurts to
become effivient worknwen in spiritual
things.

J. J. ANDpREW,

Luke . 3.

We have been tavoured by Bro. Jo
Hemingray with the extract from the
New Biblical €uide, referred o in our
last number (p. 32), and as it presents
the  argument  somewhat  tully,
readers will, we think, be interested in

our

its perusal :—

Luke I 1-4.—Here, we are told, we
meet a distinet repudiation ol our views
of the Seripture, Luke s
not conscions, it s said, of any heavenly
infuence. He has special nformation
resarding our s
many  others jut
down what they know, he follows ther

origin ol

Lord’s work ; amd,

have ventured  to
example, and produces his account ot
“what Jesus began to do and to teach,”
But, if Luke really (dnd say this, it 13 not
our theory of inspivation only  that
would be blown to the winids @ the testi-
mony of the Seriptures itsell would be
flatly contradicted. In 2 Peter 1. 21

we read s " Prophecy cume not at any
time by the will of mun ; but holy men
of God spuke as they were taveed (or,
borne aluny) by the Huoly Ghost.” I
Luke his  Gospel  because e
resobved to compile a Gospel, then that
work came = by the will of man,” and not
bevause he was borne along by the
Holy Ghost to the doing of it, and
throughout the Juing of it.

But here aguin the strength of uue-
belief is utter weukness,  Have
who thus quote Luke, read, pondered,
utelerstood dm Y ot os Jook at
words  again the
reasler mark the gecount given in verse
2 oob the work done by those who had
preceded * He that
wrate Teven as they dehvered

wroke

thime

nnid

hie and sce. Does

hisn ey they

them
unte use who from the begimning were
eve watbessesatt b nnbisters of the Word®
In other wonds, their

wevellts werg
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composed with absolute correctness.
They were in strict accord with the oral
teaching of the Apostles, who, Luke
reminds us, were not only actual wit-
nesses of the things they recounted, but
spoke a8 "ministers of the Word,” as
specially appointed aml endowed, that
is, as Divinely inspired, for imparting
this instruction. Mt is plain then that
these were eflorts by no means tw be
despised. 1 believe that that is a view
of the verse which has not struck all
who have yuoted it.

Let ua now see whether we have been
neglecting anything else.  What is this
that he says about himseli * 1" he
says, “ have had perfect understamling
of all things from the very first ™ {verse
3). Go buck now to verse 2, and note
once more what Dhe says about the
others. These wrote in accordance with
the ulterances of the Apovsiles. They,
with painstaking care, took Jdown, and
fixed upon the written page the Heeting
words which came from the lips of the

inspired teachers of the Church. That
i8 his deseription of them. What Jdoes
he now say (verse 3) of himselt ¥ It ig

that he does not requive to do this.
What an astounding antithests U What
an amazing claim for a man who does
not lean upun Divine inspirution t
Others require to hung upon the Apustles’
lips, but he has everything in himseli !
Notice, too, the absoluteness of the
-claim. He has “ ¢ perfect uniderstanding
of “all things!” There is nothing
unknown to hin, and there is nothing
the significance of which he has not jully
understood ! Was there ever another
unaided writer who introduced  his
work with such words as these ¥

The mystery finds an  immediste
solution when we give one littie word in
verse 3 the translation which it evi-
dently demands.. It is the worl anwthen,
rendered “ from the very first.” Anothen,
in one passage at leust (Acts xxvi. 3),
has the meaning here given W it. But
in the great majority of passages in

which it occurs, it has guite another
meaning, and one which suddenly
invests Luke’s statement with a start-
ling significance.  Another appears in
James i. 17 (* Every perfect gift is from
above "), in James ii. 15 (" This wisdom
descendeth not from above¥), amd in
i 17 (- The wisdom that is from above *).
In each of these cases it is quite impos-
siblo 1o rendor ancthen by ~irom the
very first.” It has, snd can only have,
the seose which ours trunslators have
given it—"from abuve” It oceurs als
in John ui. 31 (* He that cometh from
abuve "), in xix. 1 (* Thou couldest have
niy power at all against me except it

were given thee from above ™), and
elsewhere in the same sense, "f{rom
ll')l)\\'.‘l

Now, let anuthen have its usual sense
here, anmd Luke's statement becomes
clear, consistent, rational, and satis-
utory. He will then say that becsuse
he has had * perfect understanding of
all things Frium ABOYVE,™ he exercises the
gt committed to him in writing this
book, that Theophilus, and we also,
might knuw  the certuinty of those
things whercin we have been instructed.

A yuite onsatisfuctory reply has been
given to this by pointing to his use herc
of the verb wprabolouthedn, which prima-
rily means " to lesrn by following or
companying with” It js said that the
use of that wonl indicates a prolonged
emleavour tu trace out and umlerstand
the course of vur Lord’s history. But
the employment of this word js in
thorough accord with the sense here
claimed for  anothen. Just as  the
Twelve had companiadl with Jesus and
learned of Him, so Luke reccives what
he gives forth by clinging unto and
depending upon the Holy Spirit. And
hence these great wornds regarding his
“ perfect wnlerstanding * of “ all things,”
and “the ceusnty of those things®
which he imparts.  He is not glorifying
bimself - he is exalting his Teacher,
the Holy Spirit of God.—The New
Biblical (Guide, vol. 1, pp. 414-417.



Luke 1. 3. 69

We have also received an interesting
letter from Bro. J. M. Paul, of Waterloa,
Jowa, U.S.A, on the same subject.
He says that this word occurs at least
eleven times in the New Testament,
and the passage above referred to is the
only occasion in which it is trunslated
by “Irom the very first.” In Acts
xxvi. 5, it is remlerwl * from the begin-
ning.” i all the other ten cases it s
remlered “ from wbove.” For instunce,
in John iii. 3, * Except o mun be born
sguin,” the margin gives * from above”
instead of “again’® In verse 31 we
have “He that comecth from above.”
Similarly in John xix. 13,“ Thou couldest
lave no power at all against me except
it were given thee from above.”

Jumes uses the word three times.
In chap. i. 17 we read, “ Every good
and every perfect gift is from above.”
In chap. iii. 15 and 17 we have * This
wisdom descendeth not from above,” &ec. ;
* But the wisdom that is from above,”
&,

There is another use of the wond
arwBey which is worth noting. 1t
is rendered *top” in John xix, 23, in
reference to the seamless garment
which was “ woven froum the top thirough-
out whole ;* and in Matt, xxvii. 5], and
Mark xv. 38, the statement is made
that the “ Vail of the Temple was rent
in twain from above to below,” oras we
say, [rom top to bottom.

There are, in addition, one or two

other Greek words in wlich we
oceurs, and they are translated “ high”
(Phil. iii. 14); “ High calhng of God,”
~above”? {(John wviii. 23); 1 am from
above ” {sce also Acts 1. 19, Gal. iv. 26,
Col. jii. 1,2); “upper”™ (Mark xiv. 13,
Luke xxii, 12); “ Upper room ™ amd
* higher * (Luke xiv. 10); * Friend, go’
up higher.”

We can, therefore, conclude that in
Luke i. 3 we have clear evidence of the
Apostie’s Divine Inspiration to record
accurately thase things reported to him
by cyewitnesses, because be had a
perfect understanding in all these things
“from above.” Consequently, what he
wrote is true, and part of that * Impreg-
nable Rock ™ on which our Faith rests,

[Instend of Jealing with the evilence
given in the New Biblical Cuide, the
July number of the Fraternal Visitor
simply quotes from some fourteen trans-
lations of Luke i. 3, in which the words
“fist® or " beginning ” are used. This
uniformity of translators looks very
imposing, but it is no prool that the
words are nat capable of o yendering more
inaccordwith the facts of the ease. 1 rans.
lators have a habit of following each
other unless their attention is specially
drawn o an alternative meaning more
suitable to the passage. The facts pre-
sented above will enable our readers to
decide which rendering better fits the
vircumistances of the case.—Eprrox].
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An Hll«sJmportant Question.

What are you doing for Christ, brother 2
Whiat are you doing for Christ? ‘

Did you not vow tu serve Him—
To serve Him with all your might ?

Then, what are you doing to fulfil your vow,
Lre cometh the sleep of night ¢

What are you doing for Christ, brother ?
What are you doing for Christ !

Did He nob die to save you—
To save youfrom all your sin?

Then, what are yon doing to show love to Him,
And a crown of life to win?

What are you doing for Clirist, brother ?
What are you doing for Christ?

Did you not share in His death,
And rise to a Christdike lifel

Th -n, what are you doing to imitate Him
Who failed not in Godly strife ?

What are you doing for Christ, brother 7
What are you doing for Christ}

Will He not come to judge you—
To test your claim as His friend ?

Then, what are you domg to ensure His smile
And escape a bitter end ?

®ur Uetter Bor.

No ResunRRcTION OUT OF CHRIST.

We have received from a studious

brother the following extract from a

work by Robert Henry Charles, D.D.,
published many years ago, and entitled,
“ A Critical History of the Doctrine of a
Future Life ™ :— )

* The resurrection of man is connecterl
organically with that of Uhrist.  As Gad
has raised up Christ, 50 alw He will raise
us up (I, Cor vi. 14),, God  both riased

the Lord, and will raise us up through
His power (II. Cor. iv. 14). The
doetrine of man’s resurrection had been
denied by certain members of the Church
of Corinth, who dild not question the
resurrection of Christ. To these the
Apostie rejoined that both were indis-
solubly united, and stood or fell together.
The ground of man’s resurrection hope
was based on his living fellowship with
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Christ. * As in Adam all die, so also in
Christ shall all be made alive’ (xv. 22).
The relation munifestly in each case is
the same.  Now, as this relation cannot
be & natural and genenlogical ore, it
must of necessity be an ethical and
spiritual one. Furthermore, from the
position of the words ev Tw “Adapu
‘awobvyoxovow  the ‘in
Adam’ must be connected with ‘all.
Hence it is equivalent *ull who are in
Adam.’ Similarly, ‘all in Christ'—
s)l who are in Christ.' Thus the verse
menns :—* As all who are ethically, or
spiritually, in felowship with Adam die,
so all who are spiritunliy in h,llmnlnp
with Christ shall be made alive’ This
being  mamle nhvc—b\mg spiritually
quickened, involves the * being raised?
{Rom. viii. 2). There can be no resur-
rection but in Christ.”

We publish the above as testimony
from  an independent  witness—who
probably did not know the full meaning

TAVTES

of what he wrole—but who, at any rate,
wrute quite free from wny respunsibility
controversy.

Gov's CoMMAND T0 REPENT.

We have received in a letter the fol-
lowing literal translations by a brother
vonversant with the Fronch languaye, of
the much-discussed verse (Acts xvii. 30),
which is supposed to emboly responsi-
bility to Christ’s Judgment Seat through
hearing the Gospel :—

Arts xvir. 30.— Gud then, having
let pass these times of ignorance, an-
noungeth now to all men, in all y]aus,
that they may convert themselves.”™
From  Asterveld’s  French \"crsinn-*
literally  trnnslated—on & pur with
English Authorised Version.

= God then passing over the times of.
ignorance, orders now to all men, in
every place, that they may convert
themselves.”—From the Lausanne Ver-
siun—supposed 0 be a literal translation
trom the original Greek.

TWlithin the Doly Place.

HOVE (BRIGHTON).

We are “ pressing towards the mark for
the prize of our high calling of God in
Christ Jesus,” and, though we do not sec
much result of our lubours, we ure con-
tent to “ plant and water,” and leave the
increase with God.

Bro. Guest; of Camberwell, paid us a
visit on 20th July, and assisted us by
Jecturing in the evening ; we also had the
pleasure of the presence of Bro. and Sister
Addison, likewise of (" amberwell, at one
of our Werlnesday evening meetings.

On Satunlay, 21st July, we had our
annual outing, driving to Bramber,
where we enjoyed o very pleasant time in
each other’s compuany.

C. R. Mokvrey, Recording Iro.

JERSEY (CHANNEL ISLANDS).

Bro. Piuel, U.S.A, (carrving a note of
introduction from Bro. Thos. Williams,
of Chicago), who has been on a visit to
dersey, has met with us in fellowship, and
assistol us by lecturing. He also went
over to Guernsey, anid placed before some
of the Brethren and Nisters there (he
truth respecting the removal of inherited
condemnation i beptism, We  ure

plensed to suy that us a result the burrier
m the way of ftllowship hitherto existing
between us has now been removed, aml
we have since had the vleasure of the
presence in fellowship of Sister Baxter, of
Guernsey.
N. J. Prica, Recording Bro.
KENDAL

Bro. B. Lowe and Sisters Bagset and
Boak intimate that they are in weord
with the Seriptural principles wlvocated
by the Saveruary-Keepri and desive to
e considered in fellowship.

LONDON INORTH).
Baunssury HawL.

There are noallitions, uniortonately,
te report this quarter, but eur eforts to
enhighten those about us Lave been in no
way relaxed.  One result of our vpen-air
work on Sunday afternoons in Victoria
Purk hax been to cause three or four
interested  enguirers o attensl our

ny lectures o suother wos o discus-
st between our Bro, Overton anda Mr.
Mides, who writes bvmns and featlets for
the Kebyous Traet Soviety. This served
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to give some impetus to the effort, which
we hope will yet bear fruit to the glory of
our heavenly Futher.

On Saturday, 7th June, we hell our
annual outing, and spent a very pleasunt
afternoon at Kew Gurdens. Notwith-
standing the inclemency uf the weather,
over forty Brethren nnd Sisters sat down
to tea, ans! alterwanls. Juring a storm,
empluyed the time protitably i reading
from the Seriptures amd listening to shurt
addresses,

Jonx OWLER, Recording 3ro,

LONDON (SOUTH).
Svrkey Masosic Hanw,
Sundays, 11 aan. and 7 pan.

We still maintain a lightstand here, but
there iz much aputhy shown in rv".ur-l to
Divine Light, and vonsequently we luve
no additions to report. 3t would seem
strange were it pob jor Apustohe testi-
mony, that men alnunhl “love darkness
rather than Jight ® 5 but, so it is, and we
must see to it that our light shines so as
to be seen of them it they will.

Gru. A. Foore, Hecording Bro.

LIVERPOOL.

We are pleased tosay that we have been
encauraged by the wddiuion 1o our nun-
ber of Miss Klizaboth M. AL Dodd, whom
we luue mducted into the SFaving Nawe,
arter. We trust that she,
will run with wener |.Iu-
deth o Lile Eternal, amd
ultimately reveive the victor's erown.

We regret Lo bave W report that our
Brm. l\u.\l,m\n,nk; has lelt this canntry,
and iy now on his way to New Zealand,
We wish b » phusum, yovage, and
prnsltcnu in the new Lind,

- have been cheered by visits from

]lru Thornvloe, of l\ml.h.lmplun and
Hro. and Sister Howartl, of Preston,
Co AL Buwron, Neeording Bro.

NEW ROMNEY.

We are still continuing our work here
tor the Master, but suier o great deal
irom the fuctnations of a small place by
removals, both of brethren, and of those
of the ulien who have been frequent in
their attendance at ouwr lectures. We
trust, however, that the seed sown may
yet bring forth fruit, and be seen,although
ity be ulter many days.

We have been rejoiced by n visit from
Bro. anl Sister Nettlefold, of the Camber-
well Feclesia, who were with us on Sunday,
3rd August 3 ubso from Bro. and Sister
Arrow, of Barnsbury Hall, during the
same month,

W. WmiTeEneap,

NORTHAMPTON.
Lobce Roon.
Sundays, 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.n.

We continue our meetings for the
Breaking of Brem) und the proclumation
of the Truth. The attendance at our
levtures is not us good us we should like,
Lut in this we see an illustration of the
words of the prophet Amus ; for, truly
there is “a famine in the land not a
famine of bremd, nor a thiest for water, but
ol hearing the words of Gel”

We are very grateiul for the assistunce
remdered by the London brethren, having
reveived visibs during the quarter from
Brethren  Eleomb,  ¥ord, Guest, W.
Owler andd Overton,

We trust that in the day of aeccount, we
shadl all be found to have laboured in the
Lond, and merit approval at the hands of
Chivist, onr Blder Brother.

T. E. BubpINGTUN, l\erwdmg Bro.

Bre. U, H. Iwum writes us that, in his
“Reply to Bra. Campbell” in the lust
number, the thind paragraph on page 36
contains a mistake. The date 19527
should be 2042,
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A QUARTERLY MAGAZINE FOR THE EXPOSITION AND
DEFENCE OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

* Ye (Aaron and his sons) shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the charge of
the altar.”—(Num. xviii. 5.)
a * ¥e (brethren of Christ) are. . . an holy priesthood to offer up spirituad sacrifices,
. Pet, il. 6.}
¢ Thowu hast kept My Word and hast not denied My Name.”—(Rev. iii. 8.)

No. 32. DECEMBER, 1902. Vol. VIIIL

-Baptismal Beliel.

Attention has already been drawn to the defiling effcet which false
belief will have in excluding from the Kingdom (No. 31, p. 54).  To thiy
must be added, by way of contrast, certain testimonies which bricfly define
the requirements of a faithful probation.

WALKING IN THE Lisar.

The Apostle John says, * If we walk in the light, as He (God) is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
His son cleanscth us from all sin” (1 Jno. 1. 7). This. being a conditional
statement, neccssarily has a negative as well as a positive meaning. I a
brother does not walk in the light, as God is in the light, he cannot have fellow-
?)Il)ti)gd with those who do, and he cannot be cleansed from sin through Christ's

The sin here referred to is, of course, that committed after baptism,
and to be cleansed from this sin is indispensable to entrunee into the Kingdou.
The penalty for not walking in the light is thus condemnation at the judgment
seat. .

. To * walk in the light " is a very comnprehensive expression, Ii embraces
belief and practice. On the present occasion we have to do with belief only.
* Light ” represents Divine knowledge, or truth, aud to walk therein is to
hol«f it fast. A man cannot hold fast that which never comes within his
grasp. Neither can he walk in 8 path of light unless he enters therein.
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Revealed * light " has its first and its advaneed priheciples, but between
the two there is no antagonism, for the one i3 the outcome of the other. If
therefore the first principles are embraced in their purity and completeness
there should be no difficulty in acquiring tw advanced ones. But if the
first prineiples are embraced in o defeetive eondition, it will be by no means
easy to acquire Lhe advanced ones ; and certain it is, that defeetive first prih-
ciples will be un obstaele to o faithful probation.

Thus, if a man passes throngh the water believing that & superhuman
devil is the source of temptation, mstead of hisown evil desires, he will not
properly equipped for overeoming * the lust of (e tlesh, thelust of the eyes,
and thepride of life " (1 Jno. ii. 16).  And if another man commenees what
he deems to be a probationary career believing that Christ had no * sin in the
flesh ” to " putaway," and that he died solely for others, he will fail to under-
stand how Chirst was " tenipted in all points like as we are” (Heb. iv., 15).
He willalso be ignorant of the truth that Christ’s deatly was necessary to meet
the claims of Divine justice ; that this truth is the basis for the believer's justi-
fication ; and that Chirist was ™ templed 1o all points like as we are” in order
to cvnstitute Him " u faithful and merciful High Priest. "Not to know these
points is ot to * know theonly true Gud and Jesus Christ,” whick, says Christ,
18 necessary for “ eternal life ” (Jno. xvii. 3).

Lavine & Fouxparion.

The commencement of a probation for cternal life may be compared to
laying the foundation of a house (1 Cor. i, 10), If the ?ouudulion of any
building be defective in regard cither to its material, its shape, or its super-
ficial area the house will partake more or less of these defeets. .\ sound
foundation does not ensure a perfeet building.  And lience the Apostle's
warning, © Let every mun take heed how he buildeth thereupon. . . . If
any wan build upon this foundation, wold, silver, precious stones, wood,
hay, stubble; every man’s work shall be made manifest ™ (1 Cor. iii. 10-13).
But, on the vther hand, a perfect building cannot be erected on an imper-
fect foundation, And hence Christ's exhortation to His disciples to * Be
perfect ” (Matt. v. 48), involvesa perfect foundation on which to erect® a
spiritual house " (1 Pet. ii. 5).
Born Acain.

The commencement of probation iy compared to a birth—" Born
again . . . of incorruptible sced " (1 Pet. i. 23). In the spiritual world,
as in the natural, babes must have their mebers complete, or the deficiency
will continue_throughout life. ™ Babes in Christ " (1 Cor. iii. 1) must have
all the essentials of the " Truth " as it “is in Jesus " (Eph. iv. 21) to enable
them, by weans of “milk ” (1 Cor. iii. 2) and * strong weat ™ (Heb. v. 14), to
grow up " strong young men " snd “ fathers " in Christ Jesus (1 Jno. ii. 14).
A figurative birth without the whole Truth produces ” bastards, not sons”
(Heb. xii. 8).

Examixatioxs.

An objection is sometimes raised against the examination of a candidate
on the ground that we huve no example of such in Apostolic times, True
there is no detailed account of such.  But there issufficient to show that dis-
‘erimination of some kind was exercised in admitting Jews and Gentiles into
the * Church” of Christ. When the Apostles preached the Kingdom and
the Cross,those who belicved then would in some way express their mind.
In most cases this would be deemed satisfactory, but if in any case it was not,
it cannot be doubted that the Apostles would, sfter the manner of Aquila and
Priscilla, (in the case of Apollos), * expound the way of God more perfectly ”
{Acta xviii. 26). The references in their epistles 10 what the brethren had



Baptismal Belief. 75

heard and believed before immersion, furnish evidence of their knowing, by
some means or other, of the state of mind of believers at baptism. At that
time, it must be remembered, the elements of the Truth had not been cor-
rupted as they have been since, and, as a consequence, there would not be the
neeessity, as there is in the present day, of exorcising the mind of the many
false ideas with which everyone is more or less indoctrinated. This would
simplify matters very muceh; for the greatest impediment to the spread of
the things of the Kingdom and name of Christ is the extent to wlieh they
have been perverted. In an affirmative form, the Truth can be stated in
comparatively few words. It can, for instance, be extracted by one familiar
with the Old Testament from Peter's Address on the day of Pentecost, which
embraces the following truths :—That Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved
of God, was put to death by wicked men (seed of the serpent) in aceordance
with God's will, but that He was raised from the dead before sceing corrup-
tion, and exalted to God’s right hand, freed from the power of death, to awais
the time foretold by God for His enemies to become His footstool, when He
will asecend the throne of David, and rule in righteousness over all nations,
thus fulfilling the promnise in Eden, the covenants with Abraham and David,
and the numerous unfulfilled predictions of the Old Testanent prophets.
That all who believe these truths, and are immersed into Christ's name, will
receive remission of sins, and be saved fromn the power of death.

These truths, if accepted according to the teaching in other parts of the
Seriptures, involve all the items ecnumerated in our last Bumber (p. 49-50).
But inconsequence of the extent to whicl they have all been corrupted, the
above affirmative statement could be cndorsed by one who held sulticicnt
error to render it nugatory as an expression of the Truth. Hence the need
of ascertaining not on?; what a man believes, but also what he does not believe.

In the Apostolic age the preaching of the Gospel was attested by mira-
culous works, which left no doubt as to the Apostles having a Divine mission.
Whatever they said would, therefore, be implicitly accepted by those who
recognized them to be sent of God. Whereas in the present day convietion
cannot be produced without laborious reasoning to show that the Bible is
apposed to the prevalent religions teaching on every point.

flefore the Apostles had finished their abours we find admonitions ta
“try " those who sought fellowship, ~ because many false prophets are gone
out into the world ™ (1 Jno. iv. 1). tIf this was necessary in the first century,
how mueh more necessary is it now, when false teaching prevails on every
hand? To “try” or test those who desire fellowship necessarily includes
all who seck imnmersion.

Duries oF Gon's “ Cnoren.”

. On these grounds it is obvious that the * Cliurch of God ™ has no greater
obligation than that  of scrulinizing very carefully the know-
ledge and belief of those desirous of being placed on the * one foundation ”
that they way become “ babes in Christ.” Consideration for the candidate
i3 no less important than duty to the Feelesia.  Sometimes candidates think
they are being tested tov severely, but we never met one who, after an ade-
quate experience, continued so to think. More frequently after a lapse of
ume do they begin to yuery as to whether they knew sufficient at the time
of immersion. Henee the cases, by no means infrequent, of a request to be
again subjected to a watery burial.  For this there i a precedent in Apostolie

y3.

RE-1MERsIox.

When Paul visited Ephesus he found certain diseiples who had partaken
of John's baptism, and had not " heard whether there be any Holy Spirit.”

e S ———
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This led Paul to say * John verily baptised with the baptism of repentance,
sayingh_unto the people that they should believe on Him which should come
after him—that 18, on Chirist. When they heard this, they were baptised
in the name of the Lord Jesus ™ (Aects xix. 1-5),

From this incident. it is evident that John's baptism had no efficacy after
the death and resurreetion of Jesus Christ. It way intended to give repentant
Jews, under the Mosaic law, remission of their sins. But it was superseded
by the proclimation of the Apostle Peter on the day of Pentecost, when he
announced that lienceforth remission of sins conld only be obtained by repen-
tance, and baptism into the name of Jesus Christ, This announcement was
the public result of the bestowal of the Holy Spirit after the resurreetion of
Jesus Christ.  And although there is no testimony, it is reasonable to eon-
clude that the Jews who responded to Peter's exhortation included some
who had participated in John's bapsism, but who reeognized that its validity
had expired. The Apostles had to undergo feet-washing {Jno. xii. 5-8) in
addition to John's baptism, and therefore un analogous ecremony was doubt-
less required for other Jews in a similar position,

If ‘the disciples at Ephesus whow Paul met were Jews, it can searcely
be supposed that they were entirely ignorant of the existence of the Holy
Spirit, for their knowledge of the Okl Testament Seriptures would teach
them that it had been employed for speaking through prophets, and for work-
ing miracles. On this supposition their answer to Paul would be limited to
the giving of the Holy Spirit in that age. ‘This view apprars to be in harmony
with the import of the question which they were asked—" Have ye received
the Holy Spirit since ye believed 1" On the other hand. if these disciples were
Gentiles, there is no difficulty in understanding their stutement, in its widest
sense, that they had * not hward whether there be any Holy Spirit”; for
John gave no outward evidence that he had the Holy Spirit. * John did
no miragle.”

But whether these diseiples were Jews or Gentiles is of little moment.
The question to which the incident gives rise is—Why should their ignorance
as to the giving of the Holy Spirit satisfly Panl that they were not in the way
of Salvation ¥ Beciuse Peter's proclamation was the result of the giving
of the Holy Spirit, and it was accompanicid by some of the miraculous mani- |
festations of the Holy Spirit.  1f they had complied with Peter's proclamation
they would lave Leard of this, and also participated in some of the gifts of
the Spirit. This is indicited by the statement that after heing baptised, * When
Paul had laid Nis hamds upon them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and
they spake with tongues and prophesied ” (Aets xix. 6).

The baptistn institnted on the day of Pentecost introdneed repentant
Jews into~ the name of Jesus Christ,” and this cannot be said of any similar
ceremony. It may be that the disciples at Eplesus had partaken of John's
baptismi after the Crucifixion. If so, the cercmony lhad no more cflicacy
than the imuiersions practised by Baptists. Mormons, and others in the present
day. There is anly " one baptism,” says Paul ; and if 4 man does not partake
of this baptism—however often he may have passed through a watery burial—
he is not in " the name of the Lord Jesus.”

STANDARD OF KNOWLEDGE.

In the absence of inspired, or spirit-appointed, men to take the oversight
of the * Church of God,” we have no living authority as to the standard of
knowledge and belicf necessary for the * one baptism.” Each Eeclesia regu-
lates this matter according to its own judzment, and there ean be no question
that the standard adopted is a very variable one. Revealed truths whieh in
one Eeclesia are deemed to be neeessary are in another overlooked, or con-
sidered superfluous. For these reasons it behoves everyone not to place
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implicit confidenee in the standard to which they have been subjected. Of
course, at the time of their introduction into the Ecclesia they cannot do
otherwise. DBut they should subsequently mmke themselves fawiliar with
the cvidence as to what are the essentials of Apostolic baptism, and compare
it diligently with the standard to which they were required to conform. M
this were done, we belicve that many would realize that their knowledge at
the time of immersion was insufficient. Especially does this apply to the
things pertaining to the name of Jesus Christ, on which there is such wide-
spread misunderstanding, and even ignorance.
Trsming Caxpmares—How §

The question has sometimes been raised as to liow candidates should be
testud as to their knowledge of the Seriptures—by u written or a verbal state-
ment. We do not think that a written eonfession is wholly satisfactory,
because it might be, to a considerable extent, copied from priuted expositions
of first principles. When it is a question of adopting either of the above
plans, experience shows thab a verbal statement is preferable. 1t is very
seldom that a candidate ean verbally go through the first priuciples unaided.
Whatever he or she is able to state requires 1o be supplelented by questions
on certain points, and in many cases the confussion 13 nothing but answers
to questions.

If possible we think that a combination of written and verbal confession

referable to either alone. To put kuowledge into writing is good wental
discipline, and causes the writer to consider what to say and what to omit.
If such a written confession were in the hands of the examining brethren
before their interview with the candidate, they would see on what points he
or she was defective, and thus be able to direct special attention to these.
So few, however, have any experience in putting their thoughts into writing
that the prevalent method of asking questionsis not likely to be mueh changed.

In carrying out this mode there should be some kind of method ; if done
in a haphazard way, some items are apt to be overlooked. It is a good plan
for one or both of the examining brethren (there should never be less than
two) to Lave a list of the various Foims on which questions are to be asked.
Then as each is dealt witls, it ean be ticked off.

The formulating of the guestions i3 also a matter which should have
careful consideration.  Wlat are called in courts of law ~leading guestions "
should be eschewed. That 1s to say, the questions should not be put in such
a form as to suggest the right answer. They should be so formulated that
the candidate has to think what answer to give. On the other hand, they
should not be put in such a way as to puzze the candidate. The object to
be borne in mind by the examining brethren is that they have to aseertain in
the best possible way the candidate’s knowledge and belief of first principles,

SuBJECTS Fort QUESTIONS.

We will now proceed to deseribe, in accordance with what has Licen pre-
viously written, tEe way in which we think these first principles should be
dealt with at such an examination. We do not propose to do this by a
set form of questions, because the questions asked must vary according to
the previous answers. No two examinations, therefore, can be exactly alike.
For this reason it will be sufficient to indicate the subjects, and the order in
which to take them.

The nature of man very fittingly receives first attention. The eandidate
should be asked what was man's nature and lis relationship to God when
first created, and how this was affected by his sin in Eden; a " very good ”
condition (Gen. i. 31) being changed to a sinful one, and communion with
God giving place to alienation. To pass from Adam (o his descendants, and
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the effect of his sin wpon them, isthe next step—and this suggests questions
as to who will be raised from the dead ; the object of the raising, and its result ;
the nature in which they appear before the judgment-seat ; the punishment
awarided to the unfaithful, and the reward to the faithful. -

This necessarily introduces the Kingdom, on which questions should
be asked a4 to its connection with the Kinzdom of Israel in the past ; its sub-
jects, its chief ruler and assistant rulers, their titles and funetions ; also the
transformation which their rule will etfect in all the affairs of the earth, to-
gether with its duration.

The Kingdom being founded on the covenants of promise, attention
should be directed to this fact, and questions asked as to the nature of the
covenant God made with Abraham, the eondditions on which it is to be realized,
the seed through whom it is to be fulfilled, and proof that it has not been
fulfiled in the past history of lsrael.

The covenant with David will then require similar treatment, with the
addition of the restoration of the Jewish nation to Canaan.

Attention should now be directed w the individual seed named in those
covenants. The first point will relate to His parentage—who was His mother
and who was His father, by begettal.  Following this, questions should be
asked as to His nature ; whether it was clean or unclean ; whether very  good,”
like Adam’s at ereation ; or defiled by sin-in-the-flesly, inherited from the first
twoe sinners.  From nature the questioner should pass to character, and ask
what were some of the moral characteristies Jesus Christ displayed —whether
He was tewnpted in all points as we are, and with what result. The candi-
date should be able to state that Christ’s existence as a personal being began
with His birth of the Virgin Mary, but if there are any passages not under-
stood in regard to this point, they should be explained.

The reason for Christ's death as a sacrifice, and the results achieved
by it, will now demand attention—as to why such a death was necessary,
and how it was a just death : also what was the “sin ” which He put away
“by the sacrifice of Himsell,” and on what ground God could justly raise
Him from the dead. :

The subjeets of Satan and the devil may fittingly be introduced here.
The candidate should be asked the meaning of these two words, and to what
they are respectively applied.  Great eare should be taken to ascertain whether
there i3 an intelligent understanding of the devil which was destroyed by
Christ’s deatl.

To pass from this to the seed of the serpent is to deal with the same sub- -
ject wnder another name. 1f the candidaie has a clear idea as to what is
meant by the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent, he will have
no difficulty in answering questions relating 1o the two bruisings—how,
and when, and by whom, the seed of the woman was bruised in the heel,
and when the bruise was healed. The bruising of the seed of the serpent
should then be reviewed in its several stages—at the resurrection of J}eﬁus
Christ ; the resurrection of His brethiren and immortalization of the faithful ;
the binding of Satan at the beginning of Christ’s Kingdom ; and its complete
destruction at the end of the millennial age : folowed by an inquiry as to the
nature and character of the inhabitants of the earth in the ages beyond.

Returning to the mission of Jesus Christ in the past, the questioner wiil
do well 1o ask what was the Gospel He preached, between His baptism and
crucifixion, as neeessary at that time for salvation—whether it comprised
His death, and. if not, wlien an understanding and belief of His death was
added to the Kingdom. This subject should be followed by a few questions
as to what the Apostles preached after the crucifixion as necessary for salva-
tion, and what cerewony believers complied with.
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The meaning and effects of baptism should be the foundation of a scries
of important guestions,—as to its parallel to Christ's death ; ity saulx)lic
representation of the taking away of sin ; its effect in giving to the believer
fargiveness of his personal sins, and justifyiughim from his sin-nature, thereby
transferring him from Adam to Christ, and gi
with a title to immortality.

At this point it should be made quite clear that eternal life is not some-
thing to be earned by good works, but that it is a gift, through Christ, to
which the believer becomes entitled as soon as baptised unto Christ, as shown
by the fact that his name is thenentered in * the book of life " (Rev. iii. 5.,
xiil. 8); its bestowal in the form of immortality being dependent on main-
taining the justification with which he commences his probation.

The questioner should direct the candidate’s attention to the fact that
baptism i3 8 death to sin and the world, and that it is immediately followed
by a birth, or new creation, whereby the baptised is born of God, or the Spirit,
and is created in Christ Jesus, to follow in Christ's footsteps. This will lead
to a few questions as to the meaning of the formula preseribed for the cere-
mony—baptised * into the name of the Father, Sou, and Holy Spirit,” whereby
the believer becomes a Son of Gud, a brother of Jesus Chirist, and passes from
a condition deseribed as “in the flesh” (Rom. viii. 8} to one denominated
“in the Spirit” (Gal. v. 25).

A few words of adwmonition may fittingly be introduced here on the neces-
sity of giving up worldly associations, and devoting tite, strength, and means
to the service of Christ. And if the candidate be unmarried, it should be
clearly pointed out that a son or daughter of God can marry “only in the
Lord.” It would be well on this, or some other occasion, to hand to hiwm or
her a pamphlet on the marriage question.

The formula used at baptism suggests a few questions on the oneness of
God—as vpposed to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity—and the nature of the
Holy Spirit. as the power by which God has revealed His will and worked
miracles. The word ~ Holy,” if not understood, should be explained as des-
criptive of anything set apart for some special purpose. And the Laptismal
formula, just quoted, should be shown w be synonymous with the expres-
sion used by Peter, ~ into the name of Jesus Christ,” on the 51‘ound that the
Name of salvation designed by God has been given to Jesus Christ, by virtue
of His having become an embodiment of the Spirit.

It is fitung that a candidate for entrance into this Name should know
now the death with which he is about to be identified 1s to be periodically
commemorated, and hence there shiould be a few questions on the meaning
and object of the breaking of bread and drinking the wine, together with the
connection between that death and the Abrahamie Covenant.

Although the Mosaic Law is abolished, it is advisable to show that it was -
intended only for the Jews ; that its rewards and punishments were confined
to this life ; that it could not give eternal life ; and that its sacrifices and other
ceremonies were only types or shadows of Christ and His brethren.

There should be a few words in conclusion on the important and res-
Ponmble step contemplated by the candidate, in harmony with Christ's re-
erence to “ counting the cost "—the heart as well ay the head being under the
influence of the Word of God. Theconplete Inspiration of that Word should
be the subject of one or two guestions ; and the wisdom of reading the Bible
every day should be inculeated (a Bible Companion being then, or subs:quently
handed to the candidate), together with regular attendance at the meetings
of the Ecclesia (if there be one in the locality) for edification, comfort, and
practical fellowship. Nothing should be said to lead the candidate to think .
that e is entering on a path of roses, but ratlier the reverse.  Without saying

giving him a power over death






